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i:April  2.  Ijit3 


Sale  v»d3  add©  one  dciy  last  v/eek  of  150  sacks  of  potatoes  at  70  oent». 
per  sack*      On  ths  followinty  day  the  price  dropp9d  to  60  cents.      A  con- 
siderable quantity  is  being  held  for  later  marketing  or  for  seed« 

We  started  to  do  a  little  discin?^  this  morning  on  the  ground  that 
will  be  planted  to  oats  but  the  land  proved  to  be  a  little  too  wet  to  ^rork 
v;ellt      Another  day  or  two  of  fair  weather  will  remedy  this  condition, 

(W»  C.  FdiEundson). 

Pres  .ue  lale.  Maine  Wotea.  March  31.  1923, 

The  writer  acise^panied  by  Dr.  Clark  arrived  in  Presque  Isle,  F^dx^s*- 
day>,»'arch  28.      There  ia  an  abundance  of  snow  and  the  temperature  is  Te»y 
lov,','     Hi^h  vi-inds  for  the  past  three  v;eeks  have  caused  the  snow  to  iriXt 
very  /kdSiy  and  traveling  is  as  bad  as  it  possibly  could  be,  Wednesday 
nif^ht  the  te^^'-perature  dropped  rapidly,  the  thermometer  registering  14  de-  • 
grees  F,  fcelovv-  zdr©» 

The  potato  market  has  Iseen  a  little  dull  this  v;eek.      Sijbpers  have 
'^een  payi^tsr  fraa-  '"■2,35  to  ''C.SO  per  barrel  for  good  Green  Mountains. 
There  is  still  sonie  detcand  for  Irish  Cobbler  seed  at  $3,00  per  barrel  , 

We  found  conditions  bad  at  Aroostook  State  Farm;    several  tons  of 
snov/    had  to  be  shoveled  off  the  sout:^  side  of  the  greenhouse.    The  water 
systen:    was  frozen  and  it  v^as  not  until  Saturday  thAt  we  could  get  the 
C»ouXd  Flectric  Coiipiny  to  thair  it  out. 

(?t  Ut  L^bard)* 

Ftadise^^  Vlsconsi^  llotas*  April  2,  1923, 

At  this  date,  April  1,  plains  for  the  cooperative  seed  potato  tests 
at  the  5^««nor  Branch  Stitisn  are  being  iiaade  with  the  c^rowers  of  certified 
seed  p»tAt«ei,      Agred.rents  have  been  ^^laced  in  the  hinds  rf  cne  hundred 
gr«ver»  tt  siipply  fiftv  pounds  cf  seed  for  the  1923  tasts^      Under  agree- 
H«nt  v/ith  the  vashingttn  •ffice  v:q  ha-^e  arran-ir^d  tc  reduce  the  size  of  the 
V-cts  tc  accc'iiicdate  a  lar^^er  nuA-bsr  cf  grc^^^ers.      The  Wisconsin  growers 
recc»nire  t'-^is  3-"rvic3  aa  cf  special  valuo  in  the  Icf^aticn  cf  the  superior 
strains  cf  soei  pctatc.s  ix  thr-  stat.  » 

flcnf creni-'S  and  ^pacial  pctatc     in^titut??  v/ill  \e  held  in  th-?  in«- 
pcrtant  s^sd  pctatc  ro.'^icns  cf  thj  stats  pricr  tc  the  pctatc  planting  date. 

Conditions  pcimt  tc  a  •rcwin*  int.  r3st  in  V'isctnsin  in  cortifisd  seed 
pttat.   v,r(.rk  and  v,r3  ar?  sxpiictin:^  i  n.riral  incr.sase  in  the  number  cf  men 
enj^'ig-ii  in  the  w.rk  i»  th3  important  s^isd  pctatc  regi^ns%. 

A  jjiGcial  ccttf3r?ncv3  cf  ths  c^rtifi^d  sesd  pctatc  grcv/srs  cf  th3 
state  'rail  bo  hold  it  St-r.?»s      i!|t  cn  Tuesday,  April  10,  amd  at  that^ 
ti_;o  i»pcrtaat  matters  ccmnectod  vdth  tho  develcpment  cf  seed  potato  in- 
S)|CiCticn  -.vtrk  in    Isccmsin  vill  ccna  up  fcr  discussic«» 


r 
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V/isccnsia  growers  favor,  making  inspection  of  certified  seed  potatoes, 
for  grade  compulsory  at  the  tiire  of  loading  and  it  is  probable  this  arrange - 
dent  v.'ill  be  incorporated  in  the  1923  seed  potato  inspection  plans* 

(j,  G.  Milt'^'ard). 

greener .  tViscsnsin  Notes i  April  2,1923,. 

Storage  conditions  are  good  although  the  storage  cellar  required  rcore 
heating  than  usual,  due  to  less  snc^';  v/ith  continued  cold  weather  for  the 
past  three  months.      March  31  was  the  coldest  on  record  hare.,  U«  S,  leather  . 
thermometer  showing  14  degrees  belc"'  zero» 

Fields  all  have  a  light  covering  cf  snovi  yet,  also  8-10  inches  of  frost 
in  around  '-;here  there  v/as  24  to  30  inches  a  month  agoi      V^e  have  not  had  a 
rain  yet  so  do  net  expect  an  early  spring* 

Potato  prices  here  for  table  stock  ran^^ad  from  30  to  40  cents  per 
100  pounds  most  cf  the  v-'interj  and  many  potatoes  v:sre  fed  tc  ccva',  The 
past  week  showed  the  highest  prices,  75ji'  per  100  pcundst 

(r.»D,  Vllliama), 

Arlinrton  Farm  Not^s.  April  6,1923# 

The  writer  spent  March  27  tc  20  inclusive  in  takin*:  roccrds  on  s?ed 
potatoes  stored  in  cold  storage  at  iifferent  ternreratur-^a  HAi  those  in 
ec.Jicr  storage,  treating  and  cuttin;;;  .e^ed  pctatcis  *nd  plar.tiHg  it  .Arling- 
ton far^. 

An  acre  was  planted  vith  pctatcas  stcrod  at  3.",  ?fi,  and  40  -^.o-raes  f «  , 
and  potatoes  stored  in  tr-^.-cn  stcra'^e.      These  xvro  r~^licat  d  sufiifisntly 
often  tc  oaake  a  double  exp^riirent;  i.  e,  tc  furnia)*  --Atoriil  for  s't'j.ij  cf 
the  effect  of  different  t s.-poratur^ s  cn  seed  pctatcjo  ani  the  stuiy  cf  size 
and  r-3jlicaticn  of  field  rlcts. 

Th0  planting  v.'as  icno  b^t'-ceM- tvc  raccrd  br-akiag  p^rlcis  cf  ccli 
v'Githor*      The  soil  ^r'ag  iu  a  s-lsHdid  ^(ihysical  ccnditisK* 

.  (r,  V,  fn^ccjk). 

V'a s h i n "^t c n  No t e :^ ,  Arril  t,  1?^3« 

Vith  the  advent  cf  ''.^^ril  ^r'l  a^ain  r  surne  tk-';  v-^okly  *u»li*^Ati:")fi  c? 
the  Tye",      It  is  hcp-^d  that  its  pa^.^s  thi?  srascn  -ill  hcli  ::'.*r?  r;f  int-  . 
c-^rest  tc  the  reader  than  Hav^  "l[hC33  cf  pycc'-diiaig  3  -^9^ns.      This  i*»eult 
can  cnl]'-  ^.e  attained,  hcrov^r,  ihrru^k  tbj  aciivxS  »»^fk3ratirof  cf  -thcs--  r'hz 
crntriliute  news  ite.:.s  tc   its  ra^-s,      ^^.saura*©-- s  h^.T""'  n.lr  »,*y  t.-2en  ro- 
cjivad  from  a  sufficient  nurjcsr  cf  ccntritutcrs  tc  justify  t'"-:-^  c-:!li3f 
that  th.;  "Eye"  is  to  recsiya  tha  support  disirodi 

It  is  fortunate  that  v7e  are  able  in  -^his  first  issue  tc  take  g  mere 
cptirr.istie  view  of  the  potato  industry  than  has  been  pcssille  during  mcst 
of  the  Y^inter  seasoHi 


Present  price  quotations  at  ths  leading  shipping  points  are  frca  50 
tc  100  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  throughout  the  greater  portion  cf 
the  v/inter  season. 

.  In  visv.f  of  the  relatively  hea^y  holdings  cf  potatoes  as  rercrted  in 
the  Fe'cruary  3  issue  of  Y^'eather  Crops  and  IJarkets,  the  price  advances  niade 
during  L'arch  v.'ers  rather  unlocked  fere      One  factor  v/hich  my  have  operated 
in  causing  this  pr^.ce  advance  is  that  c?  the  occurrence  cf  freezes  in  the 
early  potato  producing  sections  in  the  South  thus  delaying,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent, reducing  the  prospective  yields      Curtailment  cf  acreage  planted  in 
the  South  has  aisc  exerted  seme  influence.      Delayed  maturity  cf  the  South- 
ern crop  v/ill  insure  a  larger  consumption  cf  the  eld  crop  cf  potatoes  and 
v.'ill  also  lengthen  the  marketing  period.      Vhether  cr  net  it  is  r-'iao  to  hold 

for  higher  prices  is  an  open  questicr.^.      Seme  reports  have  come  tc  the 
office  relative  tc  the  frosting -of  potatoes  stored  in  pits  out  nc  figures 
are  available  as  tc  the  extent  cf  the  less*      From  ether  sections  come  in- 
formation relative  tc  the  ex-tensive  use  of  potatoes  as  a  feed  for  livestock. 

No  fi  gures  are  available ,  hc"-ever,  as  to  hciv  extensive  this  use  has  been* 

Nctvithstandiag  the  fact  that  low  prices  have  prevailed  throughout  the 
seascn  there  have  teen  accut  the  usual  nCmber  of  inquiries  for  certified  seed 
pctatoeso      The  relatively  high  price  received  for  certified  seed  has  re- 
sulted in  a  greater  interest  on  the  r^art  of  the  grov;er  in  the  production  cf 
seed  stock  rather  than  taole  stock.      These  in  charge  of  seed  certification 
v/:rk  re-;crt  that  there  ivill  te  a  much  larger  number  cf  applications  this 
seaa-cn  than  last. 


(Wm,  Stuart). 
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drreeleVf  Ooloradn  Noteg. 


April  9,  1923 


The  weather  has  ceen  s;enerally  fair  for  the  past  week. 

Spring  T.'ork  has  been  much  delayed  o';?in2;  to  the  late  sprin:^,  but 
during  the  past  v/eek    farmers  ha-re  been  able  tc  work  the  soil  and  consid- 
erable spring  v'heat  has  ceen  planxdd* 

Ve    ©xpec-^;  tr  sow  oats  and  alfalfa  during  the  next  few  days.  The 
land  has  ceen  disked  and  harr-ovedy  and  is  ceing  floated  today.      Vrg  have 
treated  the  cats  '^ith  f  crs:aldehyde  , 

The  potato,  market  has  weakened,  buyers  vrere  offering  cut  55  cents 
per    hundred  the  latter  part  cf  the  week,        it  is  believed,  hoA^ever,  that- 
buyers  v'ill'  ce  aile  tc  pay  this  figure  for  scue  time.      It  is  hoped  that  the 
market  ^vill  ce  stronger  a  little  later  in  the  sprint.        The  heavy  shipL-ents 
of  the  -A^eek  before  last  procably  is  the  cause  for  the  decline  in. the  Esrket 
this  v;eek.      It  is  oelieved  that  there  are  fros  16C0  tc  1700  cars  cf  potatoes  ■■ 
left  in  the  Greeley  district  at  the  present  time* 

(F.  C,  Edmunds  on)'. 

Presciue  Isle.  Maine  Notes*  April  7,  1923 « 

The  --^eek  =;tarted  in  with  a  sncv;  storm  IJcnday,  the  days  have  grcvTi 
warmer  as  the  vieek  advanced  until  today  we  have  had  considerable  rain*. 

Tve  ha-ce  ceen  cusy  at  the  Farm  grading  sur]-.lus  stock  and  rutting  up 
orders  for  seed  pct3.tces. 

There  is  still  quite  a  demand  in  the  county  for  good  seed  stock. 
Thirty -five  cars  cf  certified  seed  stock  have  come  into  the  county.'  frczr  the 
Corinna  Farms,  ""crinna,  Ms.,  Ne-."^  Bruns?d  ck  ,  and  Prince  pQ-.^ard  Island.  It 
is  tec  early  tc  figure  on  trB  acreage  tc  oe  planted  in  the  county  this  spring. 
Indications  point  tc  4uit9  a  rediction. 

Accut  6000  acres,  are  already  entered  for  certification  and  Mr.  Newdick 
iesl.3  that  the  total  entries  vnll  reach  10,000  acres, 

■  The  potato  :rarket  closed  Saturday  night  at  ';2.00  per  Darrel  for  Coco- 
lers  and  $2.35  for  Green  L'cuntains. 

Mr,  Nev.-dick  plans  tc  send  a  cre^?;  out  early  this  vear  tc  r.ake  a  pre- 
liminary survev  :i  the  fields  entered,  sc  as  t  c  eliminate  those  fields  that 
have  no  chance  of  passing  inspection* 

(p.  Li,  Lcmoard) . 

Wash  1  ncrt o n  Nc t e s .  Arril  13.  1923. 

The  Teather  has  continued  cccl  throughout  the  -.veek  "1th  light  frosts 
the  early  part  cf  the  week.      The  VvTiter  has  been  busy  this  week  in  the  pre- 
paration cf  a  report  upon  whole  vs.  cut  seed    and  the  relation  of  the  size 
cf  the  set  planted  to  t'^e  yield  produced. 
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Mr.  Peacock  has  been  absent  frcrn  the  office  all  of  this  week.  He 
expects  tc  take  notes  on  the  planting  of  Maine  strewn  and  Pcuth  Jersey  sec- 
ond crop  Irish  Con'dl  er  seed  stock  at  Bridgetcnt  |!^'« J.. ,  April  13  and  14. »  A 
shipment  of  Irish  Cobbler  seed  stock  from  Csebondale,  Cols  v/as  received  a 
few  days  agc«      The^e  are  tc  fce  planted  at  Arlington  Farm,  Va. 

Plans  had  been  made  to  pl9.nv  some  specia-l  strains  cf  Irish  CSobler, 
Early  Ohio  and  Trii;mph  at  Arlingtcr.  Fam  today.,  April  13,  lut  rain  pre  vented. 

Mrs*  VoBbury  was  a  visitor  at  the  offi  ce  yesterday. 

Dr.  Clark  reports  that  te  began  -sewing  his  hybrid  potato  seeds  on 
April  2  in  the  Department's  greenhouse  cn  Aroostook  Farm,  M^ine. 

(Wm.  Stuart)  • 
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Sreeley,  Colorado  Notes ^  April  16 ,  1923, 

V'am  sprir;g-like  7/3  a  the    'n~-3  p.j-e-vailed  d::-.ring  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  week. 

The  oats  and  a.l.falfs,  weve  seeded  Tuesday  a^ad  'Jedneddayj  45  pounds  of  oats' 
and  10  pounds  cf  al/aiAa-  seed  being  v.i2.nte d  re;-  acre. 

Thursriajr  and  .Friday  vie  rerooved  the  oat  stubtalr,  from  the  hay  ground.-  The 
stubble  vv'a.T  cut  wi  uh  a  ircv/iiig  iisachine  and  raked  ?'ith  d.  side-delivery  rake. 
The  otubrjle  was  theiA  i-axo'^ed  and  biirned  Ir.  the  ditch-52. 

The  fcrmatior.  of  the  Colorado  Potato  G-ro":;er3  Exchange  xc  operate  as  the 
state  central  organi r^atlon  for  the  various  potato  cccperati"re  marketing  asso- 
ciations cf  the  state  \7as  begun  at  a  :^eeting  in  Denver,  Friday,      The  Ex- 
change was  launched  ty  delegates  from  all  parts  of  Colorado,  vmc  were  called 
to  assBJifcle  by  Governor  S-ji-seto 

The  demand  for  potatoes  was  a  little  more  active  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.      Dealers  were  offering  CO  cents  per  zwt»  but  nost  crrcwers,  (*r*inj  tc  the 
rush  cf  vork,  were  unwilling  tc  haul,, 

(V/,E,  Ed-murvl3on), 

Manhattan,  Kansas  N'o'tes.  April  1'''.  1923 > 

The  potato  work  for  1923  was  started  off  with  a  potato  denionstrat ion 
train  in  cccperation  v/ith  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.      The  results  of  exper- 
ijients  and  demonstrations  cf  1922  were  discussed  with  the  growers  and  several 
matters  taken  up  regarding  1923  plans.      The  train  was  very  well  attended  and 
ninety  per  cent  of  tlie  acreage  a.long  the  Kav  Valley  was  represented  at  the 
meetings.      The  talks  in  the  exhibit  car  were  very  interesting  and  the  grow- 
ers appreciated  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  to  bring  this  train  and  exhibit 
car  to  them. 

Immediately  following  the  trainj  demons crati ens  on  seed  treatment,  and 
demcnstrati cnal  plots  were  arrar^ed  in  all  the  counties  touched  cy  the  potato 
train.      A  preliminary  survey  follcviang  the  demonstrations  show  that  accut 
twice  as  rrany  acres  7v-ere  treated  this  year  as  were  last  year. 

A  considerable  acreage,  approximately  one-third  of  the  commercial  acreage , 
in  the  Kaw  Valley  was  planted  before  the  freeze  of  March  17.      Seed  pieces 
were  frozen  solid,  the  temperature  going  below  zero.    This  acreage  had  tc  be 
replanted;  however,  the  planting  is  completed  at  this  time  and  we  feel  that 
digging  will  not  ce  delayed  tc  any  large  extent* 

Strain  tests  on  Irish  Cooolers  are  being  conducted  in  four  counties, 
seed  ceing  secured  frcr  Finnescta,  Vasccnsin,  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Michigan, 
The  cast  strains  of  CoDclers  '  •ive  located  through  the  state  inspe.ctora  and 
are  Leir.-  tested  in  cc. ^-arisen  -"ith  go  Ciercial  ani  certified  seed  bought  on 
t'ls  cpe^i  Jiarkst , 

Our  next  event  in  potato  --crk  ^'i''!  be  the  second  annual  Kaw  Valley  potato 
tcur  vrSich  is  to  be  he""!  \ay  21^?^-,  V'e  will  visit  the  various  demonstrat i cn- 
z^l  -lets  and  variety  plc^s  at  that  ti.-o.  All  who  are  interested  i-n  this  tour 
..ra  Cordially  invited  tc  attend  aiii  if  those  who  are  planning  to  attend,  will 


c 


get  in  touch  V7ith  the  v/riter,  arrangeiLsnts  ^vill  be  made  fcr  ths 


{Z.A«  Stckdyk). 


Eat  eg  He up;e  ^  La .  Notes « 


April  12,  192.3, 


I  am  glad  to  see  the  first  numcer  of  the  ''Eye",  as  this  little  pucllca- 
ticn  is  very  helpful  in.  ccnnecti  cn  with  cur  potato  work,  and  v/e  wish  it  could 
ce  continued  throughout  the  "vdiole  year,  instead  of  fror.i  April  1  to  Octooer 
31,  as  at  present* 

It  seems  that  we  (Louisiana  growers)  oought  a.ccut  one-third  of  the  Ne- 
braska certified  Triumph  seed  stock  this  past  yea?  ard  I  think  ycu  .are  going 
to  sieet  with  some  surprises  during  the  potato  toui  xhat        are  planning  fcr 
the  v;eek  beginning  April  23, 

I  have  just  returned  from  Ic'ver  Lafourche  i^-here  I  sa.'.?  scr.e  potatoes  on 
reclaimed  marsh  land  that  are  the  firest  I  have  ever  seen  i      They  cane  from 
certified  seed  ^rcwn  at  Bushnell,  Nebraska,  and,  if  my  memory  serves  me  cor- 
rectly there  are  from  125  to  175  acres  of  potatoes  on  t?.is  holding,  Mr* 
Hull  is  at  present  in  Terrebonne  parish  '.vhere  we  expect  to  she  v.'  the  beys'  and 
girls'  club  work  that  is   'ceing  carried  on  ^^'ith  Nebraska  certified  seed^  One 
car  of  Wisconsin  certified  seed  v/ent  to  that  territory  am  ^  exreci  tc  mske 
some  observations  on  that  point* 

I  have  just  written  Mr,  Warner,  telling  him  ve  ^.r3  ^cing  tc  come  tc 
Rapides  parish  in  full  force  and  want  to  lock  over  his  extensive  acreage,  as 
v/ell  as  visit  an  85  acre  patch  cn  the  cut-over  pins  hills  = 

T  haven't  seen  our  numerous  tests  cn  the  nev/  farm  recently,  but  Ed,  my 
right-hand  colored  Iran,  tells  me  they  are  locking  fine  arid  that'  every ocdy  re- 
marks that  they  are  the  firBst  potatoes  in  this  section* 

V/e  have  aocut  four  acres  in  the  tests  and  Mr«  Werner  of  Nebraska,  Mr*. 
Tayler  of  the  Burlington  R»  H,  and  r^urself  will  have  the  chances  of  your 
lives  tc  discover  anything  ner. 


The  weather  fcr  the  past  week  has  csen  cold  and  unsettled,  with  scne 
snow.  The  roads  are  in  very  oad  ccnditicn.  Still  too  much  snow  in  the 
ccuntry  for  r.-heeling  and  rsLny  tare  spots  make  sledding  very  hard. 

Potatoes  are  ccirmand ing  a  gocd  price  with  very  little  hauling*  .  Reports 
from  the  farmers  are  that  there  are  very  few  potatoes  on  hand  fcr  sale.  Iri^'' 
Ccoblers  ec  -  .n*  areev.  Mountains  (3.00  per  barrel  F,  0.  B, 

The  County  Agent  reports  that  60,000  barrels  of  seed  potatoes  are  tc  be 
treated  this  year  v;ith  Corrosive  Sublimate. 


(G.  L«  Tieccut). 


Presque  Isle .  Llaine  Notes . 


April  14,  1923. 


The  Arcostcck  Farm  has  had  a  tig  call  this  year  icr  seed.  v;heat  having 

disposed  cf  all  available  stcck  in  Alarch-*      The  demnd  is  increasing  every 
year  for  #340  cats. 

We  e:cpect  tc  receive  v/ithin  the  next  twc  weeks  fi'cin  IOC  to  1S5  fiCty 
pound  lets  cf  seed  potatoes  entered  fcr  certification  this  year,      Thxa  ma- 
terial will  oe  g:rcvn  on  Arccstcck  State  Farm  and  a  complete  set  cf.  nctes 
taken  thrcughcut  the  grc^jving  season  on  diseases,  ^■iyibs-iee,  etCu 

For  t/ie  past  week  we  have  ceen  selecting  seed  stcck  fcr  cur  exper itnental 
plots c      Drr  Clark  reports  that  seme  cf  the  1923  Seedlings  grGv;.n  in  the  green- 
house will  te  ready  tc  pot  next  week* 

(P„  Mo  L6mtard)% 

Lincoln.  Nebraska  Notes*  April  10^1923. 

It  may  ce  of   interest  tc  the  readers  of  t^^   "Eye"  tc  knew  that  the 
acreage  cf  Triuaiph  potatoes  tc  be  listed  for  certi  f  leati  c:.i  th'.s  year  in 
Nebraska  will  prccacly  be  greater  than  last  year-      The  greater  part  cf  the 
certified  seed  has  sold  fcr  02.00  per  hurdred  pound  s*  and  \as  averaged  not 
less  than  01.9O  per  cut.      This  has  given  corsiderable  s-timulus  tc  ths  seed 
certification  business,  even  though  raany  growers  rudied  in  Ui4.:repared  Isst 
year.      The  probabilities  are  that  tte   stcck  planted  this  year  will  be  very 
much  better  than  that  planted  in  previous  years. 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  make  plain  cur  pcsition  in  Mcbraska  .with  regard 
tc  Triumpn  potatoes.      ¥9  dc  not   claim  that  we  Vave  mcsaic  free  Triumph  pota- 
tces,  cut  it  so  happens  xhat  fcr  some  reason,  when  consider:,  ng  tFie   large  i-ium- 
ber  cf  lots  of  potatoes,  there  is  a  Icv/er  percentage  cf  mcsaic  in  the  stcck 
from  the  general  regions  cf  western  Necraska  than  from  tlB  more  northern  and 
eastern  states  in  which  Triumphs  are  grcwn. 

(He  0,  Werner). 

Bridget on.  New  Jersey  Notes.  April  20.  1923. 

Dr.  Wm»  H,  Martin  of  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Experiment   Station  and 
the  V'/riter,  with  the  assistance  of.  Mr,  Frank  Ott,  planted  potatoes  on  Ott's 
farm  April  17.      The  potatoes  vi/ere  taken  out  cf  Seabrcok's  cold  storage  on 
Thursday  of  the  preceding  week.      These  were  treated  with  Corrosive  Sublimate" 
on  Friday  and  most   cf  thorn  cut  cn  Saturdciy.       It  rained  all  day  Friday  and  on 
Saturday  it  snowed,  hailed  ejid  r%'.  red.      The  rai?:  atoi^i  continued  until  Sunday 
night.      Bright  sunshine  and  3,  biis:<  wi  r/I  cn  Mom  ay  made  it  pes  si  tie  to  plant 
cn  Tuesday, 

This  experinent  consists  cf  a  comparison  c.'^  Mai       grown  Ii'ish  Cobblers 
with  New  Jersey  second  crop  Iri&i  Ccbbi.ers  of  the  csire   strains » 

Tuesday  afternoon  the  writer,  whi"j3  waiti.ng  for   a  train,  examirBd  several 
peach  buds  in  Seaorcck's  cri^hi.  rd  at  i'lnoly  Station  aiid  did  not  firJ.  any  buds 
which  appeared  to  be  injured  by  the  cold  weather  and  s  tc  rm  on  Saturday.', 


(  W,  M«  Peace  ck) . 


Arl}.n?tcn  Farm  Ncte,3» 


April  20.  1923. 


On  Thursday  cf  this  week  the  writer  assisted  Profess cr  Stuart  in 
getting  cut  the  seed  stock  tc  ce  shipped  to  Pj-esque  Isle,  I'aine  and  plant- 
ing Irish  CoDblers  frcm  Cartorjdale  ,  Colcradc  . 

(¥,  H«  P.eacock). 

Ncrfclkf  Virginia  Notes >  April  19,  1923^ 

The  potato  situation  in  this  imxe  diate  vicinity  is  scmewhiat  inter- 
esting just  now.      There  is  prcbacly  the  normal  acreage  of  potatxjes  planted 
in  the  i*(orfclk  region  this  year.      This  included  approximately  9,000  barrels 
cf  Prince  Edv/ard  Island  seed  potatoes  and  2,000  carrels  cf  certified  Nev; 
Brunsvdck  stock.      In  addition  tc  this,  H,  H.  Hatfield  &  Company  furnished 
a  large  number  cf  New  Brunsv/ick  nonce rt if ied  potatoes  tc  T.  S»  Scuthgate  & 
Company  who  distributed  them  for  seed  purposes  in  Norfolk  and  eastern  North 
Carolina  sections.      It  is  reported  that  these  potatoes  are  ger mi nati ngsf air- 
ly v/ell«      There  have' been  reports  of  consideraole  ret  in  some  sections,  es- 
pecially in  the  Elizaceth  City  section  in  North  Caroliria  and  in  the  lover  end 
of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Araie  Counties.      Most   of  this  rot,  hc^^ever,  has  teen 
reported  with  the  ordinary  strains  of  pctatoea  rather  than  the  selected  lots 
mentioned*      The  cold  weather  has  dslayed  germination  in  this   section  very 
materially.      In  some  places  the  plants  are  just  appearir^  above  the  ;^rcund 
ard  in  a  few  places  su.ffi  cient  cf  them  are  above  the  ground  to  mark  the  rows. 

I  spent  yesterday  in  the  vicinity  cf  Onley,      There  the  cold  weather 
has  delayed  the  germiraticn  even  more  th^n  in  the  Norfolk  region*      I  only 
saw  twc  cr  three  fields  inv.hich  the  potatoes  were  accve  the  prcund  but  th^re 
is  net  very  much  complaint  cf  ret.      In  a  talk  vAth  Mr.  Burton  yesterday  ,  he 
tcld  me  that  the  Accomac  County  farmers  are  plartirg  verv  heavily  this  year. 
In  fact,  the  acreage  is  very  much  in  excess  cf  that  cf  last  year.      It  seems 
that  the  present  stiffening  in  tie  potato  markets  has  encouraged  the  Accomac 
farmers  tc  plant  heavily,      Mr»  Burton  also   tells  me  that  he  is  havi  quite 
a  demand  fcr  contract  potatoes  for  June  arri  early  July  delivery  ard  thdt  this 
demand  would  indicate  a  fair  price  for  potatoes  at  least  djri  rg  the  early  part 
cf.  the  season, 

(T,  C.  Johnson), 

Madison,  V-isconsin  Notes.  April  17  ,  1923, 

The  season  inVJisccrsin  is  unusually  backward.      This  affects  gen- 
eral farm  operations,  hox".ever  j  mere  than  the  regular  work  conrscted  with  po- 
tato grcT/ing. 

On  April  10  representatives  cf  all  the  certified  seed  potato  growing 
regions  of  Wiscorsin  met  a-i  Stevens  Point.      The  Seed  Potato  Inspection  Ser- 
vice submitted  plans  for  the  1923  work.      Action  v/as  taken  by  the  delegates 
present  to  organize  anAd""-iscry  V/iscc     in  Certified  Seed  Potato  Inspection 
Beard.      This  board  will  ce  ocmpcsed  of  seven  members,  namely:-  The  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Inspection  Service,  a  -i^mcer  of  the  Wiscorsin  Department  cf 
Markets,  a  memcer  of  the  Department  cf  Plant  Pathology,  cm  County  Agent  and 
three  potato  grcv/ers  of  the   state.        It  is  planned  that  this  board  shall  act 
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in  an  adviscry  caracrty  cn  such  .luesticns  as  stardards,  grades,  brand?,  "tra^xg"- 
ing  system,  and  all  ii.itter:j'  pertaining  to  the   develcpnBnt  cf  the  seed  po>;atc 
industry  of  ihe  state. 

Potato  shipper!,  transportation  interests,  and  ethers  Tiill  nEet  vdth  the 
CO  ard  at  its  first  seesicn  to  meet  important  problems  involved  in  the  oarketing 
of  seed  potato  crop. 

Wiscorisin  grcvifers  v.d  11  send  their  seed  stock  for  the  1923  cooperative 
teste  at  Spconer  aocut  April  25*      A  limited  nurxer  cf  the  jb  adi  ng  strains 
f  rem  Michi  gan^  Nebraska  and  Colorado  vAll  ibe  planted  on  the  Spccncr  Branch" 
Static's  in  1923, 

liilward) . 

Was}iiy,<rton  Ncte3.  April  20,  1923. 

The  rain,  reported  as  fall.lng  vjYBn  notes  fcr   l?.?-:t  week's  ^Eye"  were  ■ 
being  ■'.vrittenf  did  not  let  up  until  Saturday  evenizAg  "rhen       turned  into  a 
soft  snow.      On  Sunday  morning  the   lawns  v.ere  ccverec.  vdiJi  a  light  rrantle  of 
sncw*      Cloudy  and  cool  wee^thex-  rre vailed  throughout  Sunday  cut  Mondsv  was 
clear.      Yesterday  (Thursday,  the  tetiiperature  rose  to  a  ]^cint  -'here  it  was 
actually  ccmfortaLle  with  cut  an  rverc:at* 

One  lot  of  Coloradc  g::c'^rn  Irish  Gccder  seed  stock  was  planted  at  Arl- 
ing  ton  Farm  sterday  o  Sets  planted  March  29  have  net  yet  brolen  grcund* 
A  few  days  v;ana- weather  -'.'ijl  cauqe  fruit  and  leaf  buds  to  unfold  very  rapidly. 

Prices  fcr  good  tatle  st-c  continue  tc  advariCe  in  spite  cf  a  rather 
heavy  daily  carlot  mcvaientc  Lateness  of  the  Southern  crop  coupled  with 
losses  due  to  the  freez«^  'j!  ds  fair  to  ver^'  materially  lessen  shipments  tc 
Northern  narkets. 

It  would  appear  as  if  the  stage  we^   set  for  a  stronger  demand  for  old 
stock  throughout  May  and.  possib?.y  the  early  part  cf  June  than  is  ordir^arily 
the  case*        In  vi  ev;  of  this  fa^S;  it  --vould  seem  reascmcle  tc  e.^ect  that  the 
mrket  for  old  stock      11  renain  steady  and  firm  mth  sli^tly  advarjsii^  pri- 
ces. 

guarantee  is  given  ty  the  writer  that  the  acove  prediction    Is  in- 
fallicle  and  each  grower  who  hq.s  surplus  stock  tc  sell  should  carefully  con- 
sider the  advisability  c-:   ho3di  ng  for   a  hisher  mrket, 

(isie  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes > 


April  23.  1923. 


The  v/eather  for  the  past  v:e3k  has  been  quite  variable.      The  first  ■ 
days  of  the  week  were  -warm  and  sprino;-like ,  then  came  two  very  windy  da3''3 , 
whicla  were  fcllo^/ed  by  rain  Saturday  nicrht  and  sncv>'  Sunday,    The  his:h  wi'nds 
did  great  damage  .to  scire  crops,  the  grain  crops  of  the  dry  land  district 
being  especially  damaged.      The  precipitation  for  Saturday  and  Sunday  v;as 
.69  of  an  inch. 

About  half  of  the  potato  ground  was  plowed  this  v/eek.  Plowing  opera- 
tions, however,  wiU-  have  to  be  suspended  for  several  days  coiner  to  the  re- 
cent rains. 

The  old  alfalfa  is  oeins:  irrigated  v.'henever  v.'ater  is  availatle.  It 
is  thcusht  that  o^^ing  to  the  cool  nights  it  is  a  little  unsafe  to  water  the 
ycung  alfalfa. 

According  to  the  United  States  division  cf  crop  and  live  stcck  esti- 
r.ates ,  it  is  estinated  that  the  '^dorado  famers  nc\v  intend  to  plant  about 
20/o  less  acrea'::e  cf  potatoes  this  year  than  last.    This  rail  represent  a 
reduction  cf  about  30,000  acres  and  t/culd  ntean  the  planting  of.  about  122,000 
acres  in  the  state,  as  coinpared  with  152,000  estimated  as  the  area  planted 
last  year. 

The    potato  market  has  been  more  active  durine  the  past  week.  The 
price  advanced  to  |1.00  during;  the  niddle  cf  the  week  arjd  many  potatoes 
were  shipped  cut  at  that  fi^.  re.      Host  cf  the  haulin^t  v/as  done  Dy  motor 
trucks,  tea:as  be-r.-  ^usv  in  the  fields.     Saturday  the  rcarket  v^as  consider- 
ably breaker  and  :^rciuce  nen  were  offering:  but  85  and  90  for  U.  S.  Grade  No.l. 
Sooie  dealers  estimate  that  there  are  now  about  7000  cars  of  merchantable 
potates  left  in  the  district. 

(W,  E.  Edmundson) . 

Baton  Rouc^e.  La.  Notes.  April  23  ,  1923  . 

Monday,  April  23,  w.as  spent  in  the  cocirany  of  Prcfoisscr  Tieccut,  Dr. 
Edgerton  and  Mr,  Hull  of  the  Lcuiaiana.  Fx]  eriaenz  Station;  Mr.  Werner  of 
Necraska  Experiasnt  Station  and  Mr«  Taylor  cf  t^  Burliinston  Railway,  study- 
ing the  Cehavi  or  of  Triumph  seed  stcck  from  IIontana>  North  Dakota,  Nebraska-^ 
Minnesota,  V.'isconsin,  Maine  and  home  grown  seed.      Thirty  lots  of  seed  are 
included  in  this  test  and  the  percentages  of  mosaic  in  them  v-^ere  found  to 
vary  from  0  to  over  88  per  c-ent .     Almost  as  striking  variations  are  to  ce 
noted  in  the  size  and  vigor  cf  the  plants  from  some  lots  cf  seed  a.s  com- 
pared va  th  cC-ers.     Inother  very  noticeable  difference  in  tlie   behavior  cf 
some  lots  cf   seed  ov^r  that  cf  oliiers  is  in  t^_  it  of   stand.  Practically 
all  lots  of  seed  pro  i  cing  vigorous  plants  s'-^a"  a  high  percentage  stand, 
^hile  almost  '. af^. ct,  exception  the   lots  in  Tr'-^ich  there  is  a  hida  percentage 
cf  mosaic  there  is  a    "'uch  poorer  stand.      One  ct'^er  feature  is  quite  out- 
standing ard  that  is  f^e  hom.e  trro^.'n  or  pn?  r^ar  re :roved-f rom-the -North 
seed.      The  plants  are,  as  a  rule,  not  c^er  ore -third  as  large  and  have 
a  high  percentage  of  m.osaic. 


For  the  past  60  days  it  is  claimed  that  rains  have  been  sc  frequent 
in  this  section  that  cn  s  cnie  sells  it  has-  not  been  pcasicle  tc  culti-'ate 
the  crcpsc      On  the  Station  rrrji  tr.ere  '.s  eniple  svi  of  tco  in;;.ch  rain 

frca  the  fact  that  a.  .lar-^e  pcrtion  of  the   ccrn  land  had  tc  te  replanted 
due  i;o  ;;'ottino-  ca  the  ^ccod  ci   the  /i-'st  planting* 

Wn'.ls  the  pota'io  land  was  still  toe  \^.'et  to  do  any  deep  tillage  the 
surface  rf  the  i-'dge;^  v/ere  bein-;;  loosened  up  with  rpike  teeth  cult  i"a.tcrs . 
One  of  "cha  inplementy  being  used  was  neiv  tc  the  writer;  it  is  called  a 
side  harrow.     It  consiats  cf  a  netal  ira'ie  sc^iev/hat  similar  in  outline  tc 
a  flai-iron.      One  side  cf  this  frame  has  a  rcvi  cf  srike  teeth.      It  re- 
:iU3.rcc   one  rcur^d  for  e?.oh  ret/  and   is  tf'e  rex  ere  ,  not  a  verv  econcmicai  im- 
pleTicnt  tc  use,      It  vjould  ssera  ao  it   some  enter pid  si ng  .xanufactu rer  could 
construct  e.n  impleirarit      ct  v;culd  dc  i5ie  sides  ci  two  ridges  in  cne  opera- 
tion and  have  it  adjustable  t.c  an^r  ordinary  slope  of  ridp-e, 

(W.  Stuart). 

Pre  5  juo  •(  3 13  ,  Mai  ne  Not  e s  „  '  Ar>ril  21.  1923. 

Most  cf  the  past  week  has  been  warm  and  spring-like  but  to  date  we 
have  had  practically  no  rain: 

Inquiries  are  ccming  in  daily  regarding  the  use   cf  Ccrrcsive  Subli- 
mates     Th^.        F;-,  C}:-^'l5 le ,  w: ,  p  Inc.*  have  200  acres  entered  for  certifica- 
tion b'jt  plan  to  treat  oOOO  barrels  cf  seed  potatcesc 

To  date  about   oni'-ha;'*  cf  the  rample  lets  cf  seed  entered  fcr  certi- 
fication have  been  lecelvod  at  Arco stock  Farm, 

Abcut  on© -half  cf   ou;-  seed  has  teen  treated  to  date.      No  seed  has 
teen  ait  other  than  that  fcr  the  Tine  cf   Cuttirg  Experiment, 

It  vail  be  a  week   tc   ten  days,  and  possibly  two  weeks,  before  xiB  can 
wcrk  the   land  on  Arcc stock  State  FariHt 

Table  stock  is  still  conisanding  a  gcod  price.      Green  i.'cuntairiS  bring 
from  |3.00  to  ^^3.25  per  barrel  F,  0,  B. 

(  P.  M.  Lombard) . 

Pre3.;ue  Isle  ^  Maine  Notes.  April  ZZ  .  1923 . 

The  work  in  the  greenhouse  is  pro gies?  ing  nicely ^      Good  germination 
has  been  secu.  red  from  most  oi  the   seed  pla:t.odo      In  'vie  J&  lots  from  which 
records  were  obtained  the  ger'-ainati  on  ranged  from  76  tc  100  per  cent.  A 
few  of  the  lots  vh  ich  are  farthcsc  advanced  will  be  ready  tc  pot  this  week, 

The  season  is  much  later  than  usual  this  year.      During  the  last  2  cr 
3  days,  however,  the  snow  has  been  goir^g  rapidly  and  most  of  the  fields  are 
bare.    The  roads  are  in  very  peer  ccrdltion  now  and  our  ordinary  meajis  cf 
trarjsportat  i  on  tc  and  fromi  the  farm  have  failed  so  f^at  vi-e  have  been  obliged 
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to  m'alk*      A  few  ccrnings  I  have  taken  a  train  vfiaich  can  te  stopped  at  a 
flag  staticn  abcut  half  a  mile  frcra  tl:e  farm* 

(C.  F,  Clark), 

Fort  Fair'ield.  M&l?^  Notes,  At^ril  23  .  1923. 

Fcr  ycur  inf cm aM cn  v;culd  ad'/ise  that        believe  there  are  approxi- 
mately 2000  cars  resn.ir.in:;  to  ce  shipped  frcir-  "'ii  is  section.      Prices  bein^ 
paid  to  grcY/ers.  $?,-00  balk  barrel,  equals'  Ol»81  cwt.      Nevi?  England  market 
is  not  as  active  as  a  v;eok  age  a 

Reads  are  very  bad  herSf  very  little  stuff  beir^  hau.led  by  the  farm- 
ers, and  each  day  seas  a  ^'^re  house  closed  having  disposed  cf   stuff  and  net 
sufficient  stuff  coining  in  to  pay  e^^renses  cf  operatins;. 

(E,  Edmunds,  Sr.). 

Wash  incrf.on  Mot pn  >  Ar^ril  27  .  1923. 

The  v/riter  on  l^ednesday,  April  25;  started  a  greenhouse  tuber  selection 
experiment  .      Each  tuber  \^3s  r^umbersd  and  orB  set  from  each  was  planted  in  a 
pot  indexed  with  a  cox- ^6  tp  cirll  rig,  nuiibero      The  tubers  rhich  do  net  show  signs 
cf  disease  rail  be  planted  at  Arlir^^tcnj  Va,  next  July. 

The  weather  has  beer,  ral:'  and  cool  since  the  lest  issue  cf  the  "Eye"  * 
A  good  v.'arm  shcv/er      uli  be  very  beneficial. 

Thursday  evening-  April  26,  the  writer  left  Washington  to  assist  Mr. 
Leonard  M.  Benham  of  Hi^wocd,  Conno  in  planting  two  strains  of  Irisa  Cob- 
blers, 

The  ccject  cf  this  e  :xpe  r  iment  is  to  test  cut  r'airB   grc"n  ani  also  south- 
errxt  New  Jersey  seccrd  crop  potatoes  cf  the  same  strains, 

(W,  M,  Peacock), 
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QraeleVf  Colorado  Nctes. 


Ar.ril  30  .  19:?3  > 


The  -jveather  for  the  past  week  has  been  rather  cool  and  cloudy. 
Thursday  night  .14-  of  an  Inch  of  rain  fell,  which,  top;ether  with  the  preci- 
y       pitation  for  the  preceding  week  insures  sufficient  aioisture  to  meet  the  im" 
modiate  crop  requirements. 

J  Most  of  the  time  durinj^  the  past  week  has  been  spent  in  sorting;?;  and 

sacking  potatoes.      We  have  also  continued  irriE;ating  the  alfalfa  which  will 
be  c  omplete d  t o  iii  gh t , 

The  oats  hax'e  p^ermirated  and  the  crops  at  the  station  are  looking 
well  at  the  present  time. 

The  potato  market  dropped  to  75  cents  per  cwt .  on  Monday  and  buyers 
continued  to  pay  that  price  throughout  the  week,  few  shiprrents,  however,  being 
aiade  i  dealers  reporting  very  light  wire   inquiries  and  farmers  not  inclined  to 
haul  at  that  figure,      Soeb  buyers  express  the  opinion  that  we  will  see  a 
stroriger  market  v^ithin  the  next  week  or  two. 

(  W.  C,  Edmunds  on) . 

Presjue  Isle,  Maine  Notes..  April  29.  1923. 

The  potato  seedlings  are  growing  rapidly  new.      A  few  have  been  potted 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  greater  part  of  the  reminder  will  be  during  the 
coming  week. 

In  conn3ction  with  the  sterility  studies  quite  an  extensive  experiireji+ 
has  been  started  in  the  greenhouse  to  determine  the  effect  of  different  treat- 
ments on  the  quality  of  the  pol3-en  with  t^.e  hope  of  firming  sc-ne  method  which 
will  overcome  the  sterility  of  certain  varieties,  so  that  they  can  be  user! 
pollen  parents  in  crossing'. 

The  season  rem  ins  cold  and  backward.      While  most  of  the  snow  has 
gone  from  the  fields  the  soil  is  too  wet  to  permit  of  any  work  being  dene  in 
preparation  for  planting. 

(C,  F.  Clark). 

n^w  Bruas'.doV.  N.  J.Nctes.  ^  April  26  .  19^3  . 

The  late  spring  has  delayed  potato  planting  in  Ne'^'f  Jersev,  a  few 
m«re  clear  days  will  enable  the  growers  to  complete  the  operation.    Sorr.e  re~ 
ports  of  losses  from  freezing  are  had. from  Central  New  Jersey,  fen  one  in- 
stance 30  acres  v.ere  replanted. 


The  acreage  in  New  Jersey  is  reported  as  being  approximately  20/:.  less 
tha.n  last  year.      In  South  Jersey  t^'e  acreage  is  about  the  same, 

A  considerable  amount  of  certified  seed  was  planted  this  yee^r,  many 
growers  purchasing  certified  seed  who  never  did  so  before.      The  seed  soi-irce 
test  plots  conducted  in  various  of  the  important  potato  growing  centers  the 
past  several  years  has  done  much  to  drive  home  the  va.lue  of  certified  seedi 


I 


A  larger  number  of  s-^o^'^rs  than  e\''er  bsicre  disiniected  t'leir  seed 
this  year.    A  seed  potato  disinfection  project  ms  ccrducted  in  i'Ion;~.:.uth 
County  this  spring.-  -ipprcxlsicicely  lOiJG  srrowers  vvere  pr=;39nt  at  theoo  deicon- 
strat icnsand  75  g:'o\Ter3  vere  lurnisilied  v'icV'  disiniected  seed  f  a"  (j:  rapara-'-. i^'e 
purposes  t 

South  Jersey  seed  grc^/ers  disposed  o.^  all  ox  their  ^eedc.saost  of  it  oeinr 
planted  in  Me7/  Jersey-',  but  am.rants  \xp  to  lo  cars  have  bson  planted  in  Oonnect 
cut,  Long  Island,  Nev:  Yorkj  Vivingia-  South  Oarolina.  North  Carolina^  Penrj- 
aylvania  and  De]^\;are,      A  considerable  acrea.q:o  Till  be  planted  iii  late  po- 
tatoes this  year.      The  seed  for  planting  ihis  crop  is  now  in  storf.ge  in  the 
various  cold  storage  houses  in  South  O'ersey.-      hicsx  of  the  seed  this  year 
will  beeentered'  for  certification.    This  sprine  a  test  plot  was  pl3,nted  in 
South  Jersey  vhich  included  3c  lots  of  certified  seed.^     Careful  observations 
will  be  made  on  the  plot  during  the  su'rrrer  for  ^diseases,  etcc      Next  year 
all  groovers  ~;ho  have  seed  csrxified  vill  be  required  to  enter  their  seed  in 
a  test  "?lot . 

Most  of  the  exr®*mental  plots  have  been  planted.      Last  week  the  last 
o:  the  4  fertilizer*  plots  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  Soils  Fertility 
Investigations  was  planted.      On  Tuesday  the  lact  of  the  3  plots  in  whic/h  a 
coiipariscn  is  being  r::ade  of  Northern  and  New  Jersey  grown  seed  was  planted.-. 
This  work  is  being  coniucted  m  cooperation  with  Prof,  otuart,      A  nuiiber  of 
tests  are  be  ins;  conducted  to  det'^riTii  no  fui'ther -the  action  of  sulfur  on  the 
control  of  scab  as  well  as  to  detsrn:ine  the  residual  effect  of  this  :~?at9rial, 

(¥,  H,  Llartin)* 

Washington.  D.  3.  Mote?.  "ay  ^.  19.? 3^  

As  noted  in  the  last  irsue  of  ths  "Fye"  the  writer  left  for  Hip;hwccd, 
Conn,  on  the  evening  of  April  2?  to  sjipervi^e  t^-e  planting  of  two  strains 
of  Irish  Gobblers  both  grov.^  in  IJaine  and  in  southern  New  Jersey.      The  train 
arrived  about  a  couple  of  hours  before  sunrise  Tf-hich  enable  the  writer  to  c*et 
an  early  start.      Fith  the  aole  assistance  of  Mr.  Leorard       Benhao  and  his 
associates  the  work  corxneeted  with  the  planting  of  this  e?psrir£Bnt  was  com- 
pleted in  one  day*      This  enabled  the  writer  to  be  the  first  one  on  deck  in 
the  office  Saturday  jrorningi 

The  soil  where  the  potatoes  were  planted  on  Benhaa's  farr.  was  in  a  sple 
did  physical  conditiono  At  that  tide  th-.t  section  of  "cnnecticut  needed  rai 
Cv^d^y, 

The  writer  looked  o'^'sr  the  potato  sy^eri  oBnts  at  Arlington  I'ams  ITed-- 
n83d;.y.    A  few  potato  plants  of  those  that  -'ere  ■■■lanted  i.'arch  3^  and  30  "^er^ 
creaking  the  q;round.    The  sets  that  were  planted  April  19  have  nearly  as  lor.- 
sprouts  as  those  planted  the  last  rf  iiarch.      Zcth  experi2Bntal  plots  vere 
h<.irrov:ed  over  yesterday. 

The  sets  that  were  planted  i.:  pots  in  the  green ho'.;.s  e ,  April  25,  are 
cracking  the  g-round. 
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Last  Saturday  evening  the  inuch  needed  rain  cacie  in  the  form  of  a  hard 
3hov/er.    The  Weather  Bureau  recorded  1.40  iriches  of  precipitation  .     It  has 
been  fair  and  rather  cool  e^^er  since  the  shorsr. 

'iichigan  Russet  Rurals  are  selling  for  ^3,25  for  150  lb»  sack;  nev 
Spaulding  No  4  are  selling  from  v3.50  to  --4,25  on  the  wholesale  carket  in 
Fashinc^ton.      The  sa.ae  new  potatoes  are  retailing  3  lbs,  for  25^. 

(W,  M.  Peacock), 

Wisconsin  Notes,.  May  1.  1923  . 

The  writer  has  just  completed  a  trip  through  several  of  the  potato 
counties  and  is  able  to  report  a  very  optimistic  attitude  on  the  part  of 
'.'Wisconsin  potato  grom^rs  in  c onnect ion  -with  plans  for  the  1923  crop*  We 
have  received  re^^orts  frorr  regions  of  the  state  indicating  that  there  will 
De  an  increase  of  about  30%  in  the  number  of  men  who  will  arply  for  seed  po- 
tato inspection  in  1923. 

As  a  result  of  the  Stevens  Point  conference  an  Advisory  Certified  Seed 
Inspection  Board  of  seven  members  has  been  appointed. 

Samples  of  seed  stock  are  now  arriving  at  Spooner.    The  stock  v.ill  be 
assembled  and  treated  next  v/eek  in  preparation  for  plantings.    Betvi^een  80 
and  100  men  ^?/ill  furnish  50  pound  samples  for  t)rB  Spooner  trial  plots  this 
year . 

Vv'e  are  raking  an  effort  to  secure  some  sanples  of  uncertified  ana  un- 
inspected Triumphs  for  planting  on  the  trial  plots  this  y3ar. 

(J.  Milward). 

Louisiana  Notes.  Arril  28  .  1923 . 

A  "field  day"  meeting  v/as  held  at  the  new  University  Farm,  B^.ton  Roufre 
La«,  Tuesday  forenoon,  April  24.    So^re  fifty  persons  attended  this  meeting 
vvhich  was  primarily  held  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  potato  trial  plot 
arjd  of  studying  the  relative  performance  of  different  strains  of  certified 
and  uncertified  Tri  u-aph  seed  potatoes.      Much  interest  Vv'as  shown  in  this  ex- 
pera^ent  and  some  valuable  object  lessons  v.e  re  presented.      ImiTiedi ate ly  fcl- 
loviTing  the  inspection  of  t'-B  plots,  short  addresses  were  jade  by  Pi'cf.  Tiebc 
Dr  Fdgerton  and  Prof.  Perkins  of  t'-e  University  and  Extern  ion  Service;  Prof. 
V.'erner  of  the  Nebraska  A~ricultural  College,  ard  the  writer.      These  talks 
emphasized  t}-e  value  of  certified  seed  potatoes  and  served  to  drive  home  the 
lessens  brought  out  in  the  experimental  plots.      ^dght  sho"'ers  brought  the 
:.;3eting  to  an  acpapt  close  ard  soon  dispersed  ±\b  visiters. 

The  afternoon  'O'as  aevcted  tc  conferences  ';^it h  certai  n  Unr^'ersity  indi- 
viduals . 

At  5:15  P.  M,  Messrs.  Tie  bout,  Hull  and  f'^ackey  of  the  University,  iind 
V/erner,  Taylor  and  the  "Titer  too  the  train  for  New  Orleans  sn  route  to  La- 
fourche Parish.    The  nig;ht  ^^•a3  stent  at  Ne\?  Orleans  and  a  5:55  trai,:  taken  i 
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the  £r.crning  for  Lockport  vi'here  cur  party  v/as  met  by  a  number  cf  the  Lafcui'che 
district  'j^rowers  and  car-'-ied  by  auto  to  the  Delta  Fai'uis  son^e  12  miles  south 
of  that  point.    Delta  FarnTS  embraces  sonethisac;  over  33CO  acres  of  reclaimed 
swai-^p  land.    The  soil  consists  of  rriuck  or  partially  deccmpcsed  peat.  In 
u&ny  respects  the  type  of  soil  and  the  r^^thod  c?   reclairation  is  very  similar 
to  the  reclaimed  "tule  lands  in  the  delta  sections  of  the  Sacra.r:ento  and 
San  Joa.juin  Rivers  in  California.     Levels  serve  tc  keet)  tide  water  and  river 
freshets  fror.  flooding  the  land,  -ivhich  is  actually  a  little  telov  sea  le^'el , 
and  po'verful  steaii  pu::jps  make  it  possible  to  remove  surplus  'A'ater  fro:c:  the 
land  under  cultivation  by  lifting  it  -y/er  the  levee  and  discharging  it  into 
the  bayou c    The  only  feature  lacking  in  the  coraps-riocn  7.'ith  the  California 
tule  lands  is  that  of  the  absence  C'f  Japanese,  Chinese,  and  Hindu  laborers', 
otherwise  one  could  readily  imagine  hiuiself  in  the  Stockton  or  Middle  River 
sections  in  California,    The  lodging  of  horses  and  '-Bavy  tractors,  the  sub- 
sidence of  tl'e  !land  under  cultivation  and  the  sjaking  of  the  land  for  soixe 
distance  by  the  iiiipact  of  one's  weight  are  corcrion  experiences  cn  these  newly 
reclaimed  lands* 

Some  200  acres  of  potatoes  are  being  grown  on  the  Delta  Farms  this  season 
Two-thirds  of  this  acreage  cd  ns  ist  of.  Triumphs  and  the  balance  of  Burbank  and 
Irish  Cobbler*    For  the  past  few  years  the  q; rowing  of  Triumphs  cn  the  Delta 
Fari::!3  has  been  abandoned  owing  to  their  failure,  according  to  lur,  Hallory  the 
Manager,  to  produce  a  satisfactory  crop,    Mr«  Malloiy  was   induced  this  season 
through  Mr.  Hull  of  the  University,  to  try  certified  Triumph  eeed  stock  and 
as  a  result  two  carloads  of  Nebraska  certified  seed  were' planted  n    The  splen- 
did di  owing  which  they  are  making  furnishes  ample  evidence  that  previous  fail 
ures  m'ith  this  variety  were  v/ithout  doubt  due  -co   inferior  seed  stock,  and 
there  is  every  likelihood  that  both  the  Burbank  and  Irish  Cohller  vd  11  be  dis 
carded  another  season  as  they  are  from  one  to  tm'o  weeks  later  in  maturing. 

Owing  to  a  late  season  and  an  extrerr:ely  wet  one  planting  in  most  fields 
observed  had  been  done  between  IJarch  7  to  25;,  and  even  those  planted  on  the 
earlier  date  had  suffered  sou:e  injury  from  frost  the  latter  part  of  March. 
Some  poor  stands  were  noted  which  were  attributed  to  the  rotting  of  the  sets 
due  to  the  cold  wet  soil.    On  the   other  hand  some  excellent  fields  were  ob- 
served, which,  although  planted  as  late  as  March  20,  were  here  and  there  show 
plants  with  some  bloom. 

The  writer  v/as  informed  by  Mr,  Mallory  that  Triumph  potatoes  had  been 
hanrested  in  a  previous  season  61  days  after  the  planting  of  the  sets. 

Froilj  3o:tb  of  the  best  fields  noted  it  is  estimated  that  200  or  more  bu- 
shels per  acre  will  be  hirvested,  .  .  • 

No  irrigation  is  required  on  Delta  Farms,  the  normal  rainfall  being  more 
than  ample  for  the  needs  of  growing  crops. 

Late  sp>ring  frosts  are  of  cooic.on  occurrence  making  the  production  of  a 
very  early  crop  a  rather  hazardous  proposition. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  short  addresses  by  a  goodly  nuiiiber  of  these 
present  after  which  vje  were  trai-Bported  by  autos  to  Thibodaux,  a  distance  of 
soffle  34  miles*    Thibodaux  is  t'::e  county  seat  of  Lafourche  Parish.. 


An  interesting  local  exjoression  was  noted  in  Terrebomae  Parish.  The 
young  folks,  as  well  as  srown-ups,  speak  of  aprayinp-  for  the  Colorado  potato 
beetle,  or  of  pickinp;  the  fauces ,  as  "Bullffoo sei nc^"  t^^e  potatoes,    The  term 
Bull  Moose  is  said  to  have  been  applied  tc  potato  Ixigs  scon  after  the  foma- 
tion  of  the  Bull  Hoc '39  party. 

Thursday  iviorning  the  party  proceeded  by  autos  from  Thibodau::  tc  Houma, 
in  Terrebonne  Parish,  for  tv^e  purpose  of  inspecting  the  p^irls  and  boys  potato 
club  plots,  as  well  as  c  onr/ierci  al  fields.     County  Asent,  Geornie  Arceman,  took 
charge  of  the  party  at  this  point  and  very  successfully  conducted  it  thou3;hout 
certain  portions  of  the  Parish.    An  occasional  ctrower  v:^b  reported  tc  be  har- 
vesting his  crop.      One  grov-er  was  said- to  be  getting  a  yield  of  235  bushels 
per  acrefor  which  he  was  receivii;^  s^S.OO  per  cwt,  f,  o»  b»  shipping  point.  We 
returned  to  Thibodaux  in  tine  to  taVe  the  5:00  P,  IJ«  auto  bus  to  Donald3on""-ille 
34  miles  away,  where  tye  night  train  v/as  taken  tar  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  the  Burlington  R.  H»  left  the  party  at  Houm  en  route  to 
Brownsville,  Texas* 

Friday  forenoon  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  some  exprir:ental  plots 
on  the  farm  of  W,  S.  V/erner  at  Lecoiiipte.    Here  as  elsewhere  were  found  eviden- 
ces of  the  v;et  ®ld  season,  in  poor  stand  and  relatively  scall  size  of  the 
plants  as  compared  with  what  v^as  seen  on  the  sarae  farr_  May  3,  1922.  Notwith- 
starjding  t'oe  unfavorable  V/eather  conditions  Mr,  V'amer's  40-acre  crop  prom- 
ises to  be  a  paving  one.     A  number  of  other  fields  to  re  visited  during  the  day 
including  a  large  one  operated  as  a  deinonstr ation  farir  on  cutover  pirs  land 
by  the  Cady  Lumber  CoTcpany.    The  Manager,  Mr,  Calhoun,  has  90  acres  of  pota- 
toes that  rang©  from  very  poor  to^quite  9:0 od. 

The  farm  of  E,  C«  Iviarler  at  Boyce  was  visited  Saturday  forenoon  and  while 
some  very  good  potatoes  were  noted  they  do  not  compare  favorably  Mth  those 
observed  on  Mr,  Marler's  place  lc3t  jsar.    Throush-out  the  sreater  part  of  the 
Alexandria  district  the  seed  planted  was  Nebraska  certified  Trium.ph  stock  or 
hoas  groT^n  seed. 

A  number  of  other  fields  were  visited  during  tY&  day  most   of  which  ^Aere 
only  fair  stock. 

The  Louisiana  potato  crop,  as  observed  by  the  writer  durizv  the  week  of 
April  23  to  28,  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows:-    Ovine:  to  the  cold  v,et 
spring  the  stand  as  a  general  rule  is  poor,  varying  fro^r;  stands  so  poor  that 
the  fields  were  plcp'/ed  up  and  oiher  crops  planted,  to  a  nearlv  perfect  stand. 

Machine  planted  fields  as  a  rule  shcp;  better  stands  than  hand  planted 
ones.  This  is  thou^ot  to  be  due  to  a  shallov/er  -and  more  unifor."  depth  of 
covering  of  the  sets. 

A  large  per  cent  of  the  acreage  is  planted  vith  certified  seed*     It  is 
estirrated  that  about  45  carlods  of  certified  Triuraphs  were  planted  in  Louisi- 
ana this  season.- 

In  most  fields  inspected  a  mum  lomer  percentage  of  - mosaic  -s-^'as  observed 
this  year  than  last  season, 

(Vtm,  Stuart), 
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O-Tyel^'r^  rioloradc  Notes.  Mav     ,  ♦ 

The  wee  the  r  has  been  very  favorable  for  j^ircwing  crops  during  the  week, 
Wednesday  night  .27  of  an  iiich  of  rain  fell  axid  Sunday,  Mav  S,   »20  of  an  inch 
of  rain  v/as  recorded.    The  Sunday  rain  was  acccmpanied  by  a  hail  storm  which 
caused  slight  damage  to  sc.ne  ■^rops-     I  think,  ho'-ever,  the  hail  storm  was  not 
very  extensive. 

Early  potato  planting  in  the  Gilcrest  District  is  about  coPT^letedi 


Soil  conditions  are  ■ver/  favorable  ard  a  good  germination  should  be  ex- 
pected.   We  planted  a  few  rows  of  Triumphs  Saturday  which  is  a  rarb  of  our 
"time  of  planting"  e:q5e  rice  nt  . 

There  is  practically  no  potato  market  ir.  GreeZey  at  the  loresent  time. 
So^e  buyers  are  off3ring  50  cents  per  hundred,  ^/hile  other  produce  men  are 
net  Jiaking  any  offers  to  the  gro^»ers.      It  v;as  thought  last  week  that  an  in- 
creased price  ^A-culd  be  paid  in  the  i^ar  future,  tut  none  of  the  buyers  seen,  to 
be  optimistic    as  to  the  price  a.t  tl-B  preoent  time.    A  fev:  buyers  have  stated 
that  tbey  do  not  expect  toiibuy  any  more  potatoes  this  year.    There  are  between 
300  and  500  cars  of  potatoes  left  in  the  Greeley  District  but  it  appears  to  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  nuirjser, 

(V,  Edmundson)* 

Presjue  Isle,  liaine  Notes.  Arril  28,  192?. 

The  T/eathe  r  for  the  mst  vreek  h.as  rerair.ed  cool  v:ith  a  great  deal  of 
cloudy  weather.  It  rained  verv  ^-ard  Sat'iraa-^  removing  a  large  part  cf  the 
sn  c'i^" , 

Farmers  are  very  busy  treating  seed  potatoes  with  bichloride  cf  Mercury. 
Liore  \7heat  and  oats  will  be  treated  for  smut  this    ear  than  hitrerto. 

'\iVe  expect  to  finish  treating  cur  seed  r.otatoes  on  Aroostook  State  Fairn, 
Uonday,      The  treating  tarjk  Vvill  be  loaned  to  the  ''r^'arm.    The  balance  cf  the 
lots  entered  for  certification,  ai:d  ot':e~  mi:-i  "'^llar.eous  lots  that  come  in 
during  the  next  ten  days,  v;ill  oe  t Treated  la*\''". 

¥'e  expect  to  begin  cutting  soed  re  xt 

The  potato  market  is  ratjisr  dull,  pri-^.-^s  offered  to  's:Tcv^rs  "^2.50  per 
barrel  7,0.3, 

(p.  M,  Lombard). 

Pres  jue  Isle,  Mai  re  Notes.  Mav  5  .  1923 . 

Because  of  the  serious      shout  on  the  Ban^-cr  &  Aroostook  R.        I  '.Jas 
unable  tc  get  the  notes  for  tVe  "5ye"  in  last  ..vf-ek. 

The  rain  rhich  began  last  Saturday  cent,  inued  thro usji out  Sunday  and  Mcrjiay, 
the  rain  gauge  at  the   far'u  req:ist=ri  ng  4  ir.ci':3s. 
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The  j-OTsr  plant  at  /.rocstcok  Fails  v/hich  fv.rnishes  electricity  to  triis 
53ction  Ci  thB  country  v/as  put  out  of  corri'nisai on  Monday,  April  30,  for  a  rvaek. 

Practically  all  of  the  snow  and  ice  v.as  re.':icved  c-'  t>e  rain  and  reads 
no"  are  in  very  good  condition.      Ym  ivrnsoe  rocm  pit  in  xhe  Greerliouss  inc: 
the  potato  house  was  flooded  for   several  days  causing  ccrsideratle  disccn;--- 
fort  to  those  of  use  who  had  to  vjork  in  either  place* 

Y/e  practically  fini^-ed  cutting  seed  Saturd,3.v. 

The  land  is  still  tco  vet  to  ^"'ork  and      th  continued  fair  v;eather  it  is 
doubtful  if  very  much  -.vork  can  be  done  intfe  fields  before  the  first  cf  ne.^rt- 
week. 

(p.  M.  Lon-bard). 

Nebraska  Not^s.  ^.^av     .  1923  . 

The  result  of  nosaic  counts  irade  during;  ir.y  recent  visit  to  Baton  RoU3;e , 
La.  shO'.v  that  the  81  distinct  lots  of  Nebraska  certified  seed  potatoes  beinp; 
grown  on  the  University  Farm  sho'^:^"  an  average  of  4.B1  per  cent  of  distirrt 
mosaic  and  5.7  per  cent  of  mild  mosaic.     In  r-O^t  cases  I  believe  that  this 
mild  irosaic  is  not  seriously  injuring  the  yield  under  LouisiarA  conditions. 

Only  9  lots  of  Nebraska  prcatces  cr^j^-aincrt  10%    or  raore  of  plants  shov;- 
ing  distinct  mosaic  c      Furthe rrr.ore .  only  13  lots  shc'ed  core   than  10%  of  i'dU 
niosaico     All  of  these  v/hich  shov.ed  a  high  percenta^-:e  cf  mild  mosaic,  v.'ith  -^he 
exception  of  one  let,  trace  back  to  tv/o  original  lots. 

The  possibility  cf  controlling  oiosaic  urJer  Nebraska  conditions  by  rigid 
seed  plat  rcguing  is  Drought  out  v  -  ry  clearly  in  connection  vith  one  of  these 
original  lots,  that  is,  the  let  cf  J.  I.:.  Tolla:an.     In  1922  this  lot  v/as  re- 
ported as  containing  30/=  cf  i:.:iG3aic  in  the  Louisiana  trials.    The  1923  lot  in 
t":'^  cooperative  trials  vas  reported  on  April  16  by  Professor  Edgerton  as  con 
taining  no  mosaic,    (He  probably  referred  to  distinct  mosaic).    The  seed  for 
the  1923  cooperative  trials  ^/as  grcm'n  in  a  seed  plat  vihich  v-as  rogued  v=r-" 
rigidly  by  I.:r,  Tollman,     A.nother  lot  fror-i  t!-:;is  same  original  stock  ccm-ing 
from  stock  which  had  previously  been  rcgued  sho"'ed  av<=r"'  small  percentaqia 
cf  mosaic. 


Undoubtedly,  the  climatic  corditicns  1.:  the  Y'est  are  less  favorable, 

for  either  t'rs  gro?."th  or  the  transmission  of  mosaic,  than  in  ether  regions. 

The  percentage  of  mosaic  in  the  certified  I'.ts  from  Nebraska  by  counties  is 
ac?  follov/s:- 

Ccunty                                 iio.  cf  -  ' 

Certified  lots.  "^Distinct  i  lei  Id 

  I'osaic.   'Mosaic  . 

Kimball                                23  1.6    .  1,1 

Sicux                                   12  4,1  ■  -.5 

Scott 3  Bluff                          9  4.8  4."^ 

Sheridan                                1  2,1  46,0 

Box  Butte                             14  6.2  2.1 


— 3  *• 

 -ert.i.f'ad  Ic s  . 


Da'ves  'tjl  9.6  16 ,2 

Cheyenne  1  2.0  •  .5 

The  averaa;e  per centa^re  of  mosaic  in  Bex  Butte  'bounty  '^-^fould  be  abcut 
if  it  r/ere  r.ct  for  one  smll  lot  Y.hich  contained  5Z%,     I  cannot  explain 
how  this  Ijt  'A-as  certified.     Fortunately  the   stock  \vas  not  acid  as  certified 
seeds    This  lot  was  secured  by  the  grower  tY;o  \ear3  a^o,  froiii  the  Gurney  Seed 
House  ab  Yanktcn,  South  Dakota,  and  probably  traces  back  to  sonie  Uinnesota 
stcck.o     It  is  a  striking  exairpls  of  the   folly  of  going  out  of  Vi^esteni  Nebras- 
ka lor  good  seed-  for  only  one  of  the  other  certified  lots  from  Box  Butte 
County  ccr'tained  5%  of  jcnosai  c  ani  all  the  cthsr  contained  loss  than  2o8;1>« 
The  conditions  last  year,  stated  very  generally,  were  as  fellows:-  There 
was  very  little  rainfall  in  BoxButte,  Kijrball  arjd  Scotts  Bluff  counties 
throughout  the  growing  seasoiij  Sioux,  Sheridan  and  Da-ves  Counties  receiving 
a  little  more  rain  at  proper  tiinssa      We  always  find  it  relatively  more  easy 
to  read  mosaic  in  these  3  counties  but  apparently  there  is  more  present* 

Tvelve  lots  v;ere  listed  which  trace  back  originally  to  ''^orsling. 
stock.    Tne  Kisibail  County  Forsling  stock  lots  mostly  shov;ed  less  than  0.5^ 
cx  mosaic  with  tine  highest  lot  at  l^lfc^    IJinn  -this  stock  was  gror/n  in  some 
of  the  other  counties  b>B  percentage  of  mosaic  v/as  a  trifle  hirher,  but  in 
no  cases  did  it  exceed  4/oo    Th3   inci-ea.se  in  mosaic  in  so^ce  of  these  other 
regions  v/as  due  to  failure  to  isolate  the  stock  or  ro3;.e  out  mosaic  plants. 

(H,  0,  "rerner) . 

¥'^shino-ton.  D.  C.  Notes.  Hav  11  .  1925. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  '^Eye"  the  wi  ter  has  spent  most   of  the 
time  in  the  office.    Yesterday  notes  ""ere  taken  on  the  experiments  at  Arl- 
ington Fam*      There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  time  cf  germination  of 
the  sets  from  tubers  stored  at  32  degrees,  35  degrees  ani  40  degrees  F,  re- 
spectively, as  sho\vn  by  the  present   number   of  plants  above  ground. 

There  has  been  a  drov  in  the  price  of  potatoes  here.  This  morning 
new  Spaulding  Ko .  4,  U.  S,  Mo-  1  grade,  are  selling  in  the  Washington  r.'hole- 
sale  market  for  'o3<.00  per  bu.  and  ^8r50  -oer  barrel.  These  same  potatoes  are 
retailing  at  4  lbs*  for  25  cents.  Russet  Rurals,  Ivlichigan  grorrn,  are  brine;- 
ing  from  ''^2.75  to  03025  per  150  lb.  sack.  Some  old  potatoes  are  retailing 
as  lov?  as  15  lbs.  for  29  cents  in  t^  chain  stores. 

The  v;eather  has  been  very  vjriable  this  last  week.    Tuesday  after- 
noon there  v^as  a  good  sho\'er  of  rain  accompanied  by  electrical  disturbances. 
This  ?/as  followed  by  lighter  showers,  a  cold  lifave  ,  arii  a  little  sno^v  on  T/ed- 
nssday,  which  melted  as  fast  as  it  fell,      The  total  -precipitation  for  Tues- 
day arii  Wedr^esday  vas  ,63  inches. 


.  Dist- 
o  s  "  i  c  ■ 


(v.',  M.  Peacock). 


Iv'onday,  April  30,  ras  psent  in  corrpany  ^"itr  ?»  L,  Taylcr,  A^r icultirral 
i^pent  of  the  Burlin?-ton  ^,  R.,  in  the  ¥nartcn  District.    Through  the  courtesy 
of  A-        ikiullinS;  a  banker  arii  faiTaer  in  this  district,  it  v.as  possible  to 
visit  a  nur/Der  of  potato  gro^'srs  within  a  t^n-T.ile  radius  of  the  torm  of  Wn^.:-- 
tou;    Thi?  gave  us  a  aood  opp  crcunixy  to  note  the  condition  of  the  crop  on 
that  par:,icuiar  date-    li^rc  laulliris        grj>r;ing  125  acres  of  pcxatoes  this  sea- 
son.   A; c.:.i*di ng  to  his  esx:ma,to  thei-o  are  bet-j'teen  30C0  and  3500  acres  of  po- 
ta-c?os  in  t.m  vThartc^i  Distrjct  this  sea-son  as  Go:3ir3  red  with  42-00  last  year. 
As  a  rule  "he  stand  is  rslov;  n.-^rr^al  and  in  rjxny  cases  it  is  e:rtrer3ly  poorr. 
Vi\id  early  planted  fields  v/er-e  for  the  most  part  Tery  severely  injured  by  the  . 
klarch  20  fr-3  9C8^ 

The  'irst  f  ar:n  v  i  s  ited  'jvas  th?t   cf  V'.-        I'-odgGra,     Soms  of  ilr»  Rodsers 
field?  '3i''cwfcd  a  very  good  stand  v;l'iile  oilier  f;  did  I'ut,      Cn         Rodgers  farm 
early  planted  fields  injui'ed  by  the    freeze  has  been.  replani:3d  vith  cotton. 
Ivlr,  Rodgors  had  planted  so3:3  IContana,  M sec  nsi Nebrasha  aid  I'lOriB  rro'^rn  seed 
all  of  TS'hich  •;;as  uncertified.      Trie  'Jiscorisin  seed  '^^as  frcsi  Sunset  Farr^s  and 
sowed  approximately  50  per  cent  mosaic. 

The  lu^ontana  seed  v^as  relatively  free  fro:ji  roosaic  as  v/as  also  the  Nebras- 
ka seed.    Home  growi  or  Junioi"  seed  were,  in  most  cases  ;,  shovd  ng  up  very  well. 

It  was  in&ere sting  to  note  th^t  the  potato  growers  in  this  section  plant 
their  potatoes  in  rows  about  3  feet  apart  arjd  from  12  to  14  in*,  apart  in  the 
row.    They  use  from  14  to  20  bashels  of  seed  to  an  acre  and  frequently  pro- 
duce 200  or  more  bushels  per  acre.      They  believe  in  using  a  good  sized  set. 

Second  crop  potatoes  are  usually  planted  the  last  of  Augast  or  first  \;eek 
in  September  and  are  harvrested  the  last  of  No^" ember  or  in  December.  Yields 
of  75  or  more  sacks  per  acre  are   obtained  in  normal  seasons, 

A  nsiglibor  of  Mr.  Rodgers  also  had  a  considerable  acreage  devoted  to  the 
potato/ 

The  more  advanced  plants  had  reached  tlie  blcomin!?  3ta<?e  and  some  fields 
save  promise  of  making  a  good  crop» 

The  Triumph  is  almost  exclusively  grovm  in  this  section.    Other  varieties 
ha.ve  seem-ed  to  be  not  so  VibII  adapted  to  their  environnent  . 

It  is  customary  to  gi^ow  a  potato  crop  on  the  same  larid  each-  year  in  this 
locality  and  frequently  tv/r   crops  are  c;3"0':m.     Cowpeas  or  velvet  beans  follow 
the  early  potato  crop  and  is  either  turned  under  or  made  into  '"ay. 

Not  much  artificial  fertilizer  is  being  used. 

Digging  will  not  begin  much  before  the  20th  of  May  and  is  expected  to  oe 
at  its  peak  by  June  1. 

Tuesday  afternoon  was  ^pent  in  Houston  in  conference  with  'bounty  Asent 
Stallings  and  scm.e  of  the  leading  com::iissicn  dealers. 
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The  writer  v.as  forcibly  imprassed  vith  the  fact  th  ±  Texas  growers  and 
dealers  are  not,  as  a  rule,  alive  to  the  importance  of  good  seed  and  oi  the 
advisability  of  purchasing  certified  seed  potatoes. 

V/ednesday,  May  2(  was  s-:ent  at  "College  Sta.tion  >he  re  a  orief  co  mere  nee 
v:ith  Dirscoor  Youngblocd  was  follcv^ed  by  an  afternoon  spent  v'ith  Prcf«  Potts 
exa^rining  some  lets  of  Triu:iiph  plants  grcvm  frorr  iJorih  Dakota  seed  stock  and 
in  the  inspection  of  hoih  College  and  Station  Fariu  equipment)  In  the  evening 
an  opportunity  was  aif  f  orded  to  rie  et  and  discuss  potato  problems  mth  a  group 
of  senior  and  junior  students  in  horticulture. 

Friday,  May  4p  ?;as  spent  in  takii-g  notes  on  t  he  several  lots  of  Triumph 
seed  stock  growing  on  the  Troup  Substation  Tsv^,  As  a  result  of  unfavorable 
v/eather  condilior^  the  stani  in  tlie  several  riots  varies  froT.  4:0  to  15^  of  a 
perfect  stands  Ovrir^g  tc  tlie  sirall  size  of  the  plants  it  '.^-'as  net  possible  to 
secure  any  reliable  data  on  t  he  presence  of  disease. 

The  Superintendent,  Er.  Hotchkiss,  suggested  that  the  v-eek  of  I.ay  20-26 
would  p'.robably  be  the  best  tirre  to  get  uiosaic  readings. 

The -season  here  a.s  el  5e>-;'"e  re  visited  is  a  one  really  late. 

(        Stuart )  e 

Arkansas  Notes.  i^^av  5.  1923. 

Arrived  at  Fayetteville .  A.rk«5  Saturday  sverins;  and  thrcush  tiiie  kind- 
ness of  Dean  Knapp  had  an  opportunity'-  to  see  the  potato  plots  being  sro^n  on 
the  Station  Farm  on  Sunday,    O-.v i ng  to  the  srallness  of  t>e  plants  it  was  de- 
cided 'thit  no  atteinrt  be  rade  at  this  tins  to  ?  ecu  re  a  readinq-.  on  the  disease 
presetdic 

An  interview  with  Prof^  Fapp  in  the  e^'ening  relative  to  the   corjdi  tioa  of 
plants  s:rown  from  similar  lots  of  seed  of  DsQueen  in  southivestern  Arkansas, 
disclosed  the  fact  th't  even  they  -nere  not  1  rge  enough  to  furnish  reliable 
readings  on  diseases  present. 

The  season  at  Fayetteville  is  no  fm^ther  advanced  than  in  Washington, D.C. 

( Via .  Stuar  t ) . 

Washington.  D.  J.  Notes.  '  -.lav  10.  1933.- 

The  writer  found  ti'B  usual  accumulation  of  r.ail  on  his  desk  'Aednssday 
uiorningj  and  has  been  rather  steadily  occupied  for  t  "e   past  t""o  days  in  dis- 
posing of  it. 

The  weather  is  abncrirally  cool  but  rising;  temperature  is  predicted  for 
Friday, 

(Wm,  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes. 


May  14.  1923. 


The  weather  has  been  cool  and  cloudy  v/i  th  occasional  shovrers  during  the 
past  week.    Owing  to  the  cool  weather  the  crops  are  not  as  far  advanced  as 
they  usually  are  at  this  time  of  the  year.      Most  of  the  past  week  v/as  spent 
treating  potatoes.      Practically  all  lots  of  seed  have  been  treated  Vinlth  the 
exception  of  soir.e  seed  yet  to  be  shipped  in. 

Five  potato  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  locals  of  the  Colo- 
rado Potato  Growers  Exchange  will  be  held  in  Veld  County  this  week,      W,  F, 
Heppe ,  specialist  in  nsarketing  with  the  Extension  Department  of  the  Colorado 
Agricultural  College  will  be  the  principal  speaker  at  these  meetirigs. 

Aaron  Sapiro,  who  has  been  :iuite  active  in  organizing  cooperative  mark- 
eting associations  will  be  in  Greeley  June  1  and  talk  on  cooperative  market- 
ing. 

The  potato  na  rket  has  been  on  the  decline  during  the  past  week  and  Sat- 
urday's market  closed  with  dealers  offering  from  35  to  40  cents  per  cwt .  for 
U.  S,  grade  No»  1.     It  is  believed  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  last  year's 
crop  will  have  to  be  dumped  toward  the  end  of  the  season, 

(W.  G,  Edmunds  on)  . 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  May  17 .  1923 . 

Light  showers  have  occurred  nearly  every  day  since  last  Friday  accom- 
panied by  considerable  cloudiness.     It  is  fair  and  warm  today. 

Yesterday  morning  Prof.  Stuart  and  the  writer  took  notes  on  the  potato 
experiments  at  Arlington  Farm.      In  the  afternoon  the  writer  planted  potatoes 
that  had  been  kept  in  cold  storage  in  Chicago  and  the  same  strain  that  had 
been  kept  in  common  storage  on  a  farm. 

The  ''/riter  expects  to  leave  Washington  tonight  for  the  Spooner  Branch 
Experine  it  Station  to  supervise  the  planting  of  the  late  varieties  in  the 
strain  test  experiment.      A  conference  has  been  planned  with  Prof.  Milward 
at  the  S-'.ation,  Saturday  morning. 

(W,M,  Peacock), 

Kansas  Notes,  Mav  11.  1923, 

The  potato  crop  in  Kansas  has  l^d  a  severe  setback  due  to  a  freeze 
May  8.    The  plants  v/ere  from  2  to  4  inches  high  in  the  gardens  and  were 
frozen  to  the  ground.      It  is  believed  the  freeze  will  delay  the  crop  at 
least  ten  days.     Its  full  effect  upon  t>e  crop  will  undoubtedly  depend  upon 
the  weather  coriiitions  from  new  on.      This   is  the  second  setback  the  potato 
has  had;  the. first   one  occuring  on  March  17  when  one-third  of  the  acreage 
was  planted.      Practically  all  of  this  acreage  had  to  be  replanted. 

Growers  are  feeling  somewhat  discouraged  because  delayed  maturity  is 
likely  to  bring  their  crop  in  direct  competition  with  the  Kearney,  Nebraska 
section  thereby  resulting  in  low  prices, 

(E.  A.  Stokdvk). 
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Louisiana  Motes.  May  11,  1923. 

Mr,,  Hull  and  the  writer  inspected  the  Triumph  experi'mert al  plots  at 
the  New  University  Faroi  this  mornins;  and  f  ound  a  sliest  yells'?/!  nc^  cf  foliasje 
among  some  of  the  earlier  plant  irgs?      'it  now  appears  as  if  we  could  hanT'est 
set  1  upon  the  arri  val  of  Pi'off  Milward, 

Dr,  Edgerton  has  made  some  mcsa.ic  counts  on  the  honiB  rrro'?/n  lots  of  po- 
tatoes in  set  2  and  reports  that  the  plants  in  ore  row  showed  24*5  per  cent 
of  mosaic  while  the  other  showed  36 17  per  cent. 

The  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Potato  Growers  Exchange  was  recently  formed 
in  Baton  Rouge  and  arrangements  made  for  h3.ndling  tVs  crop  of  tvrelve  differ- 
ent associations  orgar.iiccd  under  the  Farm  Burea.u  plan/ 

The  first  car  cf  T;;iuaph5  ( No i  2  grade)  sold  Wednesday  at  04,75  per  ■ 
cwt  t  f»  0.  b.  Houraa ,  La<    Mi  ■  Curey  from  Pointc  Coupee  Parish  was  in  the  • 
office  this  morningf    He  states  the3'-  vi'ill  brglr  to 'sell  Triumphs  frcm  that 
section  about  May  20,    He  estiaates  the  crop  of  the  Parish  at  about  125  cars. 

(G,  L.  Tiobout) 

Presqi;s   Isle.  Maine  Notes..  Mav  13  .  1923  . 

The  potting  of  the  potato  seedlings  was  completed  during  t^e  past 
week.    The  total  nuiLber  of  p3.ants  now  growing  is  6000, 

The  cold  weather  cor:(:inues.    Yesterday  morning  there  v;as  snow  on  the 
ground.    A  little  fare;  work  is  beirjg  done  \n  this  f;ecti  on  on  some  of  the 
drier  pieces  of  prround?      The  writer  has  heard  of  two  growers  who  have  ' 
started  planting  pvtatoes» 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

PresQue  Isle.  Maine  Nctes.  ^  I,?av  12.  1923. 

The  weather  for  the  papt  week  has  been  very  cold  and  cloudy,  it  ^as 
been  impossible  for  tlie  farmers  to  fit  the  land  for  potatoes. 

The  potato  market  is  rather  dull,  prices  to  groupers  v2cOO  per  bbl. 
f.  c.  t.,  with  very  little  hauling. 

Dr.  F,.  g,  Schultr^  of  tho  Office  of  Cotton.  Track  and  Forage  Crop 
Diseases,  accompanied  !;y  family,  arrived  Ma-y  5=      Dr,  Fclsoia  ar/I  family 
ard  Mr.  Smith  fr'^m  the  Ma/ne  Agricultural  Ex-perinsnt  . Ctati  on  arrived  May  7, 

The  land  is  still  t'.o  wot.  on  Ar-jost-jok  "^'arrn  to  work.    With  good  drying 
weather  next  week  it  irc.y  he  posf:-ible  to  fi'c  land  for  potatoes  by  the  middle 
of  t he  week . 


Interest  still  keeps-  up  in  certified  seed  and  ent  ri  es  are  beinp;  re- 
ceived daily  by  tVe  Bureau  a^'  Seed  Ixprcvemsnt  at  Augusta.  •  . 


r 
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B.  E,  Brown  of  the  Office  cf   Soil  Fertility  IiT'esticrati  ens  expects 
to  arrive  Tuesday  to  put  in  fertilizer  e:;^ er  iments  on  Aroostook  State  Farii:; 
Mr*        H#  Higgings  Farm  in  Map  let  on;  and  on  the  farm  of  Kr,  Jepson  in  Sv/eden, 

Although  the  season  is  very  baclcv/ard  it  is  not  expected  that  there 
v/ill  be  any  very  serious  odt  in  potato  acreage  this  vear,  in  fact  a'-ccrdinc;; 
to  Mr.  Sanders,  Statistician  for  New  England,  there  v/ ill  be  no  cut  for  Aroos- 
took this  year, 

( P.  M,  Lombard) . 

Minnesota  Notes.  May  15.  1923. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  170  different  certified  seed  lots  are  to  be 
grown  on  trial  plots  this  ^ear,  it  has  been  f  ounl  necessary  to  distribute 
the  different  varieties  at  t  ?B  various  substations  as  follov/s:-  All  of  the 
3arly  Ohio  lots  will  be  g  rov/n  at  the   Crookston  Substation  in  cooperation  ' 
with  Prof.  T.  M.  McCall.      The  Irish  Gobblers,  Rurals,  Russet  Burbanks  and 
Burbanks  v.i  11  be  grown  at  the  Northeast  Substation  at  Duluth  in  cooperation 
with  Supt.  M,  J,  Thompson  cf  that  stationr      Definite  arranseirents  have  not 
been  rcade  for  growing  the  Bliss  Triumphs  and  Green  Mountains  at  the  Grand 
Rapids  Substation  and  it  nay  be  racessary  to  grow  these  two  varieties  at 
University  Farm,  St.  Pail, 

On  Friday,  IJay  11,  Mr,  Fred  Krantz,  E.  ¥,  Hardies  and  the,  writer  prepared, 
those  lots  v/hich  are  to  te  grown  at  Bijiluth,  for   shiprrent  .      On  Monday,  May  14, 
the  Early  Ohio  lots  were  prepared  for  shipnent  to  Crookston,    Plant ing  v;ill 
probably  be  done  some  time  during  the  weeic  of  May  20,    Mr*  E,  V'^  Hardies,  who 
worked  with  Prof.  Moore  of  Michigan  last  year,  and  who  is  takirg  graduate  v.'ork 
at  Minnesota,  will  be  employed  as  an  inspector  this  summer  ard  vdll  also  have 
direct  charge  of  the  certified  seed  test  plots. 

Mr,  R,  C,  Rose,  Extension  Plant  Pathologist,  has  been  tusy  giving 
treating  demonstrations  withths  hot  formaldehyde  method  ard  organizing  or- 
chard ard  potato  spray  rings  in  different  parts  of  the  state  during  the  last 
i^onth.    The  potato  growers  are  commercing  to  take  corsiderable  irrberest  in 
high-pressure  spraying  and  quite  a  nunber  of  hi^-pressure  machires  vail  be 
in  operation  this  season  in  various  potato  graving  sections  cf  the  state. 
Since  Late  Bli^t  rarely  occurs  in  epidemic  form,  the  growers  have  be  em  very 
reluctant  to  adopt  Bordeaux  spraying.      However,  the  ircreasine  activities 
of  leaf  hoppers  and  flea  beetles  seen  to  be  prox'iding  the  necessary  stimulus 
for  the  adoption  of  more  efficient  methods  cf   disease  and  insect  control, 

(a.  G.  Tolaas). 

9^     'j'^iscor.sin  Notes.  Mav  15.  1923. 


Season  conditions  continue  to  be  backward  in  \^i  see  nsi  n.    At  this 
date  heavy  rains  are  falling  in  all  sections  of  the  state.     These  conditions, 
ho\rever,  v>i  11  not  interfere  seriously  with  potato  growirg  operations,  as  the 
main  potato  crop  of  this  state  is  planted  from  May  25  to  June  15. 

Reports  indicate  clover  seeding  has  come  through  in  good  shape,  and 
naturally  this  condition  favors  potato  growing  under  Wisconsin  methods* 


c 


Reports  from  Spooner  state  that  samples  of  seed  potatoes  a^e  arriving: 
froui  different  gro\iBrs,      Mr.  Luther  began  work  at  the  Spooner  Station  on 
Monday,  May?7  ,  and  is  busy  assembling  and  treating  seed  potatoes  for  the 
U,  S«  Departicent  cooperative  seed  potato  plots. 

It  is  possible  that  v.-e  shall  be  able  to  plant  the  late  varieties  at 
Spooner  about  May  25 # 

( J,  a,  Milward) , 

WashintT-ton.  D.  C»  Notes*  Mav  18.  1923. 

The  writer  has  devoted  considerable  tine  this  week  to  the  completion 
of  a  Departoent  Bulletin  entitled,  "Size  of  Potato  Set:-  Whole  -"-s.  Cut  Seed". 
This  embodies  the  results  of  several  seasons'  work  conducted  in  Maine,  Vir- 
ginia, Colorado  and  Idaho,  and  will  be  the   joint  contribution  of  the  office 
force  engaged  in  potato  investigations  during  the  period  covered  by  the  work. 

From  the  announcens  nts  already  received  it  is  4uite  evident  that  thB  po- 
tato field  tour  inspe  cti  on  t ri p  idea  is  spreading.    South  Dakota,  one  of  the 
most  recent  converts,  announces  a  potato  field  tour  will  be  ?b  Id  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  state,  Augast  1-4. 

The  Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.  Potato  Tour  uhidi  this  \'ear  will  include  Nassau 
County,  is  scheduled  for  June  20-22,    This  tour  has  bee  one  one  of  the  most 
popular  in  the  country  and  is  attended  by  nany  growers  from  the  New  England 
States  and  t^ie  Canadian  Provinces* 


(Wra»  Stuart). 
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The  rr.at3rial  cont.iiri3d  h3r3in  is  net  for  puolicoti  en  exccrt  by 
ra^issicn  irom  the  Olfics  of  Kort i cul'^ur  il  and  I'cxclcsical  I nvosti -ati ens  , 
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San  Franc isccy  Calif orrxia  Notes* 


May  14.  1?23. 


In  the  Stockton  district  where  the  largest  acreage  of  potatoes  are 
^rcwn  in  California,  in  fact  all  sections  of  California  adjacent  to  San 
Francisco,-  Stockton,  Sacramento  and  to  a  reasonable  decree  south,  the  po- 
tatosfields  are  heavily  infested  v;ith  the  green  peach  tree  aphis.    As  scon 
as  the  barley  in  the  foothills  started  to  turn  (ripen)  cillions  of  these 
aphis  left  the  grain  and  migrated  to  the  lov; lands*      The  first  attacked  the 
volunteer  potatoes  which  preceded  the  regalar  planted  acreage.    As  the  plant- 
ed acreage  cane  up  the  aphis  started  to  cover  these  vines.     So  far  we  can't 
see  that  they  are  causing  the  potato  plants  any  particular  injury  not-sd  th- 
standing  the  heavy  infestation.    No  attempt  has  been  made  to  control  the 
aphis  in  the  Stockton  district  because  they  are  still  rnigrating, 

( Weyl-Zuckeriran  &  Co.). 

Greeley,  Colorado  Notes.  Ivvav  21 ,  1923. 

The  vraather  has  been  quite  -"-ariable  daring  the  past  'sreek*  Monday 
night,  iiay  14,  ,16  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell.      On  Wednesday  night  there  was 
a  frost  that  did  sonie  daaiaget     Duri  ne  the  latter  part  of  the  week  the  weather 
Vyus  quite  v.'arm.      Today  we  ar3  having  another  rain, 

Thursday  we  planted  a  few  rows  of  Rurals  ,  Dcv/nings  and  Triumphs,  Y;hich 
is  a  part  of  our  "tine  of  planting"  e  j(per  i:iBnt ,    The  potato  ground  v/as  disked 
and  harrowed  Friday,    It  ray  be  necessary  to  disk  and  harrow  ©nca  more  before 
planting. 

We  began  cuttir^g  seed  potatoes  today  and  expert  to  have  most  of  the 
seed  cut  by  the  end  of  the  week.    V/eather  conditions  beins  favorable  we  will 
start  planting  potatoes  the  first  of  tb  xt  u^eek. 

Most  of  the  Potatollgro'.vers  of  the  Greeley  District  will  start  planting 
their  late  crop  about  that  time,  although  some  prefer  to  do  their  planting 
about  the  10th  of  June. 

Local  dealers  continue  to  offer  but  35  to  4o  cents  for  No.  1  potatoes. 
The  qjaality  of  the  potatoes  left  is  deteriorating  and  dealers  declare  that 
another  ten  days  will  find  few  left  in  the  district  that  are  fit  tc  ship. 

(W,  C,  Edmund  son)  <• 

Manhattan.  Kansas  Notes.  May  18 .  1923 . 

I  have  been  in  the  Kaw  Valley  the  past  two  days  and  find  that  the  po- 
tatoes are  slowly  recovering  from  the  freeze  of  Hay  8.    The  plants  are  send- 
ing up  a  considerable  nuiziter  of  stems  and  I  am  afraid  that  there  will  De  a 
lot  of  small  pc'-atoes    unless  weather  conditions  are  extremely  favorable. 
A  few  fields  in  the  Kav;  Valley  were  not  hit  but  they  are  very  few  and  far 
between,  and  th..^  acreage  is  anall ;  usually-  not  more  than  10  tc  20  acres, 
which  v;ere  protected  by  a  barn  or  vroods,  or  some  natural  layout.      Some  of 
the  upland  pctaxoes  \vere  not  frozen*    One  man  reports  a  patch  of  26  acres. 
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The  Dod^e  City  district,  that  is  our  irrigated  section,  was  not  hit 
vith  the  frost  which  puts  them  a  little  ahead  of  the  Ka\v  ''"alley  when  in' a 
nomal  season,  they  are  usually  a  week  or  two  later*      Thev  had  ccrsidera- 
tl©  difficulty  with  seed  rotting  this  year,  on  account  of  lack  of  moisture. 
They  do  net  lite  to  irrigate  their  potatoes  before  they  are  up  and  a  con- 
siderable nui±er  of  acres  of  potatoes  were  planted  in  a  dn/  soil  arji  no  rain 
fell  to  supply  moisture.      This  caused  rotting  of  the  srraller  seed  pieces 
in  the  ground,  while  the  larger  cu.t  ones  and  "^ole  hcrre  ^cwn  seed  cane  out 
all  right.    There  was  ^uite  a  difference  between  certified  and  cornnErcial 
seed  bought  on  the  market.    The  comnjer  cial  seed  contained  a  larger  per  cent 
of  tuber  rot  when  purchased  ard  no  doubt  irfection  v/as  spread  over  the  i?ihol3 
seed  piece  in  aittirg. 

Our  potato  tour  \5h  ich  was  sdneduled  for  the  week  of  liay  21-26  has  been 
postponed  to  the  week  of  June  4  to  9  on  account  of  the  freezes  '.?e  have  had 
and  the  ]at^  season. 

The  S|iawnee  County  Potato  Growers  Improvenent  Association  has  appoint- 
ed a  coffiffiittee  tc  investigate  Oklahoma  crop  coniitions  and  it  may  be  posable 
for  the  "i^riter  to  acoo  mpany  this  conmittee  and  if  so  Oklahoma  notes  will  be 
prepared. 

(E.  a,  Stokdyk). 

Presque  Isle .  Mains  Notes.  ^  ^^ay  20,  1923,,. 

The  plants  in  the  greenhouse  are  growing  well  in  spite  of  the  large 
amount  of  cloudy  weather  which  we  have  recently  experienced* 

There  h^e  been  little  improvenent  in  -Aieather  conditions  during  -tJie  past 
week  as  it  has  been  cold  and  cloudy  nearly  all  the  time  with  some  rain.  Con- 
siderable planting  is  ncj''  being  done  in  this  section  thou^  many  fields  are 
still  too  -.Mst  to  work. 

CC  F.  Clark). 


New  Brunswick.        J.  Notes*  May  23,  1923. 

A  questional  re  sent  cut  to  groovers  and  dealers  in  Middlesex  County 
indicates  a  21  per  cent  redaction  in  the  potato  crop  as  compared  vith  the 
1922  acreage.      It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  conrs.ction  that  the  acre- 
age devoted  to  the  Amer icaupis-rrt  variety  has  been  cvit  appr oxinately  45  per 
cent.    This  reduction  has  resulted  front'A'o  causes;  in  the  first  place  there 
was  ver>'  little  high  grade  Giant  seed  available  and,  probably  the  more  im- 
portant reason,  the  prices  obtained  for  Giants  last  year  were  considerably 
lower  than  were  obtained  for  rcurd.  stock.      One  of  the  primipal  reasons 
for  growing  the  Giant  in  central  Jersey  v;a3  the  fact  that  it  is  more  re- 
sistant to  scab  th.an  the  Cobbler  or  Green  Mountain  varieties.      Much  of  the 
land  that  grows  scabby  potatoes  is  devoted  to  some  other  crop  this  year. 
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On  June  18  and  19  the  New  Jersey  State  Potato  Association  in  ccopera- 
i  tion  with  the  County  Boards  of  Agriculture  of  Mc^iaov.th,  Mercer  and  Middlesex 

-  Counties  v/ill  conduct  its  Annual  Potato  Tour,      The  present  plans  are  to 

W  start  frou  Freehold,  Monday  morning^  and  fi  rilsh  at  Trenton,  Tuesday  after- 

noon, giving  the  rf.sitcrs  an  opportunity  to  get  to  Long  Island  in  time  for 
the  tour  there c 

In  the  comparative  test  of  Northern  and  Southern  grown  seed  being  con- 
ducted at  NeviT  Bmnswick  the  former  caine  up  several  days  before  the  latter 
and  are  now  up  from  2  to  3  inches  while  the  latter  are  just  through  the 
ground.      Sinilar  differences  are  apparent  in  the  test  teirg  conducted  at 
Bridget  oni 

(W^  H.  Martin). 

Virginia  NotF.g  .  Mav  25.  1923  . 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  (llaLy  23  &  24)  -p-Bre  spent  in  the  Onley  and  East- 
vills  recti,  ons  ct?  the  Eastern  Shore  cf  Virginia  in  studying  the  behavior  of 
trertair>  lets        Irish  Cccbler  r.eed  potatoes  f  .oom  Mai  iie ,  iNiSw  Jersey.  Virginia, 
South  Dakota, a^i^e  Province  cf  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward  Island*  Light 
showers  ^/ednesday  afternoon  after  the  writer's  arn  val  at  Onley  maie  it  im- 
possible to  get  an  accurate  reading  on  mosaic*    Thursday  was  an  ideal  day 
and  mny  disease  counts  we^e  iiade*    The  first  fare  visited  on  Wednesday  was 
that  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  which  some  South  Dakota  seed  had  teen  planted  as  well  as 
home  grown  seedo      A  rather  hasty  examination  of  the  Sou'ch  Dakota  plat  showed 
the  presence  c:  3oe3  mosaic  j'  esti  rated  at  from  3  to  5  per  cent*    The  plants 
vrere  mj.ch  larrer  tkvn  those  from  the  hons  erov/n  seed,  as  tos  found  to  be  true 
on  every  far:c  visited  where  northern  and  honp  srovm  seed  had  been  planted* 

The  next  comnBrcial  fields  visited  were  those  on  the  farm  of  Vernon 
Burton,  son  of  l:a.iager  Burton  cf  t  h3  Eastern  Shore   of  Virginia  Produce  Ex- 
cl^nge»    jl!re  Burton  is  testing  socs  South  Takcta,  Maine,  and  home  grown  seed 
and  hag  about  70  acres  in  potatoes.    An  additional  50  acres  is  now  being  set 
with  sweet  potato  p].arts.    The  following  notes  v.-ere  recorded*-  L'aine  and 
South  Dakota  plants  are  about  on  a  par  so  far  as  size  ani  gereral  appearance 
is  concerned  with  advantage,  if  any>  in  favor  of  the  Soulii  Dakota  lot<-  About 
the  same  cLununt  of  mosaic  was  noted    No  pronounced  mosaic  v/as  noted  in  the 
northern  grc^n  seed.     In  the  home  grown  seed  there  was  three  or  more  per 
cent  of  the  distinctly  dwarfed  and  crinkled  lea.ved  type  of  plants* 

Thursday  forenoon  v/as  v-^ry  largely  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  behavior 
of  the  Irish  Cobbler  strain  tests  at  the  Experiment  Station  near  the  to^'n  of 
Onley  whsre  a  careful  comparison  is  being  made  ol  the  relative  merits  cf 
South  Dakota.  iCaine,  anA  P-ince  Edward  Island  northern  grown  seed  and  home 
tpl  grown  Maine,  South  Jersey,,  ar.l  Prince  Edward  Island  seed?  Considerable 

differences  were  noted  in  the  amount  of  disease  present  particularly  mosaic 
and  leaf  roll*  a  considerable  amount  of  which  v^as  noted  in  the  Maine  and 
South  Jersey  ho:3  grown  seedt-      In  gersraJ.  the  three  lot.=5  of  northern  grown 
seed  did  not  show  muc;h  differsrce  in  size  of  clantsn    Tc!he  relative  size  of 
plants  from  home,  grown  seed  as  compared  with  northern  rrcwn  was  as  3  is  to  5. 

Counts  made  bn  Mr. . J»  W,  Boggs'  farm  shewed  4^  mosaic  in  the  Maine  plot 
and  3*5%  in  the  South  Dakota  plot, 


In  the  afternoon  the  writer  went  to  Machiponga  v/here  throueh  the  court- 
esy  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange  he  u^as  met  by  F.  B, 
Bell,  a  grov/er  of  that  place,  and  driven  to  the  Scott  Bros*  farm  of  Bridgeton, 
Va.  where  an  opportunity  v;as  afforded  for  securing  notes  on  Ne^  Brunsvdck, 
Maine  and  South  Dakota  Irish  Cobblers*    The  plants  in  the  first  field  visited 
vere  rjsarly  full  ^rown  and  were  blooming  rather  freely.    New  Brunsvdck  seed 
3hov;ed  0*8%  uosaic  and  0^6^  mixture,  the  I.iaine  seed  0,6^  mosaic  and  the  South 
Dakota  seed  0*^%  ,osaic  and  1%  mixture.      The  Ne'f;  Brunsv-ick  and  Maine  lots 
showed  slightly  larger  plants  than  those  from  the  South  Dakota  seed.  The 
next  farm  visited  was  that  of  R.  G,  Chamock  of  Shady  Side  ,  where  notes  v/ere 
taken  on  Prince  Edward  Island,  Maine,  and  South  Dakota  seed.    No  mosaic  was 
detected  in  the  Prince  Edward  Island  plants  and  only  0*2%  in  the  liai  ne  and 
South  Dakota  lots*    The  last  farm  visited  ^'as  that  of  Mr,  and  I'rs*  Bell  v.'here 
some  200  acres  is  under  cultivation  and  almost  all  of  it  planted  with  potatoes, 
Iviaine  grown  ani  hore  grovm  seed  was  used  in  planting  this  vear's  acreage.  The 
Iv^ai  ne  seed  was  urcertif  ied  but  looked  remarkably  healthy  and  vigorous.  This 
completed  the  inspection  trip  and  the  train  was  taken  at  Eastville  for  V'ash- 
ington. 

The  general  condition  of  the  potato  crop  as  visualized  by  the  writer  and 
particularly  as  gleaned  from  officers  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce 
Exchange  and  growers  is  soirewlat  below  normal  and  is  at  least  one  to  two  weeks 
later  than  the  average.    As  a  rule  the  stand  from  hons  grown  seed  is  not  as 
good  as  from  Northern  seed.    This  cordition  is  believed  to  be  largely  due  to 
later  planting  during  a  droughty  pa^i  od  and  in  some  localities  to  heavy  shov;- 
ers  '9^1  ich  caused  a  rotting  of  the  seed.    However,  barrir^  a  poor  stand  in  some 
localities  and  a  back^jiard  season,  the  crop  on  the  whole  is  rather  a  promising 
one.      There  is  less  disease  this  seatson  than  usual  and  barri  ng  unfavorable 
•veather  conditions  the  quality  of  the   stock  ou^rht  to  be  good, 

(W,  Stuart). 

SiDGOner.  Wisconsin  Notes.  'f-H'Iav  25  .  1923 . 

Saturday,  May  19,  was  spent  in  conferring  with  Prof.  Milward^  Supt. 
Valliams  and  Mr,  Luther,    After  locking  over  the  seed  stock  and  plots  for 
this  year's  experiments,  plans  were  more  completely  worked  out. 

There  is  a  much  larger  number  of  strains  of  both  early  and  late  varieties 
in  the  strain  test  e^tperimertt  this  year  at  the  Spooner  Branch  E^^erinent  Station, 
Each  lot  CI   potatoes  sho^Aed  that  they  had  been  carefully  sleeted,     So:::e  lots 
were  practically  show  stock.    Undoubtedly  the  growers  had  been  \-ell  instructed 
how  to  put  the  potatoes  up  for  shipment. 

With  the  s»|)lendid  cooperation  of  Messrs,  Williams  and  Luther  the  planting 
of  the  strains  of  the  late  varieties  was  finished  V'ednesday.  This.embled  the 
writer  to  oe  oack  in  the  office  today. 

There  v.ere  several  showers  Saturday  afternoon  vihich  were  much  peeded. 
By  iionday  morning  the  li^t  sandy  loam  soil  had  dried  out  sufficiently  to  be 
in  a  good  wcrking  condition. 


r 


I  arn  surs  thax  every  one  corjiected  v/ith  potato  work  in  Wisconsin  v/ill 
agree  that  v/e  are  f cr-'ouria'-e  in  havir^  T.-;ih'=:r-  to  look  aftdr  the  potaco  ex- 

perir,en"':s  at  the  Spocner  P^ramh  Experimem  5ta'':-ioi  and  to.  help  with  seed  po- 
tato cer  t  i  i 3  at  i  o  n  tc  :-1:  a.ge-  i  n  th  i  s  :'7e  ar  , 

fW.  M,  Feaccck). 

v'aghin.o^.cr .  N-:teg  t  Eav  25,  1^23. 

The  weather  sti'l  co:'/oi:rje3  cool  and  pl3nt  cr-.'oT^h  is  3lcv/i  Potatoes 
are  coming  alors;  nicely.    V.To  Paacock  is  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  lihis 
v;e5k  looking  aiter  the  planting  of  the  pet  ate  variety  strain  tests*  The 
Kansas  and  New  Jersey  n  ote  p  in  this  isfrje  are  extremely  inceresting  arxl  ^'e 
trust  thai:  not  only  th-^se  gentlejcen  but  others  7/111  favor  ^'-^  with  similar  in- 
formatio'a  ne:-:t  \'.'33k 


{V,  Stuart) » 
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Fayetteville  .  Arkansas  ilotes^ 


May  25,  1923 


Ti-'of.esBor  Rapp  reports  recent  weather  conditions  cool  v..'i'ch  frec^uent 
rains  resultinr  in  a.  backcrard  cea3?nA    These  crjnait  lon<3  na".'e  beon  '^'ery  is.vcr^^^ 
able  for  the  develop;ri3ii'';  of  ^losaic  on  tho  Trliopi'i  plota-.     In  the  counts  nade 
the  mosaic  percentage  ranges  f.rcn  ?%  to  ?0)^<>    The  oxtreixo  rao'btled  lype  of 
moss-ic  could  be  easily  de tecTied..     On  certa.j.n  plyr,s  the  curly  dv;arf  type  of 
plant  was  conspicuous.  v;ith  Tery  lit'CJi:  rjotrling  shov/ing« 

The  stand  of  plants  on  the  ^'ho?.e  is  satisfact r.ry  and  general  condi- 
tions at  Fayetteville  are  bs'cter  then  1  have  seer,  here  in  the  last  3  yeai-a. 
Under  noinial  conditions  for  the  next  thi-eo  ?;9eks  a  e^ood  crop  should  be  har- 
vestedo 

On  Thursday  Pr6"f »  Rapp  and  the  writer  visited  t?ie  plots  at  DeQueen  in 
the  southern  part  of  b'je  st?»te<,     T?ie  land  is  ra./  and  new  and  apparently  soil 
and  weather  conditions  wi3-l  handicap  the  work  at  this  poirrtn    Mosaic  read- 
ings were  much  moro  difficult  to  secure^    The  curly  dwarf  type  of  plant  oc- 
curred in  small  percentages  on  this  ficld=     The  plots  were  repeated  on  the 
field  and  this  permitted  ccjjparat i'^'^e  notes  even  though  large  areas  were 
drovmed  out. 

En  route  to  the  field  we  visited  s  e  V  e  r  a  1  excellent  youne;  peach  orchards. 
This  region  is  an  important  truck  and  fruit  growing  center. 

(j.  G,  Milward). 

Greeley,  Colorado  Notes,  May  28-  1923. 

The  weather  has  been  quite  x^ariable  during  the  past  week.     The  pre- 
cipitation for  the  week  v;as  as  follows:- 

Monday,  May  21,   .30;  Tuesday,   ,06;  Vfednesday,  a  trace  of  rain;  Satur- 
day,  ,03;  Sunday,  ,27. 

The  high  winds  of  the  preceding  week  caused  considerable  damage  on 
the  sandy  soils  to  the  early  potatoes  and  other  crops  „    Early  potatoes  v/nere 
the  young  plants  were  2  or  3  inches  high  were  cut  off  at  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  the  furrows  between  the  rows  being  entirely  filled  with  drifting 
saiid  in  some  fields. 

We  have  finished  cutting  potatoes  and  some  pla.nting  was  done  Saturday, 
but  owing  to  the  rain  of  last  night  planting  operations  have  been  postponed 
for  the  day,    Vfe  hope,  however,  to  continue  planting  tomorrow^ 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  3  5  to  40  cents  per  hundreds     Some  dealers 
assert  that  between  200  and  300  cars  cf  potatoes  will  be  dunped  in  the  Greeley 
district  this  year. 


f'\fJ.  C,  Edmundson), 


c. 
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Kansas  Notes.  May  25 .  1923 . 

The  potato  plants  in  the  Kaw  Valley  are  slowly  recovering  from  the 
freeze  and  average  about  6  inches  high  at  present.     Our  first  spray  dusts 
were  applied  M^y  21  to  the  plots  on  the  M,  T,  Kelsey  farm  which  had  not  been 
hit  by  the  frost. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  for  the  potato  crop,  but  not 
for  other  crops.    V.'e  have  had  plenty  of  moisture  and  fairly  cool  weather. 

(E,  A,  Stokdyk). 

Louisiana  Notes.  May  22 .  1923 . 

Notes  qs  to  the  condition  of  vine  grovirth  of  the  Triumph  strains  were 
taken  at  the  New  University  Farm  by  Dr.  Edgerton  and  the  writer.     We  tound 
considerable  variations  am.ong  the  strains  as  to  coloring,  sh  ov/i  ng  from  very 
green  to  very  yellow.     The  recent  rains  are  not  favorable  but  vre  may  begin 
to  dig  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

Triumph  potatoes  marketed  through  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Irish 
Potato  Growers'  Exchange  ha-"e  brought  to  date  ^4,25  to  5*4. 75  per  cwt.  x.  o.  b. 
shipping  points  for  grade  slightly  below  U„        Grade  No.  1  -  Graders  have 
been  ordered.     It  has  been  hard  to  get  $2.75  per  cwt,  for  whites. 

It  is  reported  that  a  large  planting  from  Nebraska  certified  Triumph 
seed  below  Lockport  is  yielding  135  bushels  of  No.  1  potatoes  per  acre  at  • 
a  period  of  around  70  days  fx-^om  seed.      This  large  syndicate  had  quit  grow- 
ing Triumphs  on  account  of  poor  seedi     One  of   our  Fxtensioji  specialists 
happened  to  visit  them  with  the  result  that  two  cars  of  Nebraska  certified 
Triumphs  were  planted  this  year.    We  believe  that  they  have  no  cause  to  re- 
gret their  choice  and  will  plant  much  heavier  next  year.. 

( a.  L.  Tiebout) . 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  Notes.  May  28,  1923. 

In  company  v/ith  Prof,  Tiebout,  Dr.  Edgerton  and  M'^.  Hull  an  inspection 
of  the  plots  on  the  Nev/  University  Farm  grounds  was  made.     Prof.  Tiebout 
again  this  year  divided  the  sead  into  six  sets  of  plots  planted  at  different 
dates.    Tv/o  of  the  sets  are  satisfactory  for  yield  records.,     A  portion  of  one 
set  was  harvested  during  the  forenoon  and  notes  taken  on  type,  set,  color 
and  other  tuber  characteristics. 

In  general  the  stand  on  the  plots  is  very  satisfactory.     Yields  should 
range  from  fair  to  good.     Although  ripening  rapidly  the  plots  still  permitted 
the  taking  of  notes  on  vine  growth,  stand  and  general  vield  prospects, 

A  very  interesting  part  of  the  experinental  work  at  Baton  Rou^e  is  a 
test  of  over  150  strains  of  Nebraska  certified  Triumph  s'tock.     Prof.  Tiebout 
recorded  conditions  and  a  very  large  percentage  show  good  ■"'ine  orowth  and 
promising  yields. 

(j.  G.  Milv;ard). 
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Presque  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  May  19  .  1923,.'  ■ 

It  began  raining  Tuesday  night  and  continued  more  or  less  Vfednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday.     A  small  strip  of  land  was  harrowed  Friday.    Mr«  E.  B, 
Brown,  Office  of  Soil  Fertility,  arrived  in  town  Tuesday  morning.  The 
weather  held  up  his  vrork  for  several  days,  however,  he  completed  his  work 
Saturday  and  returned  to  Vfeshington  on  the  night  train.     Although  the  land 
v/as  too  wet  to  be  in  real  good  condition  for  planting  we  got  in  the  ferti- 
lizer Friday  for  Mr.  Brown  on  Aroostook  State  Farm, 

It  is  rumored  that  we  are  to  lose  Mr.  Morton,  our  County  Agent,  who  is 
to  take  a  position  with  the  Aroostook  Cooperative  Potato  Association, 

The  potato  market  is  very  quiet,  buyers  are  offering  '^2,00  per  -barrel 
for  Mountains  and  $1.50  for  Spaulding  No,  4. 

The  bulk  of  the  grain  in  this  part  of  the  county  has  been  sown,  and  in 
spite  of  the  unfavorable  weather  during  the  week  a  large  per  cent  of  the  po- 
tato grovrers  planted  some  potatoes. 

(p.  M.  Lombard), 

Presque  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  May  26  ^  1923 . 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  cold  and  cloudy.     We  had 
rain  Monday  afternoon,  Tuesday  and  Saturday  which  interferred  with  planting 
operations. 


Saturday  we  finished  planting  all  small  lots  v/hich  have  to  be  planted 
by  hand.     The  balance  of  the  field  will  be  planted  with  a  Robbins  planter. 

One  hundred  four  lots  of  potatoes  entered  for  certification  have  been 
received  to  date.  These  will  be  planted  next  week  together  with  our  older 
seedlings  and  miscellaneous  experimental  work. 

We  do  not  expect  to  plant  our  seed  development  material  in  Ashland 
until  next  v/eek. 


The  potato  market  for  old  stock  is  rather  dull,  in  fact  there  is  prac- 
tically no  stock  being  hauled.     The  price  holds  about  the  same,  S^2.00  per 
barrel  for  Green  Mountains  and  ^l-.lb  for  Spaulding  Rose, 

(p.  M,  Lombard). 


Presque  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  May  27  .  1923 . 

Good  progress  was  made   in  planting  during  the  4-|-  days  of  last  week 
which  vreather  conditions  permitted  us  to  work  in  the  fields     So  far  we 
have  planted  the  1920.  1921  and  1922  seedlings,  the  fertilizer  experiment, 
variety  collection,  foreign  varieties,  selection  experinent  (old  series), 
a  number  of  miscellaneous  lots  and  part  of  the  unsprayed  block,  which  is 
to  be  used  as  a  test  of  resistance  to  late  blight  .^    When  the  last  named 
experiment  is  finished  we  will  have  completed  practically  all  of  the  ^and 
planting  on  the  Aroostock  Farm, 

(C,  F.  Clark),- 
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New  Brunswick.  N.  J.  Notes.  May  31,  1923. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  (May  E8-29)  v/ere  spent  in  Cumberland  and  Atlantic 
counties.     The  potato  crcp  is  developinc?  very  slowly  in  these  two  counties 
and  is  suffering  from  a  lack  of  -water.     The  strawberry  crop  already  shows 
teh  effect  of  the  prolonged  d7.y  period  and  if  rain  does  not  come  soon  the 
crop  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

The  potato  f  ert  ilizer  test ,  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  Office 
of  Soil  Fertility  Investigations,  on  the  Minch  farms  '^'a-s  not  far  elaoucth 
along  to  show  any  marked  differences  between  the  various  plots.     The  stand 
is  good,  however,  and  the  experinental  area  well  cultivated. 

In  the  test  on  the  Frank  Ott  fa.rm,  where  a  comparison  is  being  made 
of  Maine  and  Nevv'  Jersey  grown  seed,  the  Maine  g^roxni  Cobblers  are  larger 
"than  the  New  Jersey,  while  no  differences  '.vera  apparent  betv^een  the  Maine 
and  New  Jersey  gro'\'n  C-rieen  fountains  c     In  this  connection  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  the  Ctt  strain  of  Cobblers  planted  in  the  field  in  which 
the  test  is  being  conducted  has  developed  faster  than  the  Maine  crrov/n  seed. 
The  plants  were  too  small  to  make  satisfactory  disease  counts,  however, 
mosaic  v;as  observed  to  be  very  severe  on  some  plants. 

On  the  v/hole.  while  the  development  of  the  crop  has  been  very  much  re- 
tarded, the  stand  is  very  good  throughout  Cumberland  County.      Mr-  Minch  ex- 
pressed the  belief  tncit  tno  acreage  planted  v;as  slightly  larger  than  last 
year  due  to  tlie  fa.ct  that  most  of   the  grov-^ers  had  some  of  their  own  home 
grown  seed  on  hand., 

Tuesday  was  spent  in  Atlantic  County  in  me.king  a  survey  of  the  berry 
diseases  in  the  vicinity  of  Hammonton»      The  sandy  soils  in  this  section 
are  not  adapted  to  potatoes;  during  the  day  not  more  than  an  acre  of  po- 
tatoes was  see  no     The  combina.tion  of  poor  seed,  sandy  soil  and  lack  of  moist- 
ure was  too  much;,  however  -  and  a  close  examination  was  necessary  in  order 
to  be  certain  that  potatoes  had  been  planted, 

(Wc  H,  Martin). 

Troup.  Te.xa3  Notes.  May  25  .  1923 . 

Mrc  HotchkisSi  the  superintendent  of  the  Troup  Branch  Station,  reports 
conditions  generally  unfavorable  for  plot  work„    Excessive  rains  have  drowned 
out  several  of  the  plots.     The  percentage  of  stand  ranges  from  25  to  77/a, 
At  this  station  also  the  plots  were  fortunately  repeated  and  Mr,  Hotchkiss 
plans  on  staking  out  unit  areas  on  each  plot  for  the  yield  determinations. 

It  was  impossible  to  detect  tVie  mottled  type  of  mosaic  on  the  plo^^s. 
There  were,  however;,  mar.K;e  d  differences  in  size  of  plants  and  general  ^'ine 
vigor,     A  small  percentage  of  curly  dwar.f  plants  was  also  present-.  Those 
variations  were  recorded, 

(J.  Milwsrd). 


It 
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Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  May  29 ,  1923 . 

.^^  Saturday  afternoon  and  Monday  were  spent  in  takins^  notes  on  the  potato 

experiments  at  Arlinp;ton  Farm,  'Va» 

The  germination  of  all  the  ^^xpor i:nental  potatoes  planted  at  Arlington 
Farm  is  good  this  year  t  abjiit  98  per  cent.     As  stated  in  the  first  issue  of 
the  -'Eye'"     one  acre  of  these  were  plc.hted  on  March  29  and  30  which  was  follovj- 
ed  by  severe  cold  we^thei-  ox  15  degrees  F,    E'.-idently  this  cold  weather  of 
short  duration  did  nc-o  ai.fect  the  ge^'mination  of  thesd  potatoes.     The  effect 
of  the  different  tsinpera-tu^es  a't  whioh  xhe  seed  potatoes  were  held  in  the  cold 
storage  experinBnt  is  still  noticeable  in  size  tf  plants*     These  differences, 
however';  are  not  as  great  ao  they  were  two  vireeks  ago.     The  buds  on  the  first 
planting  are  beginning  to  'cwrst  open. 

At  this  time  it  is  possible  to  detect  several  plants  affected  with  mosaic 
in  the  greenhouse  tuber  un.'t  e  xp  er  i  .rrs  n  t »     This  experiment  is  made  up  of  five 
different  strains  o£  Irish  CoboLers.     Four  of  these  are  immature  seed  and  the 
other  is  mature. 

(W.  M,  Peacock). 

Washington.  D.  C,  Notes.  May  29 .  1923 , 

At  last  \iiB  are  able  to  report  warm  weather.     The  maximum  temperature 
as  recorded  by  the  U..  S,  Vfeather  Bureau  on  Sunday;  May  27,  was  87  degrees 
with  a  minimrm  of  50  degrees.      Yesterday's  maximum  v/as  somewhat  below  this 
but  today  bics  fair  to  exceed  it.     Rain  is  badly  needed. 

^    The^May  issue  of  "Hints  to  Potato  Growers^'  published  by  the  New  Jersey 
State  Potato  Association,  contains  an  interesting  discussion  by  Dr.  W„  H« 
Mar-cin  on  "Will  a  Cool  Surjner  Affect  Yield  and  Disease".     The  author  first 
contends  that  low  temperatures  favor  the  development  of  the  potato    crop.  He 
further  states  that  in  New  Jersey,  throughout  a  period  of  33  years,  when  the 
month^of  July  was  cooler  than  the  average,  the  yield  averaged"  slightly  more 
than  13  bushels  above  normal,  while  with  July  warmer  than  usual,  there  was  a 
decrease  from  normal  of  12  bushels  ^  or  a  maximum  variation  of  25  bushels 
according  to  the  degree  of  departure  from  average,  or  normal  tem.perature  ^ 

The  relation  of  weather,  temperature  and  rainfall  to  late  blight  is 
alsc  shown  and  tho  author  suggests  that  spraying  will  solve  the  problem  and 
recomraend;-'  the  use  of  home-made  Bordeaux  mixture  as  a  satisfactory  remedy 
for  late  bliglit. 

'A^  Mr.  Peacock  and  the  writer  plan  to  plant  an  experimental,  seed  plot  on 

the  farm  of  State  Commissioner  of  Agriculture.,        S*  Brigham,  St.  A2bans  , 
Vermont  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  1  and  2,'  Several  lots  of  Irish  Cobbler, 
Triumph  and  Green  Mountain  are   to  b  e  tested. 

An  Office  picnic  is  to  be  held  at  Bell,  Md.  on  May  30,     A  rose  judging 
contest,  strawberry  contest  and  a  baseball  gane  are  the  leading  features. 

(Wm.  Stuar-c), 
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California  Notes.  Usiv  23.  1923. 

The  green  peach  aphis  have  disappeared  f-om  the  potato  fields  in  the 
Stockton  district.    Apparently  the  potato  plants  ha.-^re  not  suffered  a.n\r  m- 
ter ial  injury  from  the  aphis. 

On  our  own  farm  where  the  land  has  been  carefully  cultivated,  and  fer- 
tilized, and  the  seed  treated;  the  potatoes  have  made  a  crood  gro-At-h  and  show 
no  injury  from  aphis. 

The  onion  crop  in  the  Stockton  district  is  having  a  hard  time  of  it. 
The  growth  is  three  weeks  behind  normal.    For'  the  most  part  the  plants  are 
only  12  to  14  inches  high  when  they  ought  to  be  28  to30  inches.    The  stand 
is  irregular  and  pink  root  is  present.    It  will  require  the  most  favorable 
climatic  conditions  from  now  until  harvest  time  to  make  a  crop  150  sacks  per 
acre  when  the  normal  crop  should  be  from  250.  to  300  sacks. 

\  '■  (Weyl-Zuckerman  &  Co.). 

Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.  '  June  4.  1923^ 

There  has  been  a  number  of  local  showers  during  the  past  week.  Other 
sections  report  heavy  rains  and  numerous  hail  storms  have  been  reported  from 
various  places,  causing  considerable  damage  to  crops  and  property. 

We  have  about  finished  planting  potatoes.    The  soil  is  in  excellent 
condition  and  a  good  germination  should  be  e:j^ected.    The  larger  percentage 
of  the  potato  acreage  of  the  Greeley  District  will  be  planted  this  v;eek. 

We  started  irrigating  alfalfa  Sunday  night,  June  3.  There  is  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  flow  of  water  in  the  ditch  and  we  expect  to  finish  irri- 
gating the  alfalfa  Ytednesday  or  Thursday. 

The  writer  expects  to  leave  Greeley  for  Carbondale,  Colorado,  Sunday, 
June  10,  to  plant  the  seed  improveirent  plot  which  will  be  planted  on  the 
Sweet  Seed  Farm  Inc. 

Potato  shippers  of  Northern  Colorado  and  the  Western  Slope  in  San  Luis 
Valley  are  holding  a  two  day  meeting  in  Greeley  today  and  to  morrow.  Aaror- 
Sapiro,  marketing  expert  and  counsel  for  the  American  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Growers  Federated  Association,  will  be  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  the 
meeting.     It  is  understood  that  he  will  also  give  a  talk  to  the  potato  grow- 
ers at  thi  s  time. 

The  potato  market  remains  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  the  ■pa»'fe'*1fW0f1|lF., 
three  weeks.      Some  dealers  are  paying  35  to  40  cents    for  Ul  §*  Grade  'i^lil^ 

(^i  Gi  fedmundson) . 

Kansas  Notes..  .  June.  .2  f  1923 .. 

The  past  week  was  spent  partly  in  spra.ying  and  partly  in  checkinel  up 
seed  treatment  work*  There  is  a  great  difference  between  treated  and  un- 
treated fields:  this  year  and  the  stand  over  the  Valley  as  a  whole  is  poor. 
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The  freeze  we  hdd  set  the  pctatces  bac'lc  a  tiir'^at  -i^e.l  a.-.d  the  -vea>6r  r;lp  y/i  3 
were  3cilled  outright  and  never  did  c-om  ac:a;. n,.  3"'he  ';:r<-.wer fee'',  r.hat,  ~ri3 
freeze  has  had  some  effect  on  the  devslopiasn-:  cf  zoct;-r;ia .  e.rd  tVii  ?  rp.f^.j' 
be  true,  because  I  have  never  seen  such  se'/y^'^;  i /^i ec  i.  i  on^,  Pl'^ri. c  that  a.L'- 
pear  healthy,  v.'hen  pulled  up  are  just  cover-ec.  ■k':-':V;  lesions,  chsi  is  'o-';  v-r'- 
treated  stuff*  Treated  seed  shows  a  considerably  better  sxand  than  ■» ;.r: trust- 
ed seed  and  the  stems  are  practically  fi'ee  from  lesions.  We  ■';i:iil  expect  ocrj'" 
.great  differences  to  shew  up  a^ain  this  year, 

Julian  M,  Hulpieu  of  Bcds;e  vity,  this  state,  v.^rltes  under   date  of  luay  30 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  that  section  was  visited  by  a  heavy  hail 
storm  which  danaged  ev§ry  potato  vine  in  his  f is'ld,     "The  vin4s  v/ore  from 
8  to  18  inches  in  height  and  every  plant  vas'  badiy  cut  up  a^id  bruised. and 
I  believe  fully  75%  of  the  stalks  vfars   broken  over.     These  that  -rere  not  bro- 
ken or  bent  over  were  badly  bruised  and  the  leaves  more  or  less  cut  up. 
Scrre  of  our  Cobblers  had  buds  on  them. 

We  carried  -i^lOO-.OO  per  acre  insurance  on  these  potatoes  and  v/hat  I 
would  like  to  knov'  is  just  what  dairag;e  you  think  they  would  sustain  from 
this  kind  of  a  wooling  at  this  stage  of  grovrth," 

(E.  a.  Stokdyk), 

Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  Notes.  June  2.  1923. 

Prof.  Milward  cf  the  Uc  S.,  D-  A.  visited  oui  tests  at  the  new  Univer- 
sity Farm  and  took  tuber  notes  of  lots  in  Set  one,  v/hich  is  now  being  dug 
and  uBighedo    Ke  also  made  notes  as  to  relative  growth  and  condition  of 
vines.     Yfeather  conditions  v/ere  extremely  favorable. 

Yields  are  quite  satisfactory  iii  view  of  the  unfavorable  season,  due 
to  excessive  rains  and  a  late  frost* 

Early  blight  is  more  or  less  Rienerally  distributed  through  the  fi^ld. 
It  is  much  worse  than  usual. 

Set  two,  the  best  one  of  the  six  sets,  will  be  dug  in  about  a  week  or 
ten  days  and  we  are  ejj^ecting  some   record  yields  as  indicated  by  the  results 
cf  Set  one „ 

The  Nebraska  strain  tests  vdll  be  dug  shortly  as  the  vines  are  yellow- 
ing rapidly. 

(G.  L,  Tiebout), 

Pre  s  que  Isle.  Mains  Notes.  June  4  .  1923  . 

With  the  exception  of  one  acre  rssei'/ed  for  f*^   1923  seedlings  and  a 
few  miscellaneous  lots  v.-e  finished  planting  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  today. 

The  vi^eather  for 'the  past  woek  has  been  rather  warm  w'th  high  v/inds. 
Rain  is  needed  very  badly  for  all  crops,  especially  the  hay  ^rop,  " 


w 
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Tv.-c  or  three  days  more  v;i  11  finish  the  potato  planting;  in  this  section 
of  the  county. 

Yfe  are  to  have  t'^^o  nev;  county  agents  in  Aroostook  >  County  A.sent  llcrtcn 
resi^^ned  May        and  Assistant  County  A^ent  Fhilbrick  has  handed  in  his  re- 
signation to  take  eifsct  July  1, 

The  ':7riter  -olano  to  go  to  Ashland  tcsorrc^^  to  plant  our  "ssed  develcr- 
ment"  ma-terial  and  tuber  seiecx ions.:     This  ■A'ork  is  to  be  on  t\?o  farms; 
acres  on  Mr^  Ralph  '.Veaver  '  s  farm  and  one  acre  on  the  farm  of  I'-T.  Frank  Fen- 
der sen.     Both  plots  are  very  v.^11  isolated  and  both  ercivers  are  planting 
only  certified  stcck  this  year, 

(  P,  Iv".  Lombard) . 


Presgue  Isle.  L^aine  Notes.  June  2,  1923. 

Planting  has  progressed  rapidly  in  this  section  during  the  past  weeko 
We  ha.vs  practically  finished  the  planting  of  the  experimental  plots  on  the 
Aroostook  Farm  i^-ixh  the  exception  of  a  fe?:  small  lots^ 

The  Vv-eather  is  still  cold  for  this  time  of  the  3'ear.     i-Iearly  every 
day  v/e  have  strong,  cold  vvinds  and  occasional  frosts  at  ni^ht. 

(C.  F.   Clark)  = 

Korfolk.  Virginia  hotes.  May  29.  19^3, 

The  p-ta-toes  in  the  r^or.fclk  section  are  not  locking  nuite  so  \vell  as 
v;e  had  hcped.     There  is  some  lea;   roll  sho^j^ins;  up  especially  on  the  se.ndier 
scils:;     The  gei'i^inat ion  of  tVi3  Prince  Edv/ard  islp-nd  ard  Nev^  Brunswick  Irish 
Gobbler  seed  has  been  very  good.     From  piesent  indications  tha-se  two  stra.ins 
will  pc'SsibJ.y  lead  in  production  in  the  Norfolk  sectiono     Seme  of  the  Maine 
grov/n  seed  did  'not  germinate  satisf actoi'ily-     in  seme  cases  the  stand  will 
net  be  o"er  7j  to  80  per  ceiit^     The  devslopmfent  of  the   crop  has  been  some- 
v/hat  slo'A'er  than  usaal.     I  do  net  expect  tne  potatoes  to  begin  to  mo've  out 
01   th<3  Norfolk  region  in  any  corsidsrable  quantity  before  the  10th  and  possi- 
bly a  little  later. 


Yesterday  afternoon  v.-as  spent  in  Elizabe-th  City  and  York  Counties, 
There  is  a  small  area  of  possi  biy  100  acres  of  potatoes  nearths  mouth  of 
the  Poquoson    P<.i--'er  in  e.  section  or'dina.rily  known  as  Back  River   in  which 
the  plants  7;ere  in  full  bloom.      The  grc?rers  advised  me  thory  e>-T>ec"ced  to 
dig  some  of  them  the  fn3.1o'.virg  v.^&.k-      These  gr.^7.?erG  almy.-.  strive  to  set 
on  the  very  early  me.vke  t  and  conse^pently  recer.>"e  a  high  p.-^i  ce  .     There  is 
a  small  area  there   of  a  few  huiidred  acres-  inextenL   chax  is  reculiarly  pro- 
tected from  frosc-     Some  of  the   l3.rd   i  s  so   low  that  it  is  ne"e3.-:ary  for  the 
o^^i'ner-s  to  throw  up  dykes  to  keep  out  tte  hiph  tide?;  yet  it.  is  sufficiently 
?.b11  drained  to  m.aks  the  early  crop  just  mentioned- 

Vfe  are  planning  to  be  on  the  Eastern  Shore  June  6  and  7  fc  r  the  in- 
spection t  ri,  p. 


(T..  0,  Johnson), 
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Washington.  D.  G.  Notes.  June  8.  1923. 

The  experiments  at  Arlin?;ton  Fam ,  Va.  were  inspected  by  the  writer 
the  first  of  this  vieek  »     All  the  experinerfc  were  in  splendid  condition  taking 
into  consideration  the  need  of   rain.      Many  of  tte  plants  in  the  exrericents 
that  Vi^ere  planted  first  are  coming  out  in  blosrom. 

There  ¥ire re  local  showers  of  short  duration  '^I.^ednes day  and  Thursday,  Al- 
though more  rain  is  needed  these  will  keep  ve.^etation  growing  for  a  few  days' 
and  greatly  aid  in  the  making  cf  the  early  potato  crop, 

A  few  more  diseased  plants  v;ere  eliminated  in  the  greenhouse  tuber  unit 
exper  iment  * 

(W,  M.  Peacock) . 

Vermont  Notes ♦  June  8,  1923. 

Mr.  Peacock  and  the  witer  spent  Friday  and  Saturday,  Jiine  1  and  2, 
at  St.  Albans,  Vt ,  planting  some  2500  tuber  units  of  several  strains  of  the 
Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph,  and  Green  Mountain  varieties  of  potatoes  on  the  farm 
of  E,  S,  Brigham,  p'resent  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 

The  weather  was  ideal  for  planting,  though  somewhat  warm  on  Saturday, 
and  the  soil  was  in  fine  physical  cord  it  ion  but  a  little  too  dry  for  q"5iick 
germination  of  the  potato  sets..     Rain  was  badly  needed  and  it  is  hoped  that 
showers,  have  occurred  since  our  departure, 

Mr.  Brigham  plans  to  plant  18  acres  of  Irish  Cobblers  for  the  production 
of  seed  stock  for  New  Jersey  ard  Virginia  truck  growers*    The  present  plan  is 
to  plant  somewhere  between  the  15th  and  19th  of  June  so  as  to  secure  somewhat 
immature  stock. 

The  lateness  of  the  season  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  apple  trees 
were  just  in  full  bloom  and  lilac  flowers  not  yet  fully  open. 

Another  interesting  feature  noted  v.'as  that  of  the  presence  of  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  tent  caterpillars.    Wild  cherr/  add  plum  trees  v;ere 
everywhere  plentifully  dotted  with  tent-webs  and  betokened  the   necessity  of 
using  poison  sprays     on  the  fruit  trees  to  control  the  ravages  of  these  pests, 

(Wm,  Stuart). 
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The  rainfall  for  the  v/eek   is  5.s  Jollows.: 

Monday  ,40;  Tuesday  .1-;  Thursday  ,C1;  Friday  .03;  Friday  nirht  rain 
tegan  falling  again  and  has   continued  until  the  present  time.     It  is  be- 
liex'ed  that  .80  or  =90  have  fallen  during  the  last  24  hours. 

Potato  planting,  which  is  about  half  completed  in  the  Greeley  District 
will  be  delayed  seA^eral  days  because  of  t  l-B  heavy  rains. 

¥Je  finished  irriciating  the  alfalfa  Yfednesday.    The  alfalfa  has  ira.de 
an  excellent  growth  and  will  be  ready  to  cut  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

The  v/riter  expects  to  lea^'e  for  Carbondale  tcmorrc?/  to  plant  the  seed 
iG^provenent  plot  but  planting  maybe  delayed  on  account  of  the  rain. 

Two  or  three  cars  of  potatoes  have  been   loaded  each  day  from  local 
shipping  point.    Most  of  the  shipping  companies  which  have  not  aJ-ready 
closed    are  planning  to  discontinue  operations  within  the  next  few  days. 
The  price  still  remains  at  30  and  40  cents  per  cwt» 

(W,  C.  Edmundson) . 
Presque  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  June  11.  1923. 

Rain  is  needed  very  badly  in  this  S'^ction.     Mo  rain  together  with 
hi^.  winds  has  caused  the  land  to  dry  cut  very  rapidly,    practically  all 
crops  are  suffering- 
Forest  fires  have  been  raging  for  several  days,  r-^sulting  in  heavy 
damage  in  young  timber  and  farm  buildings. 

We  finished  plaiiting  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  Monday. 

Material  for  the  plots  in  Ashland  was  sent  via  truck  Uonday,  Tuesday 
morning  we  began  planting  the  G-reenhouse  selections  on  Frank  ¥feaver's  farm. 
We  finished  a  plot  of  about  2-^  acres  on  this  farm  ^Wednesday  night.  Thurs- 
day an  acre  was  planted  on  the  f  ara  of  Frank  Fenderson. 

Farmers  have  finished  planting  potatoes  and  as  near  as  can  be  esti - 
m.ated  from  fertilizer  usedj,  reports  from  different  towns  indicate  the  acre- 
age to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

It  has  been  very  cold  for  the  past  week  with  frosts  nearly  every  ni^t 

(  Po  Li„  Lombard) . 

Missouri  Notes.  June  12 .  1923  . 

Several  field  meetings  were  held  during  the  past  week  with  potato 
growers  in  the  Orrick  district  along  the  Missouri  River  near  Kansas  Gity. 
These  were  for  the  purpose  of  checking  up  and      owi  ng  results  of  field 
dem^onst  rat  ions  in  seed  treatrre  nt ,  use  of  green  imnure  and  fertilizer,  and 
certified  northern  seed  ap;ainst  uncertified  northern  seed. 


The  advantage  g;ained  by  seed  treatnsnt  is  \^ery  marked,  both  in  stand 
and  per  cent  of  healthy  plants.     A  hi^  percentage  of  rhizoctonia  is  present  , 
in  untreated  fields  v;hile  almost  totally  absent  from  the  treated.     On  the 
farm  of  F.  D„  Stoner  near  Camden  only  two  diseased  plants  could  be  found  in 
a  seven  acre  treated  strip  while   scores  of  stunted  and   diseased  plants  were 
found  in"  the  checlcs  '  on  both  sides.      The  corrosive  sublimate  treatment  was 
used. 

Both  the  certified  seed  ani  fertilized  plots  show  better  stand  and 
vigor  than  the  checks.    The  freeze  of  May  9  may  be  in  part  resporjsible  for 
this-    Any  previous  advantage  seens  to  have  beem  emphasized  by  the  freeze 
and  the  fertilized  plants  have  grown  out  rapidly,  but  the  others  more  slowly- 
The  plaii  of  fertilization  bei       demonstrated  is  "that  of  tu,rning  under  a  lefei- 
minous  green  manure,  such  as  cov^/peas,  soybeans,  vetch  or  clover  in  ihe  fall 
and  the  application  of  300  to  400  pounds  per  acre  of  acid  phosphate  at  plant- 
ing time.    This  seems  most  economical  and  well  adapted  to  this  soil  type  and 
last  year  showed  gains  of  40  to  98  bushels  per  acre^    Without  the  green  ma- 
nure   a  2-12-2  or  3-12-4  is  used,  depending  on  soil  conditions. 

A  small  amount  of  earljr  blight  and  sme  sun  scald  v/as  noticed  through 
the  valley    and  Prof.  Quinn  reports  the  same  condition  on  the  station  fields 
here  at  Columbia^      Fields  planted  before  the  hard  freeze  of  March  18  have 
either  been  replanted  or  are  almost  a  total  failure.     Cobblers  are  in  full 
bloom, 

(E.  M»  Page). 

New  Brunsmck.  New  Jersey  Notes.  Jure  8  .  1923 . 

Friday,  June  1,  was  spent  with  County  Agent  Crissey  examining  the 
potato  test  plots  being  corducted  in  Salem  County.     Despite  the  dry  weather 
ard  slowf  development  of  the  crop,  a  number  of  extreasly  interesting  differ- 
ences were  observed. 

In  a  seed  source  test  consisting  of   Irish  Cobblers  from  Prince  Ed'mrd 
Island,  Maine,  Soutli  Jersey  and  Virginia,  the   plots  planted  with  the  first 
lot  of  seed  were  larger  than  any  of  the   others  and  were  apparently  quite  free" 
from  disease.     In  this  test  are   included  two  lots  of  Maine  seed,  one  certi- 
fied and  the  other  non-certified;  in  the   former  there  VL^as  only  a  trace  of 
blacklif^  while  in  the  latter  app  ro  xi  na  tel  y  15%    of  the  flants  were  infected 
with  this  disease.    In  two  lots  of  South  Jersey  seed  selected  from  the  same 
field  last  fall,  part  of  which  was  rogued  arid  part  not,  there  was  5  and  18 
per  cent  leaf  roll  respctively,  indicating  the  value  of  thorough  roguing. 
The  plots  planted  with  certified  South  Jersey  seed  looked  exceptionally  well 
and  showed  veiy  little  disease.       One  plot  was  planted  ^^rith   seed  from  a  strain 
that  sho\^-ed  a  large  per  cent   of   spindle  tuber  last  fall;  the  stand  in  this 
plot  was  poor,  s  orre  plants  mere  just   coming  up  and  many  of  those  that  were 
up  were  not  vigorous. 

In  the  test  with  Northern  and   Southern  grown  Cobblers,  the  Northern 
grown  Boulter  strain  v/as  larger  than  the   New  Jersey  grown,  only  ^  slight 
differences  were  apparent,  homover,  betvreen  the  Northern  and  New  Jersey 
grown  Erickso  n  strain. 
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In  a  certified  seed  test  plot  beiing  conducted  at  Elmer,  only  slight 

differences  were  observed  between  the  various  lots  of  seed  included  in  the 

test,  with  the  exception  of  ore  which  has   bean   oat  several  weeks  before  the 

test  plot  was  planted  and  had  the  appearance  of  havij^j^r^heated.    The  stand 

in  this  plot  was  very  poor,  not  more  than  50/o  of  the  plants  being  up.  In 

this  same  field  a  comparison  is  being  mde  of  whole  seed,  ■'j-fiole  seed  nicked, 

and  cit   seed.    The  whole  seed  was  just  coming  through  tVe    around;  the  nicked 

seed  was  up  from  one  to  two  inches,  \Thilfi  the  cut  seed  was  up  two  to  four 

inc  hes, 
I' 

In  a  fertilizer  plot  at  Elmer,  conducted  cn  tVs   sazre  land  for  six 
years,  most  of  the  plants  on  the  plots  receiving:  fertilizer  were  up  1-3  inches, 
while  on  the  plots  which  have  received  nc  fertilizer  during;  these  six  years, 
the  plants  w^re  just   coming  through  the  ground. 

K,  Martin). 

Ne-g'  Brunswick.  Ne^?  Jersey  Notes.  June  14.  1923. 

Yesterday  v/as  spent  in  examining  the  %''ari  ous  test  plots  in  Mercer 
ani  Monmouth  Counties.    Unless  we  have  rain  soon  the  yield  will  be  seriously 
reduced  in  New  Jersey,     The  plants  are   small  and  are  already  beginning  to 
blossom.    There   is  a  good  set,  hov^ever,  and  rain  now  w^ould  greatly  relieve 
the  sit uati  on. 

A  few  growers  in  Monmouth  County  ha-'^e  contracted  to  deliver  American 
Giants  during  August  for  $2,25  per  barrel.    The  gersral  opinion  seens  to  be 
that  in  view  of  the  short   crop  in  Virginia,  the  rr  ice  should  be  somewhat 
better  than  that  by  digging  time, 

(W,  H.  Martin). 

Virginia  Notes.  -  June  8 .  1923 ♦ 

Your  letter  of  Jure  4  came  to  hand  just  as  I  u-as  leaving  for  the 
potato  field  inspection  trip  on  the  Shore. 

The  party  assembled  at  Exmore   on  the   morning  cf  Jure  6  and  vis  ited 
four  demonstration  plats  in  Northampton  County  that  day.     There  was  quite 
a  marked  difference  in  the  ^^rowth  of  fie  plants  from  the  different  sources 
of  seed  but  the  v/eather  was  so  dry  and   the  plants  so  badly  wilted  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  make  careful  determinations  of  the  ainount  of  disease  in 
the  different   lots.    However,   in  one  lot  fcr  which  m  had  selected  home  g;rown 
mosaic  infested  seed  for  the  purpose  of  planting,        found  that  practically 
every  plant  produced  was  badly  infected  with  the   disease.     This  alone  was 
worth  a  great  deal  to  the  farmers  vho  saw  it.     It  impressed  upon  them  the 
absolute  necessity  of  obtaining  seed  free  from  disease.     Ths  potatoes  in 
the  southern  end  of  Northampton  County  v.e  re  sonBwhat  further  advanced  than 
those  in  the  northern  end  of  the  county.      The  crop  from  Cape  Charles  south 
was  in  full  bloom  v/hile  on  those  north  of  Eastville  only  a  part  of  the  blooms 
were  open.    The  sex'ere  dry  veather  wh  i  di  the  Peninsula  has  been  having  for 
the  past  few  weeks  has  materially  shortened  the  prospective  crop.    Mr.  Burton 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  Exchange  told  me  yesterday  that  he  feared  they  would 
not  be  able  to  harvest  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the  crop  expected  even  if 
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rain  should  come  within  the  re  xt  Jay  or  tv;o  ,  and  if  the  rain  is  delayed  for 
a  week  or  more  even  this  percentage  will  be  greatly  redu.  ced.  I  understand 
that  the  first  carload  of  potatoes  mov^d  from  IJo rthanpto n  bounty  yesterday. 

On  June  7  the  inspection  party  visited  Acc  omac  County,  starting  at 
the  farm  of  llr .  Rowley,  east  of  New  Church,  and  proceedir^g  south  to  Cnley 
where  tte  party  had  lunch  on  the  Experi  nent  Station  crrounds  and  then  examined 
the  potatoes  ^rowirg  on  the  Station  plats,  after  v/hich  addresses  ^vere  de- 
livered by  the  Director  of  the  Virginia  Tnack  E>periiiEnt  Stationi  the  Dean 
of  the  College  of  Aericulture,  Elacksburg,  Va.j.the  Professor  of  Agronomy 
at  that  College;  a  representative  of  the   State  Farm  Bureau  ard  others. 

This  was  the  first    inspection  trip  of  the  kind  that  has  been  made  in 
this  state.     Much  interest  was  manifested  and  it  was  the  universal  opinion 
of  those  present  that  similar  trips   should  be  taken  in  the  future. 

(T.  C.  Johnson), 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  June  15.  1923. 

Unusually  cool  and  cloudy  -veather  has  prevailed  since  our  last  notes 
were  v/ritten.    A  gentle  but  steady  rain  throughout  the  e:reater  portion  of 
Monday  has  banished  the  drought  sifeation  in  this  section  for  the  time  being, 
at  least.     Yesterday  and  today  have  been  clear  and  norm^al  as  to  temperature. 

Mr.  Peacock  and  the  writer  have  been  devoting  their  efforts  this  v/eek 
to  collating  the  accumulated  data  from  the  Southern  tests  of  Northern  grown 
Triumph  seed  stock. 

A  letter  from  Mro  Hulpieu  of  Dodge  City,  Kansas  advises  that  the  in- 
surance appraisers  estimated  the  injury  to  his  potato  crop  from  hail  at  40 
per  ce  nt . 

Messrs.  Boulter  ard  Crockett  of  Char lottet own ,  Prince  Edward  Island 
■were  visitors  at  the  Office  yesterday  forenoon.    Mr,  Boulter  is  the  Deputy 
Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Prince  Edv.'ard  Island  and  also  the  Secretary  of 
the  Prince  Ed^jcard  Island  Seed  Potato  Ci-rowers'  Association,     He  reports  a 
100  per  cent  increase  in  Irish  Cobbler  acreage  on  the    Island  this  season. 
Through  inadequate  transportation  facilities  this  spring  a  portion  of  tte 
Island's  crop  of  certified  seed  potatoes  had  to  be  disposed  of  for  table 
consumptiono  Every  effort  va.  11  be  rcade  by  the  officers  of  tVs  Association 
to  improve  the  quality  of  the  ^923  seed  stocks    M:-,  Boulter  and  Mr.  Crockett 
plan  to  attend  the  New  Jersey  and  Long  Islar.d  potato  field  to'urs  scheduled 
for  June  18  and  19,  and  June  20  to  22  ib  spe  ct ive ly „ 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Seed  and  Plant  I  nto  rnu  ct  i  o  n  has  advised  the 
writer  that  they  have  received  tv;o  rather  interestirjg  shipments  of  potatoes 
this  week.    The  first  shipment  j  wiiich  cane  iron  Bogota  ^  S,  A.-,  consisted  of 
a  quanti'ty  of  tubers  of  the  high!;/  pri-ed  yello'//  fleshed  potato;  and  the 
second  of  tubers  of  Solanum  commersonii   fr  om  Mo  at  o'v'i  de  o ,  Uruguay,     After  in- 
spection at  tYs   quarantine  laboratory  these'tv/o  lots  will  be  grown  under  de- 
tention at  Bell,  Md«   this  sij.mmer. 

fWm.  Stuart), 
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Greeley.  Coloracfc  Notes 


June  18.  1923 


The  rainy  weather  continued  during  the  past  week.     Thursday  ni^ht 
2.35  inches  of  rain  fell.     This  heaver  rain  was  accompanied  by  a  terrible 
hail  storm  which  caused  p:reat  damage  to  crops  in  its  path.     Alfalfa  at  the 
station»Mch  v;as  nearly  ready  to  cut  vi/^as  badly  damaged,  very  little  bei 
left  tut  the  stems.     The  oats  were  a.lso  damaged.     Potatoes  v/hich  had  germi- 
nated v;ere  shreddedc 

The  Writer  left  Greeley  for  Carbondale  i.icnday,  arriving  there  ^edaas- 
day  morning!.     The  seed  improvement  plots  were  planted  WedrBsday  and  Thursday, 
A  normal  crop,  or  nearly  so,  has  been  planted  in  that  district  and  conditions 
are  good  at  present  for  germination. 

We  began  cutting  alfalfa  this  morning  and  the  potato  ground  is  being 
harrov/ed  to  break  the  thick  crust  which  has  formed  since  the  heavy  rain  and 
hail  storm.    Vife  ejpect  to   start  cultivatir^g  the  potatoes  tomorrow. 

All  roads  into  Greeley  crossing  the  Pcudre  River  are  closed  because  of 
the  flood  and  it  is  not  expected  that  they  ca.n  be  opened  for   several  days. 
The  approaches  to  the  bridges  are  washed  away  and  some  of  the  bridges  are 
gone.     Some  farmers  who  have  been  hailed  out  are  planning  to  plant  potatoes 
to  replace  the  damaged  crop. 

C.  Edmundson). 

Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  Notes.  June  15.  1923. 

According  to  tests  just  completed  by  the  experinent   station  at  the 
new  University  Farm  each  bushel  of  certified  Triumph  seed  potatoes  this  past 
season  gave  an  increased  yield  of  5.15  bushels  over  uncertified  Triumph  seed 
bought  in  the  o'pen  market.     About  45  carloads  of  certified  Triumph  seed  was 
brought  into  the  state  of  Louisiana  this  past  season  or.  in  round  niunbers, 
about  25,000  tons.     This  amount  of  seed  at  thi3  rate  of  one  dollar  a  bushel 
for  the   crop  would  mean  a  gain  of  §125,000,00  by  the  potato  growers  through 
the  use  o^;  certified  seed. 

Further,  it  is  conservatively  estinated  that  half  of  the  Triumph  pota- 
toes in  Louisiana  this  past  year  were  grown  from  uncertified  seed.     Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  asame  that  these  farmers  lost  §125,000o00  by  not  planting  certi- 
fied potato  seed? 

(G,  L.  Tieocut). 

Presque  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  June  16  .  1923  . 

V/e  have  had  good  weather  conditions  recently  for  the  growth  of  the  p 
plants  in  the  greerJiouse,    Most  of  t^e  potato  seedlings  are  large  enough  for 
transplanting  ard  will  be  set  out  in  the  field  as  soon  as  the  danger  of  frost 
is  over.     Two  of  the  wild  species  which  v;e  are  growing  in  the  greenhouse  have 
begun  blooming  ard  some  crosses  have  been  made. 

While  we  have  had  rain  on  tv/o  occasions  durir^  the  past  week  the  total 
rainfall  has  been  so  small  as  to  be  of  but  little  benefit  to  crops.  The 
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nights  are  still  c61d  with  occasional  frosts. 

0^.  F.  Gglark). 

Pres;jue  Isle.  Maine  Notes^  June,  18  , 1923,a 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  weather  for  the  past  v^eek  which 

has  been  cool  and  drv  v/ith  frosts  every  nigh  to 

'    t      ■  ■  "  ■        ...  ,1 

^        Potatoes  appear  to  be  suffering  ve:-y  little  for  lack  of  moisture 
whil\e  grain  and  gruss  shov;  the  lack  of  uioisture  and  unless  we  get  rain  soon 
both  will  be  short  crops  at  harvest  tiixe, 

/        A  few  potatoes  are  hauled  to  market  at  |l,00  per  barrel.      The  starch 
factories  have  do  rie  a  big  business  this  spring.     One  factory  is  still  running 
fu|l  time,     A  large  amount  of  ^vaste  in  cutting  seed  potatoes,  ordinarily  fed 
to*  stock  on  the  farm>  has  been  hauled  to  the  starch  factories  this  year,  be- 
■cause  of  the  use  of  Bichloride  of  Mercury  in  treating  the  potatoes. 

Forest  fires  are  still  burning  but  are  not  spreading  very  rapidly  be- 
calise  of  the  lack  of  hi^  winds. 


Y/e  have  cultivated  and  horse  hoed  our  plots  onr-.e  on  Aroostook  State 
Farm.      An  acre  of  land  reserved  for  the  1923  seedlings  was  disked  ard  har- 
ro'Ved  this  week.      There  is  still  a  good  aipply  of  moisture  in  the  soil  on 
wh'i'ch  a  dust  mulch  has  been  kepto 

(p.  M»  Lombard)* 

No|"folkp  Virginia  Notes.  June  13  .  1923 . 

The  v/eather  conditions  have  been  as?^>©mewhat  more  favorable  for  the  • 
de"vJelopmB  nt  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  last  few  day-^  „    The  rain  which  started 
on'the  11th  and  continued  through  the  12th,  IStli  and  lith  and  came  again 
on^^the  16th  has  supplied  sufficient  moisture  to  sti.walato  rapid  growth  in 
mo^^t  crops 0      However,  some  fields  of  potatoer?  were  so  far  s.cvanc6d  that  the 
rain  did  little  or  no  good  but  in  the  great  majority  of  fields  it  will  stim- 
ulate later  developirent .     The  farmers  are  about  a,  wenk  to  10  days  later  in 
digging  their  crop  this  year  than  usual.     In  some  caaea  they  are  harvesting 
from  30  to  50  barrels  per  acre  and  a  few  farmers  have  ciuoted  yiel.is  as  high 
as  [75  to  100  barrels  per  acreo     The  latter  farm^),  hovi^.ver  5  are  in  very  good 
mechanical  condition^  the  soil  was  v;e  11  1ertil.17.ed  botVi  with  commercial  fer- 
tilizer and  stable  manure,  and  the  plants  escaped  the  late  spring  frosts. 

^         Car  lot  shipments  ar©  going  forward  at  a  rather  lively  rate  this  week. 

(T^  Johnson). 

New  Jersey  Notes,.  June  20  .  1923,., 

The  tri-county  potato  tour  of  Monmouth,  Mercer  and  Middlesex  Counties 
held  June  18  and  19  while  not  as  largely  attended  by  the  growers  in  these 
counties  as  the  one  held  last  season,  was  rBvertheless  a  decided  success. 
The  weather,  hov/ever,  especially  on  Tuesday,  was  rather  too  warm  to  be  en- 
tirely comfortable  and  as  a  result  those  in  attendance  were  disinclined  to 
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indul^e  in  much  physical  exertion.    The  sections  visited  are  suffering; 
frciE  a  rather  severe  drought  and  this  coupled  with  the  heat  resulted  in 
a  considerable  v;ilting  of  the  potato  foliage  du.  ring  the  middle  of  the  day. 
On  this  account  it  v^'as  more  or  less  difficult  to  obser^'-e  mcsaic  infected 
plants . 

The  potato  tour  started  from  Freehold  shortly  after  9:30  Konday 
forenoon  led  by  Gounty  Agent  Douglas.    The  first  stop  made  was  at  Howard 
Woodward's  farm  v/here  a  rye  variety  demonstration  had  been  undertaken  by 
the  Farm  Bureau.    After  this  the  party  proceeded  past  Tennent  Station,  one 
of  the  largest  potato   shipping  points  in  Morimouth  County;  the  old  Tennent 
Church,  of  Revolutionary  days,  a  part  of  Monmouth's  asparagus  section, 
Marlboro,  Va'ickatunk,  tYe  Peter  Collier  estate  and  finally  stopped  at  the 
Henry  Cross  farm  in  Holmdel  v;here  a  luncheon  was  ser^^ed  by  the  ladies  of 
the  community.      The  130  acre  potato  patch  on  this  farm  was  inspected  after 
luncheon  and  was  found  to  contain  a  large  percentage  of   leafroll  and  mosaic. 
The  greater  part  of  this  acreage  had  been  planted  with  America  Giants  of 
which  about  25%  were  Burbanl-:s.     The  Eurbank  plants  were  almost  invariably 
healthy  and  v;ere  fully  as  large  again  as  the   Giant  plants.    The  unfortunate 
part  of  this  incident  is  that  the  owners  of  the   crop  do  not  realize  that 
their  use  of  poor  seed  is  going  to  result  in»at  least  2  50%  decrease  in 
yield.     The  cultural  conditions  v/ere  excellent  and  the  land  is  in  a  high 
state  of  fertility,  leaking  the   diseased  condition  of  the  plants  stand  out 
as  a  living  example  of  the   old  adacre,  "blood  tells." 

The  first  afternoon  stop  was  made  at  the  farm  of  I-  3,  Van  Derveer 
where  a  variety  and  seed  treatment  demonstration  is  beir^  corjiucted.  The 
value  of  seed  treatment  especiallv  that  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  v/as  quite 
apparent.      The  variety  demonstration  also  proved  very  interesting. 

A  size  of  seed  ejperiment  on  the  farm  of  B.  C.  Cook  was  the  next 
object  of  interest.      On  this  farm  l/Z  ounce  sets  or  seed  pieces  are  being 
compared  with  1-ounce,  l-§--ounce,  and  2-ounce  sets  and  these  in  turn  are  to 
be  compared  with  the  commercial  sized  set  which  is  claimed  to  average  7/8 
of  an  ounce  in  vi/eight.    This  concluded  the  day's  tour  and  the  party  re- 
turned to  Freehold. 

The  first  stop  made  on  Tuesday  was  at  the  farm  of  Kenneth  Johnson  of 
Manalapan  vjhere  a  seed  source  demonstration  is  being  corjducted.  Much  int- 
erest Was  shov/n  in  this  test  in  comparing  the  behavior  of  seed  stock  from 
various  states  and  provinces.  An  opportunity  was  also  afforded  of  noting 
the  behavior  of  leafroll  and  spindle  tuber  diseased  stock.  A  similar  de- 
mons trati  on  v/as  inspected  on  Henry  Binde's  farm  on  the  Dav  ton- James  burg 
road. 

A  fertilizer  experiment  on  the   Clifford  Conover  farm  (Mercer  County) 
proved  interesting  to  many  of  the  grov7ers  in  the   afternoon.    "Variety  tests 
on  the  farm  of  Russell  Apple  gate  v>«  re  also   inspected  and  tYe   final  stop  was 
made  at  the  farm  of  Earle  Dilatush  of  Robbi  risvi  lie  where  homw  e;ro'\vn  Irish 
Cobbler  and  Green  Mountai  n  seed  stock  was  noted.     The  Green  Mountain  plants 
in  this  demonstration  plot  were  larger  than  in  any  other  visited  daring  the 
two  days'  tour. 
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The  general  conclusions  tc  be  derived  from  the  t"'o  day  inspection  trip 
may  be  suEmed  up  in  a  few  sentences :- 

1.  The  acreaee  is  acout  7  5/^  of  ncriral. 

2.  The  stand  varies  from  poor  to  very  goods  bu-'t  i-'"-  general  is  fair  to 
good  > 

3.  The  season  is  easily  10  days  tc  2  weeks  late. 

4.  The  crop  will  be  raaterially  injured  if  the  drought  is  prolonged 
be^'-ond  the  end  of  this  week  ^ 

Representatives  v/ere  present  from  the  states  of  Wisconsin,  Michigan, 
Nev/  York,  Maine,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  from  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Nev/ 
Brunsv/ick . 

(Vfe.  Stuart), 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  June  22.  1923. 

The  v/eathe  r  for  the  past  week  has  been  unusually  v/arm,  the  tenpsrature 
for  Tuesday  and  Wedrjssday  being  95  and  96  decrees  respectively.        The  temper- 
ature recorded  by  the  U„  S,  ViTeatter  Bureau  for  yesterday  (Thursday)  was  98 
degrees.      The  general  report  is  that  today  may  be  cooler. 

Prof.  Stuart  left  V/as  hi  nq-to  n  last  Sunday,  Jure   17,  to   attend  the  New 
Jersey  and  Long  Island  potato  field  tours  which  were  held  from  June  18  to  19 
and  June  20  to   22  respectively.      Ke  is  e:xpected  to  return  to  this  cit3;  to- 
rcorrow,  June  23. 

Mr,  Peacock  left  VJashingrton  last  Tuesday  afternoon,  June  19,  for 
Bri  dgeton,  N.  J,  tc  do  potato  investigational  work. 

( Adah  W.  Greene) . 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes*  June  25,  1323. 

The  v/eather  for  the  past  ^veek  has  been  fair  and  quite  warm.    The  potato 
ground  v/as  harrowed  twice  and  cultivated  once  the  first  part  of  the  v/eek. 
The  cloddy  ccnditicn  of  the  soil  cannot  be  much  improved  until  after  a  rain 
or  the  first  irrigation.      Hay  which  was  cut  the  first  part  of  the  week  v/as 
stacked  Friday.    Ov»'ing  to  the  recent  hail  storm  the  quality  of  the  hay  is  very 
pooTe 

We  began  irrigating  alfalfa  Saturday  afternoon  and  hope  to  finish  irri- 
gating the  alfalfa  v/hile  we  ha^^^e  this   run  of  water.     Some  of  the  low  land  on 
which  the  crops  had  been  flf^cded  will  be  planted  to  potatoes  during  the  re  xt 
two  weeks. 

A  plot  of  ground  has  been  reserved  at  the  station  this  year  which  will 
be  planted  to  Triumphs  about  July  15,     It  is  planned  to  demonstrate  that  the 
Triumphs  can  be  successfully  grown  following  early  peas.    It  is  believed  that 
though  there  is  an  early  frost  the  tubers  will  reach  good  seed  size. 

(W.  C.  Edmunds  on). 


Connecticut  Notes.  June  28 ^  1923. 

On  Wednesday,  June  27,  notes  were  taken  by  the  writer  on  the  Maine 
grown  and  South  Jersey  fall  grown  strains  of  Irish  Cobbler  seed  potatoes 
.  planted  on  the  farm  of  L,        Benham,  High  wood,  Conn, 

The  plants  proo^aced  from  the  Maine  grown  seed  are  slightly  larger  and 
in  fuller  bloom  than  those  from  the  South  Jersey.      The  Prince  Edward  Island 
strain  of  Irish  Cobblers  showed  less  ieafroll  ard  mosaic  than  did  the  Erick- 
■  son  strain  virhich  was  originally  procured  from  P'resque  Isle,  Maine.  There 
was  a  greater  percentage  of  Ieafroll  in  the  South  Jersey  grown  Erickscn  strain 
than  from  seed  of  the  saiiB  strain  from  Mai  ne  p:rc-'n  seed^ 

The  experimental  plots  have  received  excellent  cultural  attention. 

The  potato  crop,  as  well  as  other  crops,  has  not  been  injured  by  the 
drought,     A  rather  teavy  rainfall  Tuesday  evenins  relieved  the  drouth  situ- 
ation. 

(W,  M.  Peacock). 

Presque,  I  sle .  Maine  Notes.  •  June  26.  1953... 

This  section  of  Aroostook  County  is  suffering  from  lack  of  rain.  A 
^  shower  Wednesday  night  helped  a  little.    We  reed  about  two  days  of  steady 

rain.      To  the  nortli  of  ^res-iue   Isle  around  New  Sweden  #nd  Stockholm  they 
had  showers  today.      Crops  look  pretty  much  the  same 'V' it?' in  a  radius  of 
40  miles  of  Presque  Isle, 

Grass  ard  oats,  in  fact  all  kinds  of  grain  grown  in  this  county,  are 
growing  so  slowly  that  one  can  note  little  change  in  a  week.      Potatoes  will 
not  average  over  tv;o  inches  in  height. 
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The  old  orcp  of  potatcea  is  about  cleaned  up  in  this  section;  a  fe\¥ 
are  being  hauled  daily  tc  the  starch  factory. 

We  put  out  about  50C0  seedling  potatoes  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday. 
The  shower  Wednesday  night  added  enough  moisture  to  the  soil  to  put  it  in 
excellent  condition  fcr  transplanting.    The  seedlings  were  of  very  good  size, 
healthy  and  vigorous.      With  good  growing  conditions  for  the  balance  of  the 
season  the  prospect  for  a  good  lot  of  first  year  seedlings  has  re^-er  been 
better. 

We  have  been  over  our  plots  tv;ice  on  Arccstcck  State  Farm  vrith  culti- 
vator and  horse  hoe.     Our  seed  is  germinating  well  and  there  appears  to  be 
plenty  of  moisture,  especially  on  the  new  lard  stumped  in  1917.     About  two 
acres  of  our  plots  are  on  old  land,  v;hich  lacks  humus  and  dries  out  very 
rapidly  regardless  of  a  heavy  dust  mulch  which  vre   endeavor  to  maintain  on 
all-  our  plots. 

Mr,  Perry  and  Vi?i  f  e  arrived  Saturday  from  Vi^ash  i  ngton ,  D,  C.      Mr.  Perpy 
is  in  the  Office  of   Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Investigations  and  has  charge 
of  spraying  investigations  with  potatoes.  t. 

(p.  BA.  Lombard) . 

Nebraska  Notes.  June  20.  1923. 

You  may  be  interested  in  knowing  that  v/e  planted  a  trial  plat  of  all 
Nebraska  certified  seed  lots  on  what  is  known  as  the  Dav/es  table  about  20 
miles  southwest  of  Chadron.     On  this  table-land  vi^e  have  been  able  to  detect 
more  mosaic  than  any^/here  else.     The  soil  is  somewhat  heavier,  there  is 
more  raiiifall  and  the  evaporation  is  somiewhat  less  than  other  parts  of  the 
potato  grcwirg  regions  in  the  western  end  of  the   state.     The  altitude  is 
almost  5000  feet.     The  first  plant ir4T  was  made  on  May  14,      The  readings 
taken  in  this  plot  will,  I  believe,  harmonize  very  closely  with  those  taken 
by  me  on  the  Nebraska  stock  in  Louisiana. 

The  dates  of  the  potato  tour  have  been  definitely  set.     The  tour  11 
start  irom  either  Crawford  or  Chadron  on  Tuesday,  August   21.      Vife  will  be  in 
Dawes  County  that  day;  22nd  in  Box  Butte  County;  23rd  in  Scottstluff  County 
and  the  24th  in  Kimball  County. 

'■  (h.  0.  Werner). 

Bridgeton.  N.  J«  Notes.'  JutB  28.  1923  . 

Last  week  the  v;riter  took  notes  on  the  Mai  rB  grown  vs.  New  Jersey 
second  crop  experiment  on  Frank  Ott's  farm  near  Bridgeton,  N.  J, 

There  is  very  little  mosaic  in  the   Irish  Cobbler  strains.  Loafroll 
shows  up  in  a  much  hi^ier  percentage  in  tins  variety  than  mosaic.     In  the 
Green  Mountain  variety  mosaic  is  more   prevalent  than  in  the  Irish  Cobblers. 
This  is  especially  striking  with  one  strain  of  Green  Mountain. 

The  Nevi/  Jersey  secord  crop  was  still  in  bloom,  while  the  ilai  ne  grown 
Irish  Cobblers  had  passed  the  blossoming  stage.      The  vine  growth  of  the 
New  Jersey  second  crop  seed  was  as  large,  if  not  slightly  larger,  than  the 
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plants  from  the  Maine  thrown  seed,  indicating;  that  the  plants  from  the  New 
Jersey  second  crop- stock  had  caug;ht  up  with  the  vine  c:;rcwth  of  the  iviai  ne 
■~rown  seed.      There  were  no  noticeable  differences  in  the  vine   "rcv''th  of 
t he  Groe  n    c unt  a i  n  st  rai  ns  . 

Mr,  Ott  has  taken  gccd  care  of  the  experiment.      It  has  been  well 
cultivated  and  thoroughly  sprayed  wren  needed. 

That  section  of  New  Jersey  v/as  badly  in  need  cf  rain  fcr  all  crops. 
The  potatoes  on  light  soils  have  been  injured  by  the   drought  v/hile  those  on 
the  heavier  soil  types  have  been  checked  but  not   seriously  injured. 

(W.  ¥i.  Peacock  ) . 


Wisconsin  Notes.  June  22  .  1923  . 

I  have  received  reports  from  Spooner  indicatir^;  that  the  weather  is 
Very  dry,   oit   otherwise  conditions  are  very  s  a.t  i  sf  acto  ry ,       Our  Mr.  Luther 
ac^use3  that  the  potato  planting  operations  have  been  goirg;  along  satis- 
factorily.      I  ha.ve  kept  inclose  touch  wi  th  Spooner  and  Professor-  Delwiche 
Was  in  the  office  yesterday  and  advised  that  the  wcii;   has  been  well  taken 
care  of . 


I  aia  also  advised  that  so  ne   of  the  men  from  Minnesota  and  Iowa  who 
will  attend    the  Horticultural  group  ceetings  aiid  tour  of  the   Great  Plaii-is 
Section  desire  to  stop  at  Spooner  on  their  '-vay  to  Wisconsin  Rapids  and 
Oshkosh.     I  shall  arrange  to  ire  et  this  ^iroup  at  Spooner  on  Monday,  July  9, 
to   show  them  the  potato  plots. 

(j.  G.  Milward). 

Long  Island.  N.  Y.   Notes.  "         June  25.  1923. 

The  Long  Island  potato  tour  held  by  the  Nassau  and  Suffolk  '"'ounty 
potato  growers,  June  20-22  v-/as  well  attended.      Those  present  showed  a  keen 
interest  in  the  seed  strain  demonstration  plots  and  also  in  the  commercial 
fertilizer  and  sulphur  treatnent  plots.      The  tour  proper  began  at  Mineola 
at  9:00  A.  M. ,  Vu'ednesday,  JurB  20.      The  first  stop  was  made  at  the  farm 
of  Phillip  Hoeffner  on  the  Little  Neck  Road  mhe  re  an  Irish  Cobbler  seed 
strain  plot  was  carefully  examined  and  short,   addresses  made  by  S.  H,  'vfeeks. 
Chairman  of  Committee  and  Dr.        V,  Hardenburg  of  Cornell  University.  The 
next  stop  was  made  at  the  farm  of  Nick  Kiefer  where  there  is  a  duplicate 
set  of   strains  to  those  planted  on  the  Hoeffner  farm.       During  this  stop 
Dr.  M.  F,  Barrus  cf  Corri3ll  Universit^r  di  scussed  potato   diseases.  Luncheon 
v/as  served  by  the  ladies  ox  Mas3ape4ua  Grange,  on  the  farm  of  Wm.  Louden 
where  a  Green  Mountain  seed  strain  demon?  t  rati  on  plot  is  located.       A  short 
talk  was  imde  oy  "t^"^  writer  at  this  point.     After  inspection  of  the  Green 
Mountain  strains  the  party  proceeded  east  to  the  farm  of  Richard  Bergm.an 
at  Plainview  at  which  point  Dr.  C,  H.  Mever's  paper  on,  "The  Possibilities 
cf  Improving  Potatoes  by  Selection  and  Breeding,"  was  read  by  Dr.  Bus  sell. 
Our  next  stop  was  made  at  tre   farm  of  Robert  Manelski  of  Syosset  v.here 
some  excellent  potatoes  were  noted.    The  last  stop  of  the  day  was  made  at 
the  farm  of  Maynard  Pettit  of  Greenlawn  where  Dr.  W.  H„  Martin  discussed 
potato  diseases. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  this  stop  those  intending  to  talce  in  the  Suffolk 
County  tour  departed  by  auto  and  by  rail  -^o  Piverhead  and  other  points,  lie 
forenoon  program  vi-'as  provided  on  the  21st  cut  an  early  start  v;as  made  in  the 
afternoon  (12  o'clock  standard  time).    The  first  stop  v/as  Kade  at  Southampton 
where  an  opportunity  was  afforded  ,  those  desiring  it,  to  vie'v  the  ocean«  The 
next  stop  v-'as  at  the  farm  of  Lo  Fo  Downs,  Southampton,  ^^here  a  Green  Mountain 
seed  deacr.nstrati on  plot  is  located.     Short  addresses  were  then  made  by  Mr» 
E„  ¥„  Van  Brant,  Chairman  of  the  Suffdk  County  Farm  Bureau  Potato  Improvement 
Committee,  on  "How  cur  Seed  Demonstrations  are  Planned''^     The  speaker  explain- 
ed that  a  change  in  method  of  securing  samples  of  seed  for  the  strain  test  de- 
monstrations had  seemed  desirable  to  the    committee  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  growers  f-urnishing  seed  for  the  test  had  evidently  not  sent  a  repre' 
sentative  sample  of  their  seed  stock.    The  plan  adopted  by  the   committee  this 
season  provides  for  the  regijlation  of  t^e   num.ber  cf  samjples  from  each  state 
or  province  according  to  the  percentage  of  the  stock  used  on  the  Island;  fur- 
thermore, it  provides  for  the  taking  of  these  samples  from  car  lot  shipments. 
In  addition  to  this  allotmient  the  state  inspector  or  ether  recognized  authori- 
ty may  send  a  very  limited  number  of  additional  strains  for  trial,.     Some  ob- 
jection has  been  raised  against  these  restrictions  particularly  to  taking  car 
lot  samples,  but  from  our  own  standpoint  we  believe  that  it  guarantees  a  fair- 
er test  of  the  actual  character  of  the  seed  stock  available  to  the  grower. 

Dr-  Barrus'  remarks  on,  "Getting  Ahead  on  the   Control  of  Seed  Carried 
Diseases"  tended  to  show  that  progress  v/as  being  made  in  that  direction. 

Dr.  W.  H„  Martin  described  the  "spindle  tuber'"  disease  and  discussed  its 
significance  in  the  "Seed  Improvement  Program," 

From  this  point  on  the  party  proceeded  through  some  of  the  more  inter- 
esting portions  of  this  section  of  the   county  giving  those   in  attendance  an 
opportunity  to  see  a  large  number  of  potato  fields  along  the  way  and  finally 
wound  up  at  Oak  Grove  Bathing  Beach,  located  on  Peconic  Bay,  where  a  round 
table  discussi  on,  "Better  Seed  Potatoes"  was  conducted  by  Dr.        Vo  Hardenburg. 
Three  to  five  minute  talks  by  seed  potato  growers,  seed  inspe  ctorsand  other 
out-of-state  representatives  f-^nished  a  srappy  and  interesting  program  last-^ 
ing  well  along  into  the  evening. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  tour  (June  22)  the  party  left  Riverhead  at  '^tSC 
A.  M«  and  proceeded  to  H,  R.  Talmage's  farmi,  where  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
to  observe  sulphur  scab-control  test  plots  and  also  an  extensive  comraercial 
fertilizer  test  conducted  cooperatively  by  I'.Ir.  1^'almage  ar^d  the  U»  So  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.     Dr.  0,  Schreiner  of  the  U.  S.  D.  A,  briefly  explained 
the  plan  of  each  exp-erinent  and  called  attention  to  certain  differences  in 
size  and  color  of  potato  plants  receiving  different  combinations  of  chemical 
plant  food  elensnts.    A    considerable  interest  was  shown  in  this  experiment. 

The  next  stop  was  rrade  at  the  Long  Island  Demonstration  Farm,  cn  wliich 
demonstration  "wcrk  is  being  inaugurated  for  the  fi  rst  ti  ce  this  season.  This 
farm  which  comes  under  the   supervision  of  the  New  York  State  Exeriment  Sta- 
tion vi/as  acquired  late  last  season.     It  consists  of  slightly  over  28  acres 
of  land  and  has  office,  greenhouse,  and  the  recessanr  cut-building  facilities 
for  the  conduct  of  the  cwlork  proposed.      Prof.  H.  C.  Thompson  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Vegetable  Gardening  of  Cornell  University,  briefly  outlined  the  char- 
"kcter  of  the  v/crk  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  on  this  farm.     One  line  of 
work  will  consist  in  a  study  of  the  plant  food  requirements  of  the  potato. 
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Brief  remarks  were  also  made  by  .Dr.  Vessels  in  charge  of  the  Farm  and  the 
scil  fertility  investigations;  by  Dr.  Huckett,  in  charge  cf  vegetable  insect 
pest  centre  1  experiirents  and  bv  Dr.  E,  E.  Clayton,  in  charge  of  disease  ccn- 
trcl  experiments.     These  brief  talks,  explaining  the  nature  cf  the  particular 
problems  ci  each  irj'estigatcr ,  v/ere  fcllov.ed  by  a  paper  entitled,  "Is  it  net 
Time  the  Long  Island  Grower  Asked  icr  Seed  Bred  fcr  Hi^.  Yield  as  v;ell  as 
Freedom  from  Disease."    This  paper  was  prepared  b^'  Dr.  C,  E,  Meyers  of  ''Jcrnell 
University  and  presented  in  the  author's  absence  by  Dr.  Bussell,  also   ci  the 
same  institution. 

The  most  interesting  feature  cf  this  paper,  from  the  writer's  stand- 
point at  least,  v/asthat  pure   strain  select icris  resulting  from  a  single  tuber 
had  been  siabject6d  to  a  2-year  commercial  test  on  several  farms  in  the  sta.te 
v/here  they  had  been  grown  in  comparison  t^'ith  the  farmer's  o'"n  strain.  The 
data  secured  from  these  several  tests  sho'^/ed  a-n  average"  increase  for  the  £-year 
period  of  48  tushels  in  favor  cf  tre  selected  strains.     So  far  as  ^^'e  knov"  this 
is  the  first  report  of  the  testing  cf  carefully  selected  strains  on  a  strictly 
commercial  basis. 

The  party  proceeded  from  the  Demonstration  Farm  tc  the  farm  cf  H,  J. 
Reeves  cf  I.iattituck  I'.'te  re  a  Grea^.  fountain  potato  seed  demcnstrati  c"n  is  being 
conducted.  The  plants  in  this  demonstration  '-'ere  for  the  most  rart  larre  and 
healthy. 

The  afternoon  program  consisted  cf   a  tour  through  Orient  to  Orient 
Point  ard  the  inspection  of   an  Irish  Cobbler  seed  cemcnst  rati  cn  plot  on  the 
fann  of  Rufu  s        Tuthill  cf  Orient.     Fdnnine  land  in  this  vicinity  is  nc"'  sell- 
ing at  from  1600.00  to  C'iCOO.OC  per  acre. 

The  re  xt  stop  v/as  ;iade  at  the  farm  cf  T.  C.  Fox  cf  Southcld  ^^he  re 
another  seed  aemcnstrati  on  plot  is  located.  This  concluded  the  inspection 
trip, 

A  brief  summary  cf  cur  impiessions  as  obtained  on  tine  trip  are  as 

f  cllcv/s:- 

Som.e  excellent  fields  cf  potatoes  v/ere  noted  in  both  Nassau  and 
Suffolk  Counties,  not"l  thstarding  the  fact  that  in  most  fields  the  plants 
v.ere  suffering  from  the  heat  and  drcuftit.    The  potatoes  in  the  Orient  secticn 
are  on  the  whole  more  advanced  than  in  the   other  localities  visited. 

The  use   of  certified  seed  is  on  Ihe  iriireass.     Fields  planted  v.'ith 
poor  seed  are  ncvi  the  exception  rather  than  fne  rale. 

Diverse  practices  appear  to  prevail  among  Lor^  Island  grc"^.'ors  rela- 
tive tc  tillap-e  during  a  dry  hot   period.       Some  -zvc-^rs  v:ere  cj.  Iti  vati  ng  deep 
in  order  tc  bring  up  moist  soil.     Others  v;ere  cultivating  shallow,  merely 
m^aintaining  a  gc- o  d  du.  st  mulch,  rhile  still  others  were  apparently  afraid  tc 

cultivate  at  all,  preferring  not  tc  di  stu. ro  the  root  sArstem  of  the  plant  dur- 
ing such  a  period.      No  apparent  injury  could  as  ""-et  be  ae-^.ected  in  -the  deep- 
ly cultivated  fields.     It     ould  seem  desiracle  to   carry  on  sc::e  carefully 
conducted  tillage  e:w)erinBnts  to  determirs  the  best  rractice  tc  pursue  d^vrir^g 
a  drous+ity  period. 

(v/m.  Stuart). 
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"'ashimton.  D.  C.  Notes. 


June  23.  1923 


The  intense  heat  of  the  latter  part  of  last  v.eek  and  the  early  part  cf 
this  one  has  moderated  during  the  past  two  days  and  at  present  writing  the 
^veather  is  very  comfortaole.      The  heat  and  the  wind  ccnibined  have  3ade  larg-e 
dernands  upon  the  moisture  content  of  the   soil.    Rain  is  badly  needed  in  this 
secti  on. 

Nev/  potato  shipments  continue  heavy  and  as  a  result  prices  are  slightly 
vi/eaker.    Virginia  daily  car  lot  shipments  ncv-  exceed  those  from  any  other 
state . 

Vi/',  F.  Kumlien,  Director  of  tre  South  Dakota  Extension  Division  '"as  a 
visitor  at  the  Office  on  June  26, 


flil'm.  Stuart). 
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The  Vv'eather  has  been  fair  during  the  greater  part  of  the  week.  The 
days  have  been  ^uite  warm  but  the  nights  have  been  cool«    The  potatoes  through- 
out the  Greeley  District  are  isaking  a  very  satisfactory  growth*    There  has 
been  moisture  for  germination  and  v/here  good  seed  was  planted  the  vine  gro^/th 
is  strong.    Some  fields,  however,  show  considerable  disease. 

The  Colorado  potato  beetle  has  been  especially  numerous  this  year  on  the 
early  potatoes  and  the  potato  flea  beetle  has  been  present  in  large  nurjbers.. 
Grasshoppers  also  are  doing  considerable  damage  to  farm  crops  this  year  in 
some  localities. 

We  finished  irrigating  the  alfalfa  and  oats  Sunday.    There  is  abundant- 
i  rrigati  on  water  this  year  for  all  crops. 

Our  new  sprayiner  machine  arrived  the  latter  part  of  the  week.      The  ma- 
chine has  been  assembled  and  about  half  of  the  potatoes  have  been  sprayed  today. 


The  Second  Annual  Kaw  Valley  Potato  Tour  v/as  held  June  4  to  B.    The  fol- 
lowing counties  were  visited:-  Wyandotte,  Johnson,  Douglas,  Jefferson,  and 
Shav/nee.    A  total  of  45  farms  were  visited,  and  251  different  people  took  a 
part  in  the  tour.      Seed  treatnsnt,  spraying,  dusting,  variety  and  strain, 
and  soil  fertility  plots  vi'ere  visited.    Some  exceptionally  good  fields  were 
found  on  the  tour  and  some  very  pcot  orEs»    There  was  an  outstariding  differ- 
ence between  treated  and  untreated  fields  and  betv/een  treated  and  untreated 
plots  in  the  same  field.     In  fact  there  was  such  a  iiarked  difference  in  aany 
cases  that  a  number  of  gr0:/ers  who  had  not  been  practicing  seed  treatment 
stated  that  they  felt  they  would  rather  cut  dcv/n  their  average  another  year 
and  plant  treated  seed  than  to  plant  seed  without  treatir^.      Some  of  the  m.cst 
outstanding  plots  are  on  the  follo-'-'ing  farms:- 


Considerable  damage  v/as  done  to  the  potato  crop  by  the  freeze  of  Hay  8. 
In  some  cases  the  plants  vvere  so  oadly  frozen  that  they  did  not  come  again. 
The  size  of  seed  piece  used  evidently  played  a  large  part  in  this,  for  it  vjas 
found  that  where  a  small  seed  piece  was  used  the  plant  never  did  come  back  or 
else  Was  a  v;eak  spirxily  plant.    The  vigorous  plants  ahowed  a  good  sized  sound 
seed  piece. 

The  condition  c#  the  crop  as  it  appeared  at  the  time  of  the  tour  varied 
a  great  deal  with  ±hb  locality  and  tl^  field.    A  few  fields  in  each  county  showed 
almost  a  100^  crop  while  sors  would  not  shov;  a  50%  crop.      As  near  as  could  be 
determined  oy  the  fields  visited  an  averacre  icr  each  county  is  estimated  as 


(W.C,  Edmunds  en). 


Kansas  Notes. 


June  4  ^  1923^4. 


Herman  Theden,  Wilder,  Kansas. 

G.  She  idler,  Silver  Lake, Kansas, 


Sherm.an  Bell,  Perrv,  Kansas. 
Geors;e  Allen,  North  Topeka,Kans« 


f cllows: - 


Wyandotte  70% 
Jefferson    7  5% 


Johnson  70% 
Shawnee    85f;  to  90^^ 


Douglas 
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The  average  of  the  valley  indicated  about  7  5/^  of  a  crop.     Of  course,  weather 
conditions  from  now  until  digging  time  will  influence  the  yield  a  great  deal. 
The  estimates  were  rrade  on  the  basis  of  favorable  weather  from  now  until  har- 
vest. 

The  strain  and  variety  plots  did  not   show  any  marked  differences.  In 
one  or  tv^o  cases,  h.owever,  a  slight  difference  in  vigor  of  viries  could  be 
seen.      The  hi^est  yielding  strain  from  Minnesota  appeared  to  be  the  most 
vigorous  on  the  farm  of  A,  J,  Parnell,  Lav/rence  i  Kansas.  ^ 

Spraying  and  dustir^g  plots  showed  no  differences  at  this  timeg  This, 
of  course,  was  expected  for  the  difference  does  not  show  until  later  in  the 
season.    The  plots  were  sprayed  and  dusted  on  the  M.  T.  Kelsey  farm  durir^ 
the  tour. 

Hot  formaldehyde  seed  treatment  plots  look  very  promising.    The  four 
minute  treatment  appeared  to  be  fully  as  good  as  the  1-g-  hour  corrosive  subli-  i 
mate. 


Potato  bugs  v/ere  very  bad  in  some  sections,  especially  v/here  heavy  rains 
fell  soon  after  tte  application  of  the  poison.     It  was   felt  by  many  who  were 
on  the  tour  that  more  arsenate  of  lead  should  be  used  instead  of  so  much  paris 
green.    The  formula  that  seemed  to  have  given  best  results  was  one  pound  of 
paris  green,  two  pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead,  two  pounds  of  lime  and  fifty  gal- 
lons of  Water.     This  amount  was  to  be  applied  to  an  acre.     In  the  dust  form, 
one  po-und  of  paris  green,  tv/o  pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead  and  seventeen  pounds 
of  hydrated  lime  applied  to  one  acre. 

(F,  A,  Stokdyk). 


Presuue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  July  3  ,  1923 . 

With  the  exception  of  Friday's  rain  it  has  been  verv  hot  and  dry.  The 
rainfall  Friday  was  too  small  to  amount  to  much.   'Grain  ard  hay  are  suffering 
for  the  lack  of  moisture.    Potatoes  are  growing  and  as  yet  are,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  fields  on  diarp  ridges,  not  suffering  for  lack  of  moisture,  and  it 
is  doubtful  if  they  V;ill  until  the  rilants  get  corsi  derably  larger.    The  rate 
of  grov^th ,  however,  is  slow  and  a  two  days'  rain  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
all  crops. 

Potatoes  are  being  worked  continuously!  some  farmers  have  cultivated  and 
horse  hoed  four  times- 

Spraying  with  poison  and  Bordeaux  will  begin  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  Flea 
beetles  are  very  abundant  and  the  potato  beetles  have  appeared  on  some  fields 
in  sma  11  numb e rs . 

The  Starch  Factory  is  still  do  i  rg  a  good  fcusiiBSsj  the  daily  average  for 
last  we4c  was  600  barrels. 

We  began  taking  germination  notes  on  tlae  plots  today. 


(p.  M,  Lombard) . 


o 
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Presgue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  June  30  ,  1923  . 

^  During;  the  past  'A'ed^  the  seedlings  which  were  transplanted  in  the 

"      field  last  week  have  been  recorded;  records  have  been  copied  and  some  crosses 

»       have  been  made  in  the  greenhouse. 

V/e  have  had  several  li        shov^^ers  bu  the  rainfall  has  not  been  suffi- 
cient to  penetrate  very  deep.      Potatoes  appear  to   be  germinating  v/ell  in 
spite  of  the   dry  weather.       Grass  and  grain  have  made  but  little  grov'th  re- 
cently, 

(G.  F.  Clark). 

Wisconsin  Notes.  July  2  .  1923  . 

V/eather  at  this  date  is  very  favorable  for  potatoes  in  Wisconsi  n. 
Rainfall  has  been  general  over  the   state  and  v/eather  is  cool. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Advisory  Seed  Potato  Inspection 
Board  was  teld  at  Rhinelander  on  June  27,      Plans  for  Seed  Potato  Inspection 
ViTcrk  for  1923  were  discussed* 


Field  Inspection  will  start  promptly  this  year  on  July  16,    The  rapid 
growth  of  the  Triumph  and  Green  Mountain  varieties  re-^iuires  verv  quick  acti  5n 
in  order  to  get  mosaic  readings. 

The  1923  Wisconsin  Potato  Tour  will  start  at  Rliins  lander  on  August  9 
and  close  at  Waupaca  on  August  16. 

,  (  J,  G.  iiilward)  . 

VJashin^ton.  D.  C.  Notes.  July  6  .  1923. 


In  the  cold  storage  experiment  at  Arlington  Farm  the  ve^ietative  gro-Hh 
of  the  potatoes  stored  at  40  degrees  F,  are  slightly  larger  than  the  vines  of 
those  stored  at  35  degrees  F.      Likewise,  the  plants  of  the  latter  are  slight- 
ly larger  than  the  vires  of  ih  ose  stored  at  32  degrees  F.      The  chances  are 
this  difference  in  vegetative  srcwth  would  not  be  noticeable  at  this  time  under 
favorable  growing  conditions.    Those  stored  at  the  hi^er  temperatures  germi- 
nated quicker  and  oo  nsequently  got  a  better  start  when  there  was  Biore  moisture 
in  the  soil.    Tloe  vines  are  only  cf  a  mediu'i:  size  f  c  r  the  time  of  planting  and 
the  season  of  the  year. 

Last  evening  a  local  electrical  stcrm  passed  over  this  section.  At 
Arlington  Farm,  Va.  it  only  rioistened  the  soil  surface  while  at  Takoma  Park, 
Md.  ,  in  recently  cultivated  soil  in  my  garden,  the  ground  was  saturated  enough 
this  morning  to  be  mudd/-  . 

The  writer  is  leavi  rg  Washington,  D.  C.  Saturday  ei'ening  of  this  wedc 
to  meet  Prof.  J.  G.  Milward  at  the  Spconsr  Branch  Acrric ultur al  Experiment  Sta- 
tion and  to  take  notes  on  the  strain  tests  there. 


,0 
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ArrangeuBnts  are  being  inade  to  plant  our  late  ej5>erinEnts  at  Arlington 
Farm  and  the  foreign  stock  at  Belle,  Md.  as  soon  as  there  is  a  a;,  fficient 
moisture  in  the  soil  to  insure  good  germination.      The  v/riter  hopes  that  con- 
ditions v/ill  be  favorable  to  do  this  planting  immediately  folla^^'ing  his  return 
from  the  V/i  scons  in  trip. 

Much  of  the  writer's  time  this  week  has  been  devoted  to  checking  and 
tabulatirg  data  from  the  Souttaern  tests  of  Northern  grov/n  Triumph  seed  stock/ 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 

July  5.  1923. 

The  v/eather  for  the  most  part  has  been  fair  am  cool.      July  4  and  5 
have  been  fairly  warm. 

V/hile  the  mcXfement  of  nav  potatoes  shows  little  abatement  prices  are 
stronger  than  they  were  a  vjeek  ago.      The  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  and  the 
Norfolk  district  are  nov/  furnishing  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  country's 
shipments.      The  general  quality  of  the  stock  is  good. 

The  v/riter  leaves  this  evenir^  on  a  three  v;eek*s  field  trip  which  will 
include  stops  in  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  Maine, 
Points  in  the  provinces  of  Quebec,  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  and 
Prince  Edv/ard  Island  maybe  visited  during  ihis  trip. 

Notice  of  dates  of  potato  tours  in  Michigan  and  Nebraska  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  past  week.    The  Michigan  tour  is  to  be  held  the  v/eek  of 
Augast  13  to  18,  and  the  Nebraska  rreetirg  August  21-24. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 


Washin~ton.  D,  C.  Notes. 
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Greeley,  Goloradc  Motes 


July     .  1923  . 


The  'Afeather  has  been  .^uite  hot  ciiri  no;  the  past  week.    There  have  been 
some  thunder  stornis,  but  the  precipitation  has  been  very  liqht  durins;  the 
week.      Thursday  was  spent  visitin^^!:  fi'elds  in  the  Gilcrest  section. 

Some  g;ro\ver3  expect  to  start  han'^esting  about  the  20th  of  the  ncnth-, 
I  believe  the  greater  portion  of  tre  crop  v/ill  not  be  harxrested  before  the 
first  of  August. 

Practica]-ly  all  the  potatoes  grcr^n  in  this  section  are  early  potatoes. 
There  are  two  fields  of  the  Forslins"  strain  of  Triumphs  bein?  grown  there 
this  year.     The  vine  growth  in  these  fields  was  exceptionally  strong.  Prac- 
tically all  fields  that  were  visited  v/ere  dry  and  ;mny  of  thes:  were  badly 
in  need  of  irrigation. 

Gerininati  on  notes  were  taken  on  some  of  the  experiment  plots  at  the 
station  this  week  and  all  plots  v/ere  cultivated*    Owing  to  the  hot  v/eather 
potato  vines  wilt  considerably  during  the  day  but  the  crop  as  a  whole  locks 
Very  promising  in  the  Greeley  district. 

We  have  ditched  the  plots  ViJiich  will  be  orrigated  freiiuently  during 
the  season  and  v/e  e.-'pect  to   start  to  irrigate  this  afternoon.     The  first  j 
carload  of  early  potatoes  to  be  shipped  out  cf  the  state  was  loaded  at  Grand 
Junction  this  week,  the  grower  receiving  (-2.25  per  cv/t.  : 

(ViT.  C.  Edmundson) , 

Bcesjue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  July  7 .  1923 . 

During  the  past  week  germination  notes  have  been  taken  on  the  seedlings 
ard  miscellaneous  varieties  Vv^hich  were  planted  first.      Most  of  them  showed 
a  high  percentage  of  germination.     Thje  1923  seedlings,  which  were  transplanted 
about  tvi/o  weeks  ago,  are  beginning  to  nak  e  some  grcvdih.      Flea  beetles  and 
cut  worms  caused  some  trouble  at  first  but  we  have  been  able  to  control  them 
by  the  use  of  poison  bait,  dustirjg  with  lime  and  spraying. 

The  earlier  pla.nted  aam.ercial  fields  which  have  been  observed  in  this 
section  show  a  scod  stand  and  good  growth  is  being  r:ade  considering  the  snail 
amount  of  rainfall  during  the  past  month. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Spooner  f  V/isccnsin  Notes.  July  13  .  1923  . 

With  the  assistance  cf  Prof.  J.  G.  iuilward,  Supt.  F,  D.  Williams,  Melvin 
Luther,  potato  inspector,  the  writer  obtained  notes  on  the  late  varieties  in 
the  strain  test.     As  stated  before  in  the  "Eye"  there  are  large  increases  in 
the  entries^  of  both  the  early  and  late  varieties  in  the  strain  tests  this  year 
at  the  Spconer  Branch  Experiment  Station. 

The  late  varieties  were  planted  May  23.  Grc?;?ing  conditions  have  been 
favorable  most  of  the  time  since  date  of  planting.  The  late  i^arieties  have 
made  vigorous  vine  ?:rowth.    The  Rural  and  Russet  Rural  varieties  are  just  be- 


-2- 

ginning  to  biossom  and  the  G-ree  n  Mountai  ns  are  in  full  blocra=  Conditions 
have  net  been  favors. bis  for  the  expression  of  leaf  and  vine  diseases. 

The  early  varieties  in  the  strain  expericsnt  consisting  of  48  strains  of 
Triumphs.  8  strains  of  Iiish  Cobblers  and  4  strains  of  Early  Ohios  were  plant- 
June  21  and  were  just  begiriiiing  to  show  up  well  in  the  rowj  but  v/ere  not  up 
large  enough  to  take  germination  notes- 

The  late  varieties  had  been  thoriu^.ly  sprayed  by  using  three  nozzles  per 
rov/.    As  usual  both  potato  experimental  plots  were  in  excellent  cultural  condi- 
tion. 

This  year  in  the  mis ce lla>ieous  group  of  seedlingSj  etc  there  is  being 
grown  a  variety  whibh  is  called,  "Improved  French"^      This  variety  judging  by 
the  vegetative  growth  conpares  favorably  with  cur  best  knovm  varieties^  It 
is  said  to  yield  well  in  this  country <.    The  seed  was  secured  by  an  ex-servicr 
man  v/hile  he  wa.s  in.  France  ^     He  and  his  father  who  are  farming  cooperatively 
will  be  in  position  to  furnish  a  considerable  large  o^uantity  of  the  ^Improved 
French"  variety  this  year^      By  r^ext  fall  the  Spooner  Brarch  Experiment  Sta- 
tion will  knew  more  of  the  merits  of  this  variety. 

The  field  corn  at  the  ejxperimsnt  stati  on  was  the  best  that  I  saw  under 
field  conditions  betv^een  Wajshington,  D-  Co  and  Spooner,  V/is.  In  fact,  all 
the  crops  looked  good  at  the  experiTSBni,  station. 

(Y^.  M.  Peacock). 

Wisconsin  Notes.  July  9 .  1923. 

The  follo^ving  information  v;as  given  to  the  writer  while  in  a  conference 
with  Profo  J„  G»  Milward,  at  Spooner  Brarc h  Expes'iment  Station,  Spooner,  Wis«- 

Reports  show  about  25f=  decrease  in  acreage  of  potatoes  in  Wisconsin  as 
estiirated  by  grov/ers  and   shippers  who  have  nade  a  suivey. 

General  corditions  at  present  are  favorable  for  a  good  yield  of  potatoes 
per  acreo     If  climatic  factors  continue  normal  the   crop  will  go  through  the 
early  summer  in  good  corjdition.      At  present  tiire  crops  are  not  suffering  for 
lack  of  moisture  but  v^ill  need  rain  in  about  ore  week's  time. 

Weather  conditions  seem  to  be  favorable  for  insects.  Flea  beetles  are 
numerous  and  have  done  cor^siderable  damage. 

Conditions  have  not  been  most  favorable  for  the  expression  of  mosaic  . 
Temperatures  are  relatively  high*    If  the  same  high  temperatures  prevail  we 
will  not  be  able  to  get  a  very  favorable  mosaic  count.    The  Green  Mountai  xi 
variety  is  in  bloom  at  this  date  and  mosaic  is  not  conspicuous. 

Since  the  above  conference,  there  were  three  teavy  showers  Monday  evening 
at  Spooner  Branch  Experiment  Station.      The  second  one  occurred  while  we  were 
enjoying  our  supper,  at  the  station.      It  net  only  made  itself  known  by  a  heavy 
do'wnp'Qur  of  rain»  but  by  lightning  which  struck  the  corner  of  Supt.  Williams' 
house  in  which  the  dining  room  is  located.      V/ith  the  exception  of  loosening 
and  splitting  up  a  fev/  weatherboards,  puttir^  out  the  electric  lights,  etc. 
no  damage  was  done.    The  writer  was  vjithin  ei  ^t  feet  of  that  particular  corner 
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of  the  house,     I  am  further  cor?7i  need  tha.t  lightning  '.'/orks  quickly  and  Lhat 
people  can  move  :pickly  tco  ,  even  though  they  may  be  enjoying  a  ^ood  niealj 

(Wj  M,^  Peacock). 

Washington.  D»  0.  Notes.  Julv  13  .  1^23. 

At  last  the  drought  is  broken.    Electrical  storms  have  been  fr8:iuent 
for  more  than  a  veek  in  this  vicinityo      The  writer  believes  that  xhese 
storms  have  been  quite  general.     In  tra""'eling  from  Chicago  to  Washington 
this  week  the  writer  noted  that  from  Gary,  Ind.  to  eastern  Ohio  the  ^rcund 
Was  too  wet  for  cultivating.     Then  the  rB  xt  morning  the  writer  cbsen^ed  in- 
dications of  recent  rains  from  v/estern  Maryland  to  Washington. 

Yesterday  the  writer  took  the  seed  stock  cut  of  the  cold  storage  for 
the  late  e :>qD er i me  nt s  at  Arlington  Farm,  Va.  The  ground  is  tco  vjet  there 
on  flats  for  planting  potatoes. 

This  morning  arrangeire  r±  s  had  been  miade  to  plant  the  foreign  stock  at 
Bell,  Md.  but  Supt,  D,  A.  Bisset  'phoned  that  the  grourjd  was  too  wet  due  to 
another  storm  last  night.      If  it  dee  snH  rain  betvifeen  now  and  tomorrow  noon 
the  foreign  stock  which  is  to  be  grov/n  under  quarantine  or  detention  at  Bell, 
Md.  will  be  planted. 

The  weather  today  is  cloudy  to  partly  couldy,  hot  arid  sultry.  Indica- 
tions are  that  there  will  be  more  rain  before  having  clear  and  cooler  weather. 

Prices  of  potatoes  are  considerably  higher  than  a  week  ago.    Prices  at 
"Virginia  East  Shore  points"  have  advanced  from  7  5  to  950  per  cloth  top  stave 
barrels. 

Virginia,  on  July  11,  furnished  341  carloads  out  of  a  total  of  58S. 
The  other  leading  states  are —  Maryland  91  -cars,  Kentuck^r  33  cars,  Missouri 
26  cars,  and  California  26  cars. 

(W,  M.  Peacock)  , 

Connecticut  Notes.  Julv  8  .  1923 . 

Saturday  forenoon,  July     ,  was  spent  on  the  farm  of  L.  M.  Benham  of 
Highwood,  just  outside  of  Ne'"  Haven,  where  a  comparative  test  is  being  made 
of  the  relative  merits  of  South  Jersey  fall-grown  seed  and  Mai  ne  or  northern 
grown  seed.    During  the  past  few  years  this  question  has  been  repeatedly 
raised  not  only  by  the  South  Jersey  ard  the  Northern  grower  of  seed  potatoes 
but  also  by  the  purchaser  of  this  seed  stock  and  a  nui±;er  of  comparative  tests 
have  been  made.     So  far  as  the  writer  is  informed  all  of  these  tests  have 
been  made  by  simply  securing  seed  from  South  Jersey  and  northern  grown  sources 
without  any  regard  to  the  history  of  the   stock  from  ■?ihich  the  seed  v-as  pro- 
duced.     It  was  but  natural,  therefore,  that  under  these  conditions  conflict- 
ing results  should  have  been  secured.      If  the  strain  of  Irish  Cobbler  from 
which  the  norther  n  g  rcjri'n  seed  v;as  produced  happened  to  be  superior  to  th3.t 
from  which  the  South  Jersey  seed  was  grown  the  yield  secured  by  the  Connecti- 
cut grower  would  favor  the  northern  grower  or  ^ith  (cnditions  reversed,  as  re- 
gards a  superior  strain,  the  South  Jersey  grower. 


In  order  to  eliminate  tine  superior  strain  factor,  the  Office  of  Horti- 
cultural and  Pomologi  cal  Imestigaci  ens  in  cooperation  with  the  New  Jersey 
Agricultuivl  Experirrent  Station  arii  certain  growers  in  South  Jersey  in  19:=J2 
furnished  seed  of  two  strains  of  Irish  Cot'olers  arc',  of  Green  Mountains  to  be 
grown  in  South  Jersey  and  northern  Maine  for  thb  purpose   of  supplying  seed 
"  stock" 'Tor  1923  plant  irig  in  New  Jersey  and  in  Maine,  and  also  in  Connecticut/ 
The  two  Irish  Cobbler  strains,  one  of  ea.ch  of  which  vifas   grcwn  by  South  Jersey 
growers  were  planted  on  Mr.  Benham's  farm  alongside  the  sane  strains  grown  at 
Presque  Isle,  Maine.     In  the  one  case  two  row  plots  are  repeated  five  tiriBs  and 
in  the  other  four  tines.      Unfortunately  the  South  Jersey/  farmer  who  grew  one 
of  the  strains  either  planted  the  seed  furnished  him  on  land  previously  used 
in  growing  Green  Mountains  and  through  volunteer  plants  had  gotten  a  large  ad- 
mixture of  Green  Mountains  or  else  he  did  not  furnish  the  Department  v/ith  seed 
from  the  stock  furnished  him.     Actual  count  of  one  row  showed  170  Green  Moun- 
tain plants -out  of  a  total  of  354  plants,    lender  these  conditions  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  make  any  comparison  between  the  South  Jersey  and  Maine  grov^'n 
stock  of  this  strain.    No  Green  Mountain  plants  were  found  in  the  Maine  grown 
stock.     Fortunately,  our  other  South  Jersey  cooperator  did  not  get  any  mixtures 
in  his  stock  and   corditions  are  extremely  favorable  for  securing  a  good  compara- 
tive reading  as  regards  yield. 

A  careful  comparison  of  the  relative  size  and  vigor  of  the  plants  pro- 
duced from  South  Jersey  and  Maine  grown  stock  shows  a  slight  to  a  fairly  appar- 
ent difference  in  favor  of  the  South  Jersey  stock.    In  the  early  stages  of  their 
growth  the  advantage  was  in  favor  of  the  Maine  grown  stock.    The  Maine  stock 
seems  to  be  slightly  more  mature  than  the  South  Jersey  stock.    The  plants  pro- 
duced but  little  bloom  this  season,  which  can  no  doubt  be  attributed  to  a  per- 
iod of  hot  v/eather  whe  n  the  flower  buds  were  developing. 

Mr.  Benham's  commercial  fields  are  planted  with  South  Jersey  fall  grov\rn 
seed  with  the  exception  of  a  few  rcws  planted  v/ith  Vermont  grown  stock.  Both 
have  made  an  excellent  growth  and  have  given  practically  a  perfect  stand.  The 
Iron  Age  planter  was  used  in  planting  the  crop  which  perhaps  accounts  for  the 
almost  perfect  stand.      Mr.  Benham  relies  entirely  on  cover  crops  and  comm-^r- 
cial  fertilizers  for  the  maintenance  of  soil  fertility. 

The  Connecticut  Vegetable  Growers'  Association  held  its  annualsammer  field 
meeting  at  Mr.  Benham's  farm  on  Saturday  forenoon  and  the  writer  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  a  number  of  the  maiibers.     Their  program  for  the  afternoon 
included  a  visit  to   several  truck  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Rhode  Island  Notes.  July  8  .  1923 . 

The  writer  spent  Friday,  July  5,  at  the  Rhode  Island  E:jperiKent  Station 
inspecting  the  potato  plots  on  ths  Station  Farm  where  a  few  of  the  Department 
seedlings  are  being  tested.     These  seedlings  for  the  most  part  have  trade  a 
good  growth  and  a  few  give  promise   of  making  a  good  yields     The  Bay  of  Chaleur 
strain  of  Green  Mountains  obtairsd  by  the  Station  from  G.,  G„  Cunninghami  of  New 
Mills,  N.  B,  are  making  a  r^^markably  vigorous  growth  and  ve  were  unable  to  find 
any  mosaic  plants  in  portions  of  rows  examined. 
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Di  rector  Hartv-'ell  very  kindly  called  our  atter±ion  to  some  of  the  out- 
standing   features  of  certain  plant  nutrition  studies  that  are  being  conducted 
under  his  direction.    The  most  apparent  affects  are  to  be  noted  on  the  phos- 
phorous, lime  and  potash  deficiency  plots  on  which  six  kinds  of  crops  are  beirjg 


"V*!^      2ro^vn.    Further  interest  is  lent  to  the  behavior  of  these  crops   on  the  phos- 
phorous and  lime  deficiency  plot,  as  a  result  of  precedirg  crops   sr  own  cross- 
wise of  ths  plot  better  ^rcv/th  being  secured  v;here  corn  or  potatoes  had  been 
used  than  where  carrots,  onions  or  mangels  had  been  ?Trov/n. 

Suffi  cient  rain  has  fallen  in  this  section  to  insure  a  good  =^rov/th.  As 
in  preceding  vears  tte   same  excellent  cultural  care  of  the  experimental  plots 
v^'as  noted.     This  part  of  the  work  is  under  the  direction  of  l-r ,  S.  C,  Damon  ; 
to  his  untiring  efforts  much  credit  is  due. 

In  the  afternoon,  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  Hartwell,  the  writer 
was  given  an  opportunity  of  seeir^  some   of  the   surrourjdir^  country  including 
the  f  C,  Reynolds  of  Slocum.      Mr.  "Reynolds  is  one  of  the  large  po- 

tato growers  of  Rhode  Island.    His  farm  is  located  very  advantageously  so  far 
as  raildorad  facilities  are   corz^erned,  his  dwelling  house  being  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  tte  station  of   Sloci-un  on  the  N.Y.N.H.  &  H.R,R.      The  potato  crop  on 
Mr,  Reynold's  farm  is  looking  fine  arjd  should  make  a  good  yield.    The   crop  is 
marketed  in  Pro\'idence  which  is  some  20  miles  distant  and  is  transported  to 
this  point  by  means  of  a  5-ton  auto  truck  which  is  fourd  to  afford  a  more  con- 
■"enient  service,  all  things  considered,  than  the   railroad.    Ivlr.  Reynolds  is  a 
pot-ito  enthusiast  and  is  ^parently  making  a  firancial  success'  of  producing 
hay  and  potatoes.      The  hay  if  for  the  most  part  sold  in  Providence.    The  fer- 
tility of  the  soil  is  maintair^d  by  the  use   of  commercial  fertilizers. 


Tuesday,  July  10,  was  devoted  to  a  careful  inspection  and  roguing  of 
the  tuber -unit  seed  potato  plot  on  the  farm  of  E.  S.  Brigham,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 
Most  of  the  tubers  used  in  plant  iiqg  this  seed  plot  had  been  previously  indexed 
and  all  suspicious  looking  plants  together  with  the  tubers  fromv;hich  the  seed 
pieces  were  taken  had  been  discarded.    Relatively  few  mosaic  plants  ^'ere  found 
in  the  plot  as  a  result  of  the   indexirg  referred  to,  but  wide  differences  vere 
noted  in  the  relative  size  and  vigor  of  the  individual  units.     The  Triumph 
tuber  units  have  made  a  much  more  satisfactory  and  normal   growth  than  the  Irish 
Cobblers.    Appareitly  the  dry  v/eather  has  reduced  the   size  of  the  Irish  Gobbler 
leaves  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  in  the  case  of  the  Triumphs 

TYs  Green  Mountains  strains  have  na  de  a  much  more  satisfactory  nirowth 
than  the  corjdition  of  the  tubers  at  the  time  of  planting  1^  us  to  anticipate. 
It  is  planned  to  make  a  secord  inspection  atcut  July  25, 


V/ednesday  the  writer  accompanied    Messrs.  Brigham,  Bailey  and  Dr.  Gilbert 
on  an  inspection  trip  in  Franklin  County  for  t  >b  purpose  of  making  the  first 
inspection  of  potato  fields  entered  for  seed  certification.    Only  ore  field 
Was  rejected  during  the  day. 


(Vim.  Stuart). 


Vermont  Sotes 


July  11.  1923. 


J 


All  the  Irish  Co*bbler  fields  entered  for  certification  had  been  planted 
'vVith  seed  stock  from  the   same  strain.    Very  promising  fields  of  Green  Mountains 
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and  Irish  Cobblers  were  noted  duri  rg  the  day. 

There  is  a  co  rsi  de  rable  decrease  in  the  number  of  applications  made 
and  the  acreage  involved  from  that  of  last  season- 

While  a  good  rain  is  needed  in  this  section  for  best  growing  conditions, 
crops  are  not  as  yet  suffering  any  serious  arrest  of  growth. 

Haying  is  in  full  swing  and  as  a  rule  the   crop  is  heavy  and  of  good 
quality  . 

The  strawberry  season  is  not  yet   over.    The  growers  are  getting  250  a 
quart  for  their  crop. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.;^  _  July  16.  1923. 

The  "weather  during  the  v/eek  has  been  very  favorable  for  graving  crops. 
There  were  tvro  good  showers  the  first  of  the  week  and  yesterday  1,38  inches 
of  rain  fell-    Heavy  rqins  are  reported  in  other  parts  cf  the  state. 

Potatoes  in  the  Greeley  district  ara  making  a  very  satisfactory  growth 
and  if  growing  conditions  continue  to  be  as  favorable  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  season  as  they  have  been  since  tiiiB  cf  planting  very  good  yields  may 
be  expected. 

A  few  short  field  trips  were  zrade  during  the  week  in  ans^-^er  to  calls 
of  potato  growers-     All  germination  notes  have  been  taken  on  the  e:;q:)erirre  nt 
plots,  ' 

The  v.Titer  expects  to  do  some  rcguirig  this  week.     A  plot  cf  Triumphs 
Was  planted  July  12. 

County  Agent,  W.  A-  Duffy  of  Barren  County,  liiinois,  was  a  visiter  at 
the  station  this  week-    Dr.  V7.  A-  Orton  is  e^q^ectins;  to  visit  the  station 
this  wekk.  At  the  present  time  he  is  on  a  field  trip  in  the  western  slope 
cf  Colorado. 

(W.  G-  Edmund  son). 
Presque  Isle.  Mai  xie  Notes.  July  7  .  1923  . 


The  drought  remains  unbroken,  potatoes  are  rraking  very  little  grdf/th 
and  like  hay  and  grain  are  showing  the  effect  -of  lack  of  moisture. 

We  are  continuing  cultivation  in  our  plots  and  will  begin  spraying  with 
Bordeaux  and  poison  next  week.    Potato  bugs  are  not  very  abundant  this  year 
and  it  is  not  expected  that  they  will  be  a  difficult  pest  to  control  this 
season. 

The  writer  was  in  Ashland  Saturday  to  take  notes  on  our  isolated  plots. 
Although  it  rained  all  day,  germina.tion  notes  were  taken  on  all  but  two  lots 
of  potatoes.    The  plants  were  not  high  enough  to  detenaine  the  per  cent  cf 
disease  in  the  lots.      It  will  be  r^cessary  to  vi  sit  this  point  at  least  once 
a  week  for  a  wnile. 

(P«  M,  Lombard). 

itf'  Pre s que  Isle.  Mai  ne  Not  e s .  July  16  .  1923 . 

Y/e  began  spraying  our  plots  Monday  with  Bordeaux  arji  poison.  Germina- 
tion notes  on  the  Aroostook  State  Farm  plots  were  finished  Saturday, 

Prof.  V/m.  Stuart  reached  Presque  Isle  late  Friday  afternoon.     The  plots 
in  Ashland  v/ere  visited  Saturday  morning,  ard  in  the  after  noon  a  trip  was 
made  throu^  Caribou  and  Washburn  to  get  a  gersral  idea  cf  crop  cord  it  ions. 
We  saw  some  very  good  fields  of  potatoes  and  many  very  poor  ones;  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  tre  potato  fields  in  this  section  is  poor  to  rcedium. 
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Rain  must  come  very  soon  or  many  fields  will  not  be  v/orth  harvesting.  Oats 
six'and  eight  inches  in  height  are  beginning  to  head  out.     Some  farmers  have 
begun  hp.ying  and  rer-ort  a  very  light  crop. 

Saturd=<.y  ni  uht  the  droug}it  v/as  broken.    About  eleven  o'clock  it  began 
raining  and  continued  with  mild  pauses  until  early  Monday  morning.  Nearly 
four  inches  of  rain  fell  in  this  section.  '  The  soil  is  v;ell  saturated  no\'' 
and  potatoes  have  taken  on  a  different  appearance  already. 

The  wrixer  accompanied  by  Urs^  Lombard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  took  Prof. 
Stuart  by  auto  to  Woodstock  Sunday  to  enaole  Prof.  Stuart  to  catch  a  train 
for  Prince  Edward  Island  Monday  morning.  Prof.  Stuart  plans  to  be  back  in 
Presque  Isle  the  latter  part  of  this  v«eek. 

(P.  M,  Lombard). 

Bell.  Maryland  Not^s.  July  20.  1923. 

The  foreisin  shipments  of  seed  potatoes  which  are  being  grown  under 
quaraiitine  or  detenoion  for  t-:e  first  year  v;ere  pl8j:ited  at  Bell,  Md.  last 
Saturday »     The  ground  was  in  excellent  cordition  for  plant irig. 

Splendid  cooperation  was  rendered  by  Supt .  D.  A.  Bisset  and  others  at 
the  station.  » 

(  Y/.  M,  Peacock) - 

New  Bru n sw i c k  .  N , ,  -J .  N ot e s  .  July  19.  1925  . 

On  Thursday,  Ju%  12,  the  Salem  County  growers  examined  the  various 
demonstration  plots  beir^  conducted  in  that  coun'Cy.      The  150  growers  who 
were  present  showed  co risi  derable  interest  in  the  seed  stra.in  demonstrations 
and  in  the  f ertili zei' j  spraying  and  s-ulfur  plots.    The  first  stop  was  made 
on  the  farm  of  Jed  ?lu:j'!mer  a"  Qumton  where  a  test  is  beirg  coiiducted  to  de- 
termine the  relative  merits  of  Northern  and  Southern  grown  seedc     The  New 
Jersey  grown  stock  was  larger  than  that  grown  in  Maine  and  showed  very  few 
dead  leaves,  while  the  Maine  grown  stock  was  almost  mature.    The  next  stop 
Was  made  on  the  Patrick  i'arm  to  exarj  ne  a  spra.yirg  test-     in  this  test,  four 
rov/s  left  unsprayed  showed  75  per  cent  of  the  leave?,  dead,  inostly  from  leaf 
hopper  injury,  while  on  a,dj  oining  rows,  spra.yed  with  5-5-50  Bordeaux  mixture 
only  a  trace  of  dead  lea•^-es 'was  observed.     Two  rows  in  the  field  received  two 
applications  of  Bordeaux  each  time  the  field  was  sprayed.     On  these  two  rows 
there  was  only  a  trace  of  flea  beetle  injurji'  7.hile  the  rensaining  green  leaves 
on  the  unsprayed  -olants  were  completely  riddled.     Considerable  injury  rfias 
apparent  also  on  the  rows  'r-eceiving  the  regular  spray  application^ 

A  stop  was  m^,  de  on  the  Morris  Hamilton  f  arm  t  o  examine  a  sulfur  test 
being  conducted  there.      Very  little  scab  was  present  on  the  untreated  plots, 
however,  so  no  differences  w^ere  apparen'Co 

On  the  J-  H„  K'andlo  faim  at  Elmer  co iisideraole  time  was  spent  in  examin- 
ing the  certified  seed  test  plot..    Most  of  the  35  lots  included  in  this  test 
shov/ed  up  except i orially  v;ell.      In  this  ti  et  is  included  two  lots  of  non- 
certified  seed;  these  averaged  55  and  40  per  cent  leaf  roll. 
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The  crop  in  South  Jersey  will  be  light;  on'the  11th  a  fev/  g;roT:^ers  vere 
digging  and  in  one  instance  a  yield  of  250  five-eighths  bushel  baskets  per 
acre  was  reported.    This  grower  was  receiving  $1.50  per  basket.     In  Gloucester 
County,  on  some  of  the  very  light  soils  in  that  section,  yields  of  15  baskets 
per  acre  have  been  reported. 

On  Friday,  July  13,  Dr.  0.  Schreiner  ard  Mr.  B.  E.  Brown  of  the  U.S.D.A. 

and  the  writer  examined  tt^e  three  fertilizer  tests  being  conducted  coopera- 
tively by  the  Nev/-  Jersey  Experiment  Station  ard  the  United  States  Departrrent 
of  Agriculture.      Marked  differences  were  apparent  in  the  test  at  Hightstown", 
with  each  increase  in  nitrogen,  in  the  triangle,  there  was  an  increase  in 
size  and  vigor  of  t  ?b  plants.      In  the  amount  of  potash  studies,  v;here  an 
amount  larger  than  5  per  cent  was  applied,  th,ere  was  an  apparent  decrease  in 
the  size  of  the  vires.     In  the  source  of  nitrogen  studies  the  plots  receiv- 
ing inorganic  nitrogen  were  uniformly  better  than  those  receiving  the  organ- 
ics.      The  differences  were  not  marked  in  the  fertilizer  test  at  Freehold. 
In  this  test  nearly  every  plant  is  infected  with  fusarium  wilt.      This  trouble 
is  more  abundant  this  year  than  any  time   in  the  past  six  years. 

The_  Monmouth  County  growers  are  digging  their  Cobblers  now  and  yields 
from  10  to  50  barrels  per  acre  are  reported.    The  prices  obtained  vary  from 
4  to  5  dollars.      This  promises  to  bs  the  smallest  crop  that  New  Jersey  has 
had  for  years.    The  July  1  estimate  is  55/^  of  the  10  year  average.    The  re- 
cent rains  have  helped  the  situation  somewhat  but  in  most  instances  they 
came  too  late  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  potato  crop.      V/e  have  been  in  num- 
erous fields  where  th'fe  crop  will  not  exceed  20  barrels  —  the  lowest  yield 
ever  obtained  by  the  owners  of  these  farms. 

(W.  H.  Martin). 

Wise  onsin  Notes.  July  17  ^  19 ?3. 

The  indications  are  that  the  Wisconsin  Seed  Potato  Inspection  Service 
will  be  able  to  secure  fairly  accurate  readings  on  mosaic  this  season.  This 
is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  Triumphs.      The  recent  cool  weather 
ard  abundant  rainfall  have  produced  a  quick  succulent  growth  in  the  vires 
ard  this  condition  favors  a  ready  detecti on -of  mosaic. 

In  the  northwestern  part  of  the   state  the  early  season  v;as  dry  and  hot 
ard  in  the  Green  Mountain  fields  of  this  section  it  is  very  difficult  to  se- 
cure mosaic  readings. 

This  is  especially  true  on  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  as  reported  in 
notes  by  Mr.  Peacock  on  July  9. 

The  northern  counties  are  having  sufficient  rainfall  at  this  date  and 
crop  conditiors  on  the  whole  in  V>i'iscorsin  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  ccnditicn, 

(  J.  G.  Milward) . 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes >  July  20.  1923, 

The  writer  has  spent  the  first  four  days  of  this  wee^k  planting  potato 
experiments  at  Arlington,  Va.  These  consist  of  cold  storage  experiments,^ 
indexed  tuber  unit  v;ork  and  strain  tests  of  kncvm  varieties  and  seedlings. 
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The  g;round  on  the  flats  had  dried  cut  sufficiently  to  be  in  excellent 
physical  condition.  The  seed  stock  had  been  out  of  cold  storage  long  inough 
to  start  rpi-cucs  but  the  sprouts  net  long  enough  to  be  broken  or  ruobed 

off  in  planting?..      These  two  factors  should  insure  quick  gerrcinati  one 

The  vine^  of  the  potatoes  planted  at  Arlington,  Va^  the  latter  part  of 
Inarch  are  still  green.      Prospects  now  are  that  the  early  ezperirrsnts  will  pro- 
duce a  fair  yield  due  to  plerity  of  moisbire  ber^inning  wi  tn  the   first  of  this 
mo  nth , 

The  weather  has  been  fair  this  vreek  and  not  as  hot  a'i  the  previous  week. 

Virr^inia  furnished  mDre  than  half  of  the   car  lot  shlpi-Bnts  reported 
for  July  13,  or  :n  o-tno  r  "P/or  ds ,  330  cai-!:oadT?  out  of  a  toi.Dl  of  744  cars.>  Be- 
sides the  car  lot  shiprcerf;  of  potatoes  Virginia  ship?  several  beat  loads  daily. 

The  l-?.ttsr  pari;  of  last  vjoelz  and  th3  fii-st  of  this  v;oek  the  deirand  for 
potatoes  '.vas  Vv-eak,,  iLoverrent  rather  slo"'  and  rrarket  dull,  F:i.ces  for  the  best 
potatoes  at  Sastern  Shore  Virginia  hc?.vc  droDped  fro^n  sV5o25  per  barrel  on  July 
11  to  O4»50  and  H.^90.on  July~  l?o 

( M.  Peacock) . 

Canadian  {.Quebec)^  Notes..,.  Julv  1,?  .  1923  . 

McDonald  College,  the  Agricultural  Department  of  L'cGill  University, 
located  at  St-  Anns ;  'vVas  visited  Thursday  afternoon,  July  12,  and  an  inspec- 
tion made  of  tte  potato  plots  on  the  College  Farm.     Some  vei-y  fine  Irish  Cob- 
bler  stock  was  noted;  also   some  very  inferior  stock  of  the  Green  Mountain. 
Several  strs-ins  of  seed  stock  are  beiiig  tested.     Prof »  W„  H„  Tav/se  very  kindly 
explained  trie  different  lirjes  of  potato  investigations  under  way-     A  compari- 
son is  being  made  betv'eai   dust  and  liquid  spi-a^/s,  and  between  poor  or  mediocre 
and  good  seed.     fc'oje  lauBCio  and  leca;  roll  was  noted.. 

Some  excellent  seedling  currants,  both   red  and  white  v/ere  noted. 

St  ra.v;  berries  were  being  harvested  in  the  trial  grounds,     Rai  n  was 
badly  needed. 

fWm,  Stuart). 

Maine  Notes.   July  15  .  1923  . 

ii  As  the  writer  traversed  New  Brunswick  and  Maine  oy  train,  July  13, 
from  Mcii  dam  J  c<.  ,        B,  to  Presque  isle,  ilai  no  ,  he  was  forcibly  impressed 
with  the   fac'-.  that  the  pot atoncrop  was  a.t  least  a  week  to  ten  davs  later 
than  norm^il  and^  furthermore,  tliat  the   stand  in  many  f ield?;  was  v^ry  poor. 
It  is  difficult  to  accurately  estimate  the  percentage  of  fields  tjhowing  a 
poor  stand  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  at  least  30  per  cent  ha/^e  so  many 
mi§sing  plants  as  to  render  the  crop  an  unprofitable  one.     Stands  of  from 
10  to  2  5  per  cent  are  not  at  all  uncommon. 


A  hasty  inspection  of  Vre  indexed  tubsr  units  and  strain  test  plots 
on  the  Vfeaver  farm  near  Ashland  was  made  Saturday  forenoon,    Owir^  to  the 


extreiEe  dr 3/  '"leather  t}3  plants  aro  rot  sufficiently  advanced  to  jrake  careTul 
roguring  re  ssihls -^      v'ery  fe'^:  rrisses  re  re  mte.j. 

About  the  same  psx-cer;tage  of  I'ields  v/ith  poor  stands  were  noted  on  the 
trip  from  fires^ue  Isle  to  Asriar.i  bux  fe'sv'er  poor  fields  were  jbserved  cn  the 
afternoon  ti  ;p  frorr.  i'-^e::  rae  I.^j.e  to  Carib-iUi  Gcribcu  to  '^'^arhburn  pc^vl  V'a.sh'burn 
to  Presqus  .'c'.e.     Fons  veF,y   e.o'^a  ^i-'^las  v/ere  riotoa  dur:       tha  day- 

On  Mb  "^'holt-  the  pot -.to  r'.rcp  is  fur  thsr  adva;ined  in  this  section  than 
from  ^oodsxcck,         3.  "to  F-.-rt        /afield ,  :^la:  ri,  ,- 

Ra' n  be^en  failing  i^.t^?  Sa+Lirday  lA^ht  uni  is  still  f.alTinp;  at  10:C0 
A,  M.  f:'.indav  fo  renown - 

This  ra'.nfaj.].  fti  li  put  Eill--o:'js  of  Rolle  rs  in  tiie  pocKets  ci  the  potato 
growers  of  Aroostook  'Jcunty;        che  crcr*  wac  pract)  ccliy  a.t  a  stc?ndntill  as  - 
resul:   0:  the  dr ou-^hc-v 


('^.  Stuart). 
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C-reelsy.  Coloradr.  Mnte  s 


July  23.  1-923 


Hot  T^aathPr  has  prevailed  during;  tVe  greater  ::'art  of  tlr^  veek.  Scire 
sections  of  nortrern  Colorado  continued  to  hecje  very  >e  avy  rains  but  no  rain 
has  fallen  in  the  vicii-iity  of  Greeley  during  the  past  weekc 

Pctatces  in      r©  ral  are   lookir^  good  but  in  soce   fields  the  vire  erc'^th 
is  a  little  lar^   for  this  ti;:^   of  t?e  ;^ear<,     Trg  '-e  avy  vire   gro^^th  is  result 
of  rains  and  net  of  irrigation  for  very  fev-  fields  have  been  irrigated  up  to 
the  present  tizse       The       avy  vire   grc^/th  is  unusual  in  tte  Greeley  district 
and  it  is  not  kno^n  just  r/hat   influence  this  v;ill  have   on  the  yield.     It  is 
hoped  5  hcv.ev-er,  that  the  month  of  August  will  not  be  exceptionally  hot  this 
3.^  ar . 

We  are  ditching  sorre  of  the  potato  plots  today  v.'hich  v;e  e  xre  ct  tc  irri- 
gaie  about  t!^  middle  of  the  week.      Most  f arne  rs  are    in  t>e  midst  of  ha^^ing  . 
at  the  present  t  irre  ,    l^fe  vsrill  finish  cutting  the   ^ccnd  cutting  of  alfalfa 
today.      Most  of  the  barley  in  this  section  is  cut  and  many  fields  of  v:he  at 
are   le  ady  for  tte  binder, 

T^'c  potato  gro^^ers  v;ho  li^re   in  the  vicinity  of  LaSalle   called  this  morn- 
iiig  at  the   station  ard  reported  that  their  early  potatoes  were  yielding  very 
poorly,     Oi3  stated  that  the  early  crop  had  gone  to  pieces  during  t'-'^  last 
v;eek.    The  ^^^'ri  te  r  e  :iq:e  cts  to  visit  the  farms  in  that  se  ct  ion  within  the   re  xt 
few  days. 

C''.  0.  Edmundson). 

Pres^-t^   Isle.  Liai  re  Notes.  July  24  .  1923 . 

The  w'eather  for  the  past  week  has  been  warm  and  dry  v/ith  a  fe'.t  local 
sho'^^ers  in  certain  parts  of  t>e   county.      The  bulk  of  the  potato  fields  sho^ 
folia^  rather  small  for  this  tine  of  the  season  and  as  a  re  suHt  tte  ground 
is  not  shaded  and  the  soil  is  as  deficient  in  moisture   as  it  was  before  last 
week's  rain. 

Most  fields  show  a  poor  stand,  even  these   fields  where   certified  stock 
v/as  planted  are  ragged.    Good  fields  of  potatoes  are  to  be   found  in  Washburn, 
^few  Sweden  and  around  Caribou;  the  best  section  this  year  is  no  doubt  from 
Caribou  to  Mars  Hill;  sone   good  fields  can  be   found  betv/een  Mars  Hill  and 
Easton.    The  Line  store   section  is  hit  very  bad  this  3/e  ar  and  south  of  Mars  Hill 
potatoes  are   look  ins:  bad. 

On  Aroostook  State  Farm  we  sprayed  our  plots  again    it h  Bordeaux  and 
began  ti^  fifth  cultivation.    All  cur  rate  rial  has  been  rogue  d  once  on  the  farm 
for  disease.    Th^e  writer  visited  the  Vi'eaver  plot  in  Ashland  Tuesday  and  rogue d 
out  disease    in  our  strain  test  material  and  in  our  Tuber  Index  stock.  Very 
little  disease  v^as  found  in  tte   Cobblers  to  date  ,  sere  Mosaic  ard  leaf  roll 
plants  v'9  re   found  in  tre  Triuuiphs  and  Mountains. 

Prof.  Stuart  arrived  in  Pre  s^ue   Isle   Iron;  Price  Edward  Island  on  Friday. 
Both  plots  in  Ashland  v«  re    inspected  on  Saturday.    TV^  plot  on  the  Jfenderson 
^irSi  Y7as  rogue  d  for  di^ase.    Prof.  Stuar.t  plans  to  ]e  a''^   for  Vermont  Vfedresday. 


(p.  i:.  Lombard). 


^fevv-  Brunsv^ick,  N.  J.  Notes.  July  2  S.  1923 . 

Monday  e\'enin^  the  writer  2«t  with  a  nunbe  r  of  Gloucester  County  potato 
grovve  rs  to  examir©  a  seed  source  test  plot  teing;  conducted  in  that  county. 
The  test  included  twelve   local  crroWn  strains  of  Cobblers  and  two  lots  of  cert- 
ified Cobblers.       In  the   forirer  as  much  as  80  per  cent  leaf  roll  was  found  in  1 
strain,   in  the   latter  an  a-,/e  ra?^   of   5  pe  r  cent  was  found.     TV:©  average  yield  of 
tte  non-certified  lots  was  125baskets  and  of  the   certified  230  baskets.  These 
s;rcwe  rs  reported  that  in  many  cases  they  were  gettine;  little  more  than  their 
seed  back.     In  this  Action  potatoes  are   planted, lin  many  instances,  on  soils 
that  are  entirely  too  light  for  tl:P  crop. 

On  Tuesday  a  scab  control  test  conducted  in  coope  ration  w  ith  County 
Age  nt  Cr  is  ^  y  was  han;«  ste  d ,     Ds  spite^the  dry  we  at  he  r  marke  d  d  i  f  fe  le  nee  s  we  re 
apparent  between  the  plots  receiving  sulfur  and  these  receiving  nore  .  The 
yield  of  the  ^  plots  was  approximately  3  5  bushels  per  acre. 

T>e  Writer  had  the  good  forturP  to  ^e   an  excellent  field  of  potatoes 
on  the   farm  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  ?e  ar  Salem.     In  a  field  of  40  acres  planted  with 
South  Jersey  Irish  Cobbler  in  3  feet  rows,  the  vires  were  solid  in  the  row. 
Mr.  Vi/hitehead  bcasbs  of  the   fact  that  there  has  not  bee  n  a  horse   in  this  field 
this  year.    Every  operation  has  t^e  n  doi-e  with  a  tractor.     The   crop  was  plant- 
ed with  a  3  rov/  planter  and  cultivated  with  a  3  rov.'  cultivator,  both  machires 
being  assembled  by  Mr.  Whitehead.     The  40  acres  were  planted  in  4  days.     V&  has 
cultivated  every  week  and  is  able  to  cultivate   2  5  acres  in  9  hours-    The  crop 
Was  dusted  with  copper-line  dust.      The  duster  was  drawn  by  tractor  and  work 
Was  done  at  night.    As  far  as  we  v/e  re  able  to  ascertain,  Mr.  Whitehead  will 
ha'^^   a  bumpe  r  y  is  Id  for  this  ye  ar . 

Potato  prices  have  tal:e  n  a  decided  slump  in  South  Jer^y,     The  buyers 
are   now  paying  vH.  93  per  100  pounds  and  dealers  are  advising  the   growers  to 
de  lay  digging  ope  rat  ions  . 

(W,  H.  Martin). 

Ha  ire  Notes.  July  2  5,  1923  . 

Friday  afternoon,  July  20,  v/as  sp0nt  at  Hculton,  Ma  ire  .     In  an  inter- 
>5iew  with  lir.  Saunders  of  the  E.  L.  Cleveland  Co» ,  a  large   seed  potato  grov/e  r 
and  dealer,  the  previous  opinion  e  xpre  ssed  by  the  writer  regarding  the  Aroos- 
took County  potato  crop  was  confirned.    Mr.  Saunders  feels  that  a  consicferable 
per  centape   of  th^  missing  hills  is  di^e  to  fertilizer  injury,    Th^  dryress  of 
the  soil  has  prevented  the  fertilizer  from  going  into  solution  and  where  the 
seed  piece   cane  directly  in  contact  with  it  the   injury  was  severe  enough  to 
prevent  germination.    There    is  every  reason  to  believe  also  thkt  many  of  the 
weak  plants  ai-e  the  direct  result  of  injury  to  the  roots  of  tbe\  plaints  through 
contact  V/ ith  the  undissolved  fertilizer. 

Ore   of  t}:e  Ashland  potato  plots  was  rogue  d  Saturday  forenoon  and  the 
otler  hastily  examined  by  Mr.  Lombard  and  the  writer.    Ti-e  effect  of  the  rain 
which  fell  the  previous  week  was  noticeable    in  the  very  material  grovi^th  mad@ 
by  the  plants  during  the  week, 

During  the  past  two  days  an  opportttnity  has  been  presented  to  see  a 
number  of  additional  potato  fields  and  to  neet  Messrs.  Beverly  and  Small,  the 
County  Agent  and  Assistant  CcSunty  Agent  of  Aroostook  County. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Prinoe  Edward  Island  Notes 


July  19.  1923 


Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  July  17  and  18  v.b  re  devoted  to  tte  inspection 
of  potato  fields  on  the   Island  and  in  attendance  at  the  annual  nee  tine  and 
picnic  of  the  P.  E.  I.  Seed  Potato  Growers  Assoc iat ion  which  was  held  at  the 
Experingntal  Farm  near  Charlot-te toWn  on  Tuesday.      About  300  persons  wer«  in 
attendance  at  this  neetine  .     A  dust  spray  de  monstrat  ion  was  irade   in  the  fore- 
noon for  the  tenefit  cf  those   interested  in  potato  spraying;. 


An  interesting;  busiress  neetino;  fcllovred  the  picnic  dinrer  afte  r  v-'hich 
short  addresses  were  made  by  the  Provincial  Minister  of  Agriculture,  the  Hon- 
orable       M.  lea,  who  assured  the  nembers  present  of  the  very  sincere  interest 
of  tte  Aericultural  Departirent  in  the  success  of  their  Association  and  his  v/ill- 
ingress  to  assist  in  every  way  possible.      The  Secretary  of  tVe  association,  Mr. 

Boulter,  reviewed  at  sone   length  tie  activities  of  the  association  in  the  pur- 
chasing; arjd  distribution  of  in^cticides,  fungicides,  ccmirercial  fertilizers 
and  sacks  and  in  the   sale   and  delivery  of  ^e  d  stock.     A-cordins;  to  the  Secre- 
tary about  all  cf  the  available   Irish  Cobbler  seed  stock  that  can  be   sa^  ly 
guaranteed  by  t?e  nemfcers  of  th^e  association  is  already  disposed  of  at  a  ve  ry 
satisfactory  price, 

Mr.  Osorge  Partridge  of  the  Dominion  De  partne  nt  cf  Agriculture  dwelt  at 
scne   length  on  the   inspection  service  andexplaired  sorie  of  the  chanses  made 
this  season  in  certification  re  quire  ne  nts .     The  growers  were  urged  tc  meiintain 
a  seed  plot  each  season  arid  to  te  careful  not  to  locate   it  rear  other  lots  cf 
potatoes,    Mr.  I^ppinwho  is  in  charge  of  the   ^ed  inspection  service    in  the 
Province  uroed  the  grov/e  rs  to  use  every  effort  to  maintain  the  present  hiigh 
standard  of  their  seed  stock  and  advised  them  tc  rogue  their  fields  as  early 
as  possible.    The  writer  called  attention  to  the   fact  that  each  year  brings  \vi'&i  it 
keerer  competition  for  the  Southern  seed  trade  and  that  in  viev;  of  this  fact 
there  must  not  te  any  relaxation  in  the  groover's  effort  to  produce   good  seed. 
In  his  opinion  the   seed  grov.ers  of  the   future  will  resolve  themselves  into  two 
more  or  less  distinct  groups,     The   first  and  by  far  the   larger  group  will  be 
thiose  who  v/ill  produce  the  comnercial  seed  stock  for  sale   to  the  Southern  grow- 
er but  are  unwilling  toej^rcise  the   recessary  care  to  improve  the  quality  cf 
their  seed  stock.      The  second  and  by  far  the   smaller  grcupw'ill  consist  of 
growers  maintaining  a  '-e  11  isolated  seed  plot  that -:is  frequently  rogued  and  from 
which  hill  selected  material  is  taken  at  harvest  tine   for  the  planting  of  next 
season's  seed  plot.    The   stock  produced  by  this  class  of  grov^ers  should  serve 
as  the  source  or  foundation  stock  for  the  comae  rcial  seed  grower. 

After  the   close  of  the  nee  ting  a  lar^   field  of  potatoes  on  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Trainer  of  Bedford  was  visited  by  Messrs.  peppin  ard  Partrid^  and  the  writ- 
er.   Three  strains  of  Irish  Cobblers  and  ore  of  Green  Mountains  are  being  grown 
by  Mr.  Trainer.    The  stand  v/hile  by  no  ne  ans  perfect  is  fairly  good  and  the 
plants  for  the  most  part  are  niaking  a  satisfactory  grovi?th.     Some  mosaic  v^as  noied 
in  0X&  Cobbler  strain* 

OnWedresday  the  v;rite  r  accompanied  IjSssrs.  Boulter,  Tfeppin  ard  Partpid^ 
on  an  inspection  trip  to  Sumrerside  Enerald  Junction  aid  other  points.  Many 
promising  fields  were   noted  during  the  day.      The  more   interesting  of  th^  se  v/e  re 
on  the  farms  of  Mr.  McGregor  of  Summerside  and  Mr.  Earl  Craig  of  Borden.  An 
interesting  feature  of  the  Graig  field  was  that  the   comnercial  fertilizer  had 
been  broadcasted  on  the   land  and  disked  in  just  prior  to  planting  the  crop. 
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The  plants  in  this  field  were  re  arly  as  large  again  as  those    in  an  adjacent 
field  planted  on  the  sane  date   in  which  tte   fe  rt  ilize  r  was  applied  in  the  drill 
at  tine  of  planting. 

The  total  potato  acreage  of  the   Island  this  ^ason  dees  not  vary  mater- 
ially froE2  that  of  1922. 

About  2  500  acres  have  been  entered  for  certification,  of  this  amount 
theie  ar€  appro  xima-te  ly  1400  acres  of  Gree  n  Mounta  ins  and  1100  acres  of  Irish 
Cobblers, 

The  crop  is  about  two  v/ee  ks  la1e  but  is  growing  fast  and  is  exjected  to 
reach  full  maturity  before  frost. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  July  27.  1923. 

The  potatoes  in  the  cold  storage  e^^rirtent  at  Arlington  Farm,  Va.  are 
maturing  in  the   following  order: — those  stored  at  40  degrees  F  are   dying  first, 
35  degrees  F  second  and  32  degrees  F  third.    The  vires  of  those  stored  at  32 
degrees  F  v;e  re   :iuite  green  on  Monday  of  this  week. 

The  v/riter  is  planning  to  start  harvesting  the  e  arly  e  xper  ime  nt  s  at 
Arlington  Farm  ±y&  first  of  re  xt  v/eek. 

Last  Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  and  Sunday  morning  it  was  unusually  hot 
here.      There  x^e-re   light  shov^rs  on  Sunday  afternooA  ard  Tuesday  morning  which 
cooled  the  atmosphere  and  refreshed  ve  ^  tat  ion  wh  ich  had  begun  to  suffer  for 
lack  of  mo  isxure  . 

The   latter  part  of  last  week  the  potato  marl<et  we  ake  le  d  ard  prices 
dropped.     It  is  now  beginning  to  show  signs  of  recovery  in  all  the  principal 
shipping  regions. 

Virginia  is  still  tie   le  ad  ir^  state   in  car  lot  shipnent  of  potatoes. 
Out  of  a  total  of  5  01  car  lot  shipments  reported  for  ^edresday,  July  2  5,  Vir- 
ginia shipped  317  carloads,    Maryland  ranks  second  v/ith  lOB  ,  and  Kansas  third 
with  88  carloads.  '    Most  of  the  pctatce  s  that  are  "ds  ins  harvested  now  in  Ifew 
Jersey  and  Long  Island  are  te  ing  hauled  directly  from  the   farm  to  the  con- 
suming market  and  not  shipped  in  carload  lots. 


(W.  M.  rfe  acock). 
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Vfe  aie    farming  2700  acres  of  land  in  the  delta  region  of  the  San  Joaquin 
river  adjacent  to  Stoci:ton.  which  lend  is  of  peat  origin,   imcratei^  entirely  by 
subirrigation J  the  level  of  the   land  "oe  ing  tee  loV'/  the   San  Joaquin  river,  and  the 
excess  water  pumped  off,    Tr&  p.re>9ent  crop  of  potatoes  consist  of  16  00  acres* 
The  preparation  of  the   land  v/as  begun  in  July  1922  iniiLe d iate  3 y  after  thje  har- 
vesting of  the  previous  crop.    As  socn  as  the  crop  of  potatoes,  onions  and  t^arley 
"v^'as  removed  th^  land  was  p].ov;ed.     This  plowi:og  took  pla.ce  during  July.    Tl3  land 
Was  plowed  again  during  August  and  again  in  September  and  after  each  plowing  was 
thoroughly  disked.      The   land  was  again  plowed  in  October  at  which  tine   it  was 
disked  several  tines  and  thPn  allowed  to  remain  to  receive  thP  action  of  ti^ 
winter  rains.    The   land  was  plowed  again  in  February  and  disked  and  made  ready 
for  planting.    Fertilizer  was  applied  during  Lece.mberi  January  and  B3  bruary  be., 
tween  rains,  a  mixture   of  8-10  (8;^  potash  &  10/^  phosphate  )  was  applied,  about 
1000#  per  acre.       Sane  was  broadcasted  and  disked  into  tiie   land  prior  to  the 
last  plowing.    Th3   co;^t  of  prf)  paring  the  land  was  v-2  5«00  per  acre.    The   cost  of 
fertilizer  was  about  -i^O.^OO  -p^r  acre.     Planting  was  begun  on  the   2"th  of  March 
and  continued  at  tle^  race   of  90  ac^e  r.  y&  i-  dD.y  :  a  2-row^  floo'-'er  planter  di-awn 
by  a  Cle  0  tractor  was  used-.    Sach  macnirg  planted  on  a.n  ave  ra-s^  about  10  aci-es 
per  day. 

All  seed  Was  dipped  in  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate.     Seed  was  cut 
after  dipping  and  seed  pieces  averaged  in  s:7.e   from  2  to  4  ounces-    Tl^  seed 
stock  which  wae  pjaced  in  dry  storage   showed  effect  of  deterioration  and  was  not 
as  good  seed  as  xhax  wnich  was  placed  in  cold  storage   as  indicated  by  tte  stand 
and  s ub  s©  q  ue  nt  gr  ow the 

Potatoes  are  planted  12"  apart  in  30"  rows-     It  took  2  5  days  for  the  po- 
tatoes to  begin  to  sliow  out  of  the   grounds     Or  the  dry  storag3   seed  the  stand 
only  realised  6  5/"^  of  perfect,  whereas  tri3   cold  storage   seed  made  a  stand  of  9  5^ 
pe  rfe  ct , 

The  weather  all  spring  was  cold  and  wiiidy  and  greatly  de t r i:::© nt al  to  the 
growing  crop,  caused  b2/  th£  m.overxent  of  the  plants  with  Ihi?-  result  that  this 
move  cent  kept  t}e   plants  from  making  the  luxurious  growth  ttey  would  have  if 
the  wind  conditions  were   less  violent. 

Just  after  t>e  potatoes  cate   out  of  tl-e   ground  green  peach  aphis  infection 
occurred  but  the  aphis  disappeared  voluntarily  after  about  two  vreeks  tine  with 
no  seeming  ill  effect  to  tl-e  plants. 

There  has  been  no  warmweatl^r  during  tl-e  entire  growing  season^     It  was 
always  cool  and  as  a  result  of  this,  rhizoctonia  was  more  prevalent  than  in  past 
j/ears. 

When  plants  were  5"  high  they  were   cultivated  by  single  horss  walking 
cultivator,  using  35  cultivators.     It  was  cv.lt  ivated  tvi?ice  ,  one  with  a  single 
horse   plaret  jr.,  making  15"  hills.    The  potatoes  were  again  hilled  w'hen  50 
days  old  at  which  tine  the  folia,c«  nearly  coJ^red  the  entire  ground.    The  average 
yield  in  the  Stockton  district  for  the  year  .".922  was  140  bu.  per  acre.    We  be- 
lieve this  year  that  the  average  yield  vifill  be  200  bu.  per  acre.    ¥fe  will  be 


able  to  exceed  this  simply  by  virtue   of  superior  cultural  i?Pthods,  better  caT« 
of  the  land  using  the  right  kind  of  seed,  the  application  of  fertilizer  and  a 
reasonable  amount  of  horse  sense. 

We   started  digging  potatoes  on  tte    2  5th  of  June,  after  90  days  growth. 
Varieties  used  were  White  Rose  which  had  been  acclimated  to  California,  and 
Eastern  Prides  ;  both  potatces  that      le  planted  in  California  last      ar  as  well 
as  stock  imported  from  t}-^  East  this  year.    We  believe  the  newly  imported  seed 
is  superior  to  that  which  has  been  acclimated,  although  we  ha^^n't  proven  this 
as  yet.    On  potatoes  already  dug  our  potatoes  will  average  200  to  5  00  bushels 
per  acre  ,  with  an  ave  ra^   of  32  5  buste  Is  je  r  acre.    On  the  above  yield  our  total 
cost  per  acre   is  617  5-00  per  acre.    ¥fe  are  now  digging  potatoes  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cars  per  day,  using  machines  for  digging.    Wfe  started  selling  at  s?2.7  5  for 
twc-bushel  sacks.     Price  has  now  declined  to  C^2c3  5- 
♦ 

(Vfe  yl_Zucke  rman  &  Co.). 

Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.  July  28.  1923. 

The  weather  for  the  most  part  has  been  hot  during  the   past  week.  The 
nights  have  been  cool  and  ore   or  two  light  showers  have  been  very  beneficial 
to  the  crops.      Thursday  ,37  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell. 

We  started  stacking  hay  Thursday  morning,  but  ve  re  obliged  to  discont ini;© 
the  Work  at  noon  owing  to  t  ?e  rain.  T\&y  hay  is  still  too  wet  to  stack  but  we 
are   in  hopes  to  continue  the  work  the  first  of  tte  week. 

Late  potatoes  are   looking  good  in  the  Greeley  District  at  the  present 
tine.    A  number  of  trips  have  been  made  to  the  Gilcrest  Action  to  inspect  the 
early  potatoes.    There   is  consicferable  early  blight  in  that  section,  making  its 
appearance  since  the  rains  of  last  week.    Ho-'ever,  in  most  fields  where  the 
blight  is  four^  t?e  v  ir^  s  are   teginning  to  mature   and  very  little  damage  is 
te  ing  done.    The  early  potatoes  are   for  t>e   most  part  cnly  yielding  from  6  0  to 
70  sacks  je  r  acre.      Most  of  these  are   being  sold  to  truckers  for  $2.50  per  cwt. 
Very  few  have  been  handled  by  local  dealers. 

(W.  C.  Edmunds  on). 

Kansas  Notes.  Julv  27.  1923  > 

The  Kaw  Valley  potato  digging  is  now  in  full  swing  and  the  yield  is  above 
average.    The  quality  is  fine  and  we  believe  that  we  have  more  potatoes  this 
year  on  less  acre  a.g3  than  last  year.      The  market  has  been  pretty  weak,  but  has 
strengthened  somewhat  in  the   last  few  days. 

Our  seed  treatnent  plots  in  various  parts  of  the  state  are  averaging 
around  40  bushels  per  acre   in  favor  of  treated  seed.     Oiar  spraying  plots  are  not 
showing  up  ve  r^;-  well,  due  ,  no  doubt,  to  tl*   fact  that  thjey  had  no  blight  or  no 
hoppers  until  late  in         season.    The  highest  yield  on  t  he  se   spray  plots^^^Tivent 
402  bushels. 


(E.  A.  Stokdyk) 
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Pi^  sq 'js   I R le  .  Ma  irgN ote  s  ♦  .Lrlv  31.  1923  ♦ 

Vfe  tegan  roguing  our  plots  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  for  th@  second  tine, 
assisted  by  Prof,  Stuart.  Considerable  mosaic  and  leaf  roll  had  developed 
in  the  course  of  a  week. 

Tuesday,  Prof.  Stuart  and  th^  v;riter  went  over  the  V-fe  ave  r  plot  in  Ashland 
very  carefully.    Soire  disease  had  developed  since  the  last  roguing.  Tuesday 
afternoon  tYe  writer,  accompanied  by  Prof.  Stuarc  and  Columbirs  Hayford,  visit- 
ed tte  Hayford  farm  and  several  fields  in  the  vincinity  of  Caribou-  Mr. 
Edgar  Russ  v^ho  has  200  acres  of  certified  seed  planted  sho^ved  us  ^veral  of 
his  fields.     Son©  certified  Spaulding  Hose  M  from  Patten,  V.a.ir3  looked  very 
promising  and  a  field  of  Irish  Cobblers  from  Prince  Ed^-'ard  Island,  v/ith  the 
exception  of  a  small  per  cent  of  blackleg  plaints,  looked  like  exceptionally 
good  stock. 

The  plots  on  Aroostook  Stats   Farm  have  been  cultivated,  spaded  and  spra^ied 
since  the   last  report. 

Wedresday  mornir.g  Prof.  Stuart  left  on  the  Canad ian  fac if ic  P..  P.  for 
Vermont.     It  began  raining  in  the  morning  and  continued  unt  il  Monday  morniiig. 
About  2  inches  was  recorded  at  the  State  Farm.     It  is  still  cloudy.  Consid- 
erable hay  ^^as  out  last  Vfednesday,  and  the  bulk  of  it  v/ill  be   of  very  poor 
quality  by  the  tine   it  is  dried  out. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Mini^  sota  Mote  s.  July  19.  1923. 

The  comnercial  potato  crop  in  the  region  north  of  the  Twin  Cities  and 
through  the  north  central  and  north  eastern  part  of  the   state   is  in  good  con- 
dition.   Cont  inie  d  Warm 'jve  athe  r  the  last  two  weeks  is  teginning  to  affect  the 
early  crop  in  the   region  surroundirig  the  Twin  Cities. 

On  July  6   Supt.  M.  J.  Thompson,  E.        Hardies  and  the  writer  took  notes 
on  the  strain  tests  at  the  Northeast  substation  at  Duluth,  Minn.    All  the  seed 
stocks  of  Cobblers,  Rurals  and  Rus^ts  certified  inMinresota  are  being  tested 
for  differences  in  productiveness  at  this  station. 

On  July  13,  Mr.  Tolaas  ,  Mr,  Hardies  and  the  writer  inspected  the  test 
plots  of  seed  stocks  of  Triumphs  and  Green  Mountains  certified  in  the  state 
which  are  te  ijng  tested  at  University  Farm,  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  Hardies  left  on  July  ]6    for  the  Horthwe  st  Exper  ine  nt  Station  at 
Grookston,  Minn,  to  assist  Prof.  T„  M,  McGall  of  that  station,  in  taking  data 
on  the  tests  of  certified  seed  stocks  of  the  Early  Ohio  variety.    This  station 
is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Red  River  Valley  and  all  certified  seed  stocks 
of  Early  Ohio  are  'ce  ing  tested  by  Prof.  T.  M.  McCall  at  this  station. 

In         potato  breeding  Work  about  4000  ^cond  ^e  ar  seedlings  are  te  ing 
grov'n  and  about  3000  first  year  seedlings.    The  contin\;ed  warm  weather  the 
last  two  weeks  has  caused  the   flower  buds  to  drop  before   opening  on  most  of 
the  second  year  seedlings,     Sone   of  the  first  je  ar  seedlings  of  the  standard 
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varieties        in  bloom.    Nor^   of  thsm  have  set  seed  balls  up  to  date  of  ^^l^ll 
Probably  t^  most  important  pha^   of  this  work  carried  on  this  year  ' 
son  of  the  vigor  of  first,  second  and  third  ^r^rations  of  self-fed  seedlings. 

%}  (F,  A,  Krantz). 

(  " 

M.            •    M  4^  Jnly  27,  1923- 

Missouri  Notes.   ^  

Tve  Missouri  early  potato  crop  is  moving  to  market  rapidly  and  in  good  _ 
shaje.    Good  yields,  many  from  190  to  2  3}  buste  Is  per  acre  ,  prevail  m  the  OrricK 
or  Missouri  River  section,  and  coupled  with  this  has  teen  goo  weather  and  tair 
prices.      Potato  growers  ^merally  are   in  good  humor. 

Grading  is      ing  practiced  much  more  extensively  than  before  and  the  i^deral 
inspector  is  kept  busy  inspecting  cars  offered  for  this  gove  mire  nt  shipping  point 
inspection  .      Two  hundred  cars  have  been  guaranteed  for  insp  ction  and  as  thi-^ 
is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  output,  it  is  probable  that  many  more  will  be  i^- 
spe  cte  d . 

Cobblers  are  gaining  steadily  in  popularity  and  this  ^arwill  strengthen 
their  position  owing  to  tte  roughrPss  of  Chios  from  growth  cracks  and  sec6nd 
growth. 

Seed  treatrrent  with  corrosive  sublimate  ,  the  use   of  moderate  amounts  of 
high  phosphatic  fertilizers  in  co  nrP  ct  ion  with  green  manures  and  certified  seed 
are  all  showing  splendid  results  in  de  monstrat  ionsf  ie  Ids  and  co  mne  rc  ially . 

(E  ,  M.  Page  ). 

WashinjTton.  D.  C.  Notes.  Aup-ust  ^  ,  1923  . 

The  death  of  our  beloved  chief  and  great  leader  and  the   irreparable  loss 
of  him  has  caused  clouds  of  grief  and  silence  to  shadow  the  capital  city  of  our 
nation.     In  rcsject  t)tf  our  late  President  an  order  was  sent  to  all  Gove  rnnP  nt 
Off  ices,  just  before  noon  yesterday,  Friday,  August  3,  granting  a  holiday  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

This  will  account  for  copies  of  the   "Eje"  probably  not  arriving  at  the 
usual  tiire.      However,  Miss  Gree  re   is  doing  her  best  to  get  it  out  as  soon  as 
possible  , 

Just  before  noon  last  Saturday  it  legan  to  rain  and  there  was  soce  precipi- 
tation recorded  every  day  from  tte  n  on  until  Thursday.    The  total  precipitation 
for  this  period  was  2,07  inches.     It  was  hot  and  sultry  yesterday  and  accompanied 
by  anelectrical  storm  in  the  evening.     Indications  are  this  morning  that  today's 
we  athe  r  vi?  ill  probably  duplicate  ye  ste  rday '  s  vie  athe  r . 


The  potato  experinents  planted  early  at  Arlington  Farm  are   ready  to  harvest 
as  soon  as  t>e   soil  drys  out  duff  icretly. 

J.  Norton  Woodruff  ,  Bridgeton,  N.  J,  has  requested  that  the  potatoes  which 
have  been  held  in  the  cold  stora^  at  l^rlington  Farm  for  experinents  which  we  are 
conducting  on  his  farm  be   ^  nt .    These  ue  re  shipped  by  e  xpre  ss  yssterday.  Mr. 
Woodruff  reports  that  the  ground  in  southern  ^few  Jersey  has  been  too  dry  for  the 
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planting  of  the   second  crop  seed  potatoes  until  the  recent  rain. 

T?e  narket  demand  and  price    of  potatoes  contini^d  to  improx^   from  th^ 
middle  of  last  vce  k  until  t?e  beginning  of  this  vi'ee  k  then  there  v;as  a  slight 
^reral  depression  of  short  duration  in  the  potato  market.    Latest  reports 
indicate  market  recovery. 

The   states  leading  in  car  lot  shipnent  of  potatce  s  reported  for  August  1 
are: — Virginia  with  103  cars;  Maryland   57  cars;  jersey  43  cars  and  Ken- 

tucky 37  cars.    I^v;  Jersey  crop  is  just  beginning  to  be  shipped  in  lar^  quan- 
tities and  vaill  soon  be  the  leading  state   in  car  lot  shipcent  of  potatoes. 

Prof.  ^"m.  Stuart  left  V'ashington  on  a  potato  investigational  field  trip 
Thursday  and  expects*  to  return  the  first  of  ^ptember  .    First,  >^  expects 
to  lock  over  the  potato  experinents  that  are  te  ing  condicted  by  Dr.  C.  E, 
life  ye  rs  Correll  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y,     Prof.  Stuart  v/ill  tal-e    notes  on  our 
expericents  in  Colorado  and  V''isconsin.    Durir^  the  trip  he  expects  to  do  potato 
inve  stigati  onal  Work  also  in  other  states  viz; — Michigan,  MinrPsota,  Kebrabfea 
and  South  Dakota, 

(W.  M.  Ffe acock). 

Idaho  Note.q.  August  1.  1923, 

Under  date  of  July  26  Mr.  Zuckerman  of  San  Francisco,  Calif,  says  his 
firm  has  received  the   following  report  from  Caldwell,  Idaho,     "A  great  many 
fields  show  a  heavy  setting  of  potatoes,  as  high  as  20  to  30  potatoes  hill 
and  as  a  result  of  this  the  potatoes  are  not  expected  to  reach  any  size  before 
maturity.     For  this  reason  the   crop  is  goir^  to  be  materially  cut." 

Our  original  e  st  imate  of  the   Caldwell  District  was  8000  acres  and  3000 
carloads  to  be   shipped,  but  we  have   novv  cut  this  down  and  figure  we  are  con- 
servative v/he  n  vi'e   say  this  district  will  only  ship  2000  cars." 

(Vim,  Stua  rt). 

Vermont  Kotes.  July  28  ^  1923  . 

Thursday  afternoon  and  Friday,  July  2£>   and  27  was  devoted  to  the  roguing 
of  the  tuber  indexed  units  and  strain  "test  studies  located  on  Mr,  Brigham' s 
farm  at  St,  Albans,  Vt.    T]^   previous   inspection  and  roguing  of  this  plot 
having  been  made   on  July  10  only  ore   or  two  mosaic  infected  units  were  noted 
July  ^    in  tte   stock  that  was  sufficiently  advanced  on  the  earlier  date  to 
permit  of  a  satisfactory  disea^  reading. 

It  Was  recessary,  however,  to  remove  a  considerable  number  of  spindle 
tubers  in  a  stock  of  Irish  Cobblers  originally  from  Prince  Edward  Island  but 
have  ing  been  grown  in  Liaire  for  the  past  two  seasons.    At  the  tine   of  the  earl- 
ier reading  the    infected  units  were   not  sufficiently  advanced  to  diagno^    sp  in- 
gle tuber  disea^  with  any  degree   of  certainty.     Apparently  this  relatively 
rew  potato  disease    is  of  considerable  economic  importance    in  sone  regions  at 
least  and  should  be  carefully  rogued  from  the   seed  plot. 
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The  amount  of  ve^tative  grov/th  of  all  lots  of  ^ed  made  during  the 
IB   days  elapsing  between  the   first  and  second  inspection  dates  ^a.s  almost  un- 
believable ;  the   size   of  the  plants  having  more  than  doubled.    This  ^uick  growth 
^as  due  to  tinely  rains  which  furnished  an  abundance   of  moisture.    The  present 
outlook  for  a  potato  crop  in  Vermont  is  good,  at  least,  v^he  re  good  stands  were 
secured,  and  where  thorough  sprayir^  is  being  practiced. 


(Wm.  Stuart)* 


■ 
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Gree  le  y  >  Co lo rad c  N ote  s  . 


j^upu^st  4  r  1923 


For  the  past  week  the  T)\eather  has  teen  quite  variable.    Monday,  July 
30,  v;as  the  hottest  day  of  th^e  sumre  r.    ^fe  dr^  sday  .46    of  an  inch  of  rain  fell, 
while  Thursday  and  Saturday  the  wBather  was  oool  and  cloudy. 

^■fe   finished  stacking  hay  Monday.    The   ^cond  cutting  of  hay  has  been 
hPavy  throughout  the  Greeley  section. 

Most  of  the  potato  plots  ^ve  re   irrigated  Tuesday,  which  toge  th3  r  ^'ith 
the  teavy  rain  of  Vif^dre  sday  has  made  the  soilv/etter  than  is  desirable.  Po- 
taxces  at  the  station  which  have  not  teen  irrigated  ha^'e  a  very  thrifty  vire 
growth  which  is  excertional  for  this  tin©   of  the  year. 

iviost  of  tte  wheat  has  been  cut  and  oats  are  ripenins  rapidly,    '^''e  ex- 
pect to  cut  oats  the  first  of  the  week.    According  to  an  article   in  the  local 
paper,  incorporation  papers  for  11  potato  growers  cooperative  marketing  asso- 
ciations organized  under  the  supervision  of  Jo^ph  Passonreau,  State  Director 
of  Markets,  in  accordance  with  the  state  cooperative  marl<eting  act  passed  by 
the  last  ^^reral  assembly,  were  filed  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
August  1.    The  cooperative  associations  organized  in  towns  in  almost  ever^^^ 
potato  growing  Action  of  the  state.    The  names  of  the  organizations  are  as 
follows:—  Center,  Fruita,  Montrose,  Kersey,  Morgan  County,  Ror)S3o,  Camel, 
Gill-Gale  ton,  Del  Norte,  Antonio  Potato  Growers  Cooperative  Association. 

The  Greeley  district  has  not  as  yet  completed  an  organization  of  this 

k  i  nd  e 

The  writer  expects  to  leave   for  Carbondale  this  afternoon  to  rogue  thje 
seed  improT^nent  plots  located  on  thsSigee-S  Seed  Farm  Inc.      The  le  -fte  le  a  lar^ 
number  of  visitors  at  the  station  this  week. 

(Y/,  C,  Edmundson). 

Pt^  sque   Isle  .  Maire  .  August  7^  1923. 

Several  plots  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  we  re  rcg^^d  th^e  first  of  the  week, 
and  everything  sprayed  with  Bordeaux,    No  late  blight  to  date  has  been  not^d 
on  Aroostook  State  Farm. 

Potatoes  have  made  very  rapid  crrcw+h  since  the  rains.    Very  fev;  aphids, 
otter  than  the  yellow  aphid  which  appeared  on  the  lower  leaves  rather  early 
in  sons  fields,  have  teen  noticed. 

Considerable   current  i^e  ar  infection  of  mosaic   is  showing  up  on  Cobblers 
and  Mountains  since  the  rains. 

The  plots  in  Ashland  v/e  re  rog'v;ed  again  this  v/eek.     Considerable  mosaic 
v;as  found  on  Triumphs,  Cobblers  and  Green  Mountains  which  we  i«  apparently 
freer  from  disease   at  previous  roguings.    A  lar^  percent  of  mosaic  in  the 
Ashland  plots  found  on  Cobblers  is  current  year  infection  from  the   yellov^*'  aphid 
and  possibl^r  Tarnule  plant  bugs. 
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Tte  Writer  accompanied  by  B,  E.  Erov/n,from  the  Office   of  Soil  ^fertility, 
visited  the  northern  part  of  the   county  Thursday  going  as  far  as  St»  Agatha. 
Fields  between  Caribou  and  Van  Buren  have   improved  wonderfully  in  two  weeks  but 
still  look  rag^d  because   of  poor  stand.     From  Van  Buren  to  Frenchville  orP 
finds  a  fairly  good  stand  but  the  plants  are  very  small.     The  bulk  of  this  acre- 
ag3  Was  planted  late   and  very  little   rain  has  fallen  along  the  St.  John  River. 
From  St.  Agatha  to  Madawaska  there  has  been  very  little  rain.    Through  Svaden 
and  Stockholm  potatoes  are   fully  up  to  the  ave  ra^  . 

(p.  M.  Lombard). 

Pre  s que    Isle,  Maine  No/te  s  .  Aup^ust  4  ,  1923  .  . 

The  Work  of  testing  potato  pollen  in  c  onre  ct  ion  w  ith  tl^  sterility 
studies  Was  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week.    Tests  were 
made   of  pollen  from  410  different  lots,   including  comrrercial  varieties,  seed- 
lings and  wild  s]:ecieso    Dr.  Stout  has  completed  his  work      re   for  this  season 
and  has  returrPd  to  ffew  York, 

Good  progress  is  being  made  with  the  breeding  vifork.    Quite  a  la.r^  number 
of  crosses  have  been  made  ^    The  long  jieriod  of  cool,  cloudy  v^e  athe  r  during  the 
blooming  perior^  has  been  very  favorable  for  this  work  so  that  quite  a  high  de- 
gree of  success  ci.n  reasonably  be  exacted. 

(Go  F.  Clark).' 

Bridge  ton.        J.  Notes.  August  10.  1923. 

The  cold  stora^  experiment  with  second  cropi- or  immature d  Irish  Gobble r 
seed  potatoes  crrown  in  southern  I^w  Jersey  v;e  re  planted  Thursday  on  the  farm 
of  J=  Norton  Woodruff  0     This  is  th^    first  tine  that  the  Departnent  has  conduct- 
ed an  e  xfe  r  ine  nt  of  this  kind  v;ith  southern  Nfew  Je  r^  y  second  crop  seed  potatoes 
All  growers  in  southern  New  Je  r^  y  growing  seed  potatoes  put  their  seed'  stock 
in  cold  stora^  during  tl-e  latter  part  of  March  or  the  first  of  April  and  take 
it  out  of  cold  stora^   in  July. 

Tl^  re  were  also  planted  three  leading  strains  of  Triumphs,        Tte  rules 
for  certifying  seed  potatoes  in  I^w^  Jersey  this  >e  ar  state  that  Green  Mountains 
cannot  be  planted  before  July  20  and  for  Irish  Gobblers  not  until  July  2  5  for 
certification,  although  t';^   insjection  board  recomnends  that  seed  potatoes  for 
certification  be  planted  between  August  1  and  ICth, 

Mr,  Woodruff  is  a  sple  ridid  coope  rater,  is  very  painstaking  and  main- 

tains a  seed  plot  which  has  aided  him  in  building  up  a  good  strain  of  Irish  Cob- 
ble rs, 

(¥.  M.  Ffe acock).' 

Wisconsin  Notes^  Spootgr  Statio.i.  Aup-ust  3  ,  1923  . 

Mr,  Luther  and  tlie  writer  made   a  mosaic  count  on  the  Triumph  potatoes  on 
August  1.    The  expression  of  the  mosaic  disea^    is  not  ideal  but  it  was  distinct 
enough  to  enable  us  to  make  a  satisfactory  count.    We   found  the  percental   of  mo 
saic  varying  from  practically  nothing  to  as  high  as  405^.     In  one  case  the  mosaic 
count  sttod  90^  on  unce  rt  if  ie  d  seed,     ^ve  ral  samples  of  uncertified  see  d  wg  re 
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included  this  year  in  the  test.     Several  very  satisfactory  looking  plots  v/ill 
rane^  from  4  to  8/^   mild  mosaic.      The  dwarf  or  extrene  type  of  mosaic  is  prac- 
tically absent  this  year. 

On  the  Green  Mountain  plots,  hov>^e\©r  ,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  mosaic 
count.    The  disease  dees  not  show  this  year  in  the  characteristic  mcttling. 
There  are,  of  course,  delayed  ^rminations  and  small  ^^akly  plants,  but  there 
is  nore   of  the  characteristic  mottling  on  any  varie-tiy  e  xcept  the  Triumph  on  the 
Spocrer  Branch  Station  this  year. 

Qe  re  ral  conditions  on  the  Spoorer  Station  are  the  most  satisfactory  in 
years.    We  had  another  heavy  rain  on  the  night  of  July  31,     Glover,  corn,  scv 
be  ans  ,  ^long  with  potatoes,  are   in  e  specially  fire  condition. 

(  J»  G.  Milward ). 

'"'ashi nekton.  D.  C.  ilcte'-s.  Aucnist  10.  1S23. 

The  weather  for  th^e  past  week  has  been  extrenely  hot  with  a  fevi^  occa- 
sional shov^ers- 

The  exferiments  in  the  first  planting  at  Arlington  Farm,  Va.  vre  re  har- 
vested the  first  part  of  the  week.      The  potatoes  vrere  put  into  sacks  ar^i  tag^d. 
These  ha'^'e  not  "been  graded  ncr/.«ig}^d  so  that  no  results  can  be  given  y^t*  Tte 
vie  Id  Was  much  larger  than  the  writer  expected',     Tte   ^t  of  tutors    per  hill 
were  not  lar^  ,  but  most  of  them  are  o^  good  marfetable  size. 

The  Writer  is  planning  to  harvest  tte   second  planting  tV^   first  of  re  xt 
week  and  to  do  all  t\e  grading  and  weighing. 

The  potato  experinents  planted  the  latter  part  of  last  mon^h  are  not  ^  rm- 
inating  as  ^.e  11  as  the  writer  had  anticipated  at  planting  tine.    The  seed  was 
firm  and  had  been  cut  of  cold  stora^   long  enough  to  start  the  sprouts  well  for 
planting  and  the  soil  was  in  excellent  physical  condition  at  that  tine.  The 
Writer  contributes  the   imperfect  ^rmination  to  fertilizer  ii^njury  .     This  in- 
jury aeems  to  te  greater  in  the  Green  Mountains  than  in  th^   Irish  Cobblers, 

(V/,  M,  Tfe acock). 

IBW  York  Mote  3.  '  August  6  ,  1923. 

Friday,  August  3,  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  the  potato  breeding 
and  ^  le  ct  ion  v/ork  of  Dr.  C,  H,  Meyers  and  associates  of  Correll  University  at 
Ithaca,    llany  interesting  Rural  selections  vare  noted  sone   of  which  sho'^^d 
distinct  Hiodifi  cat  ions  in  stem  and  foliage   characters  from  the  parent  variety. 
All  degrees  of  vigor  v.-e  re  also  to  be  noted.     Soce   interesting  seedling  crosses 
which  were  being  grown  in  t-ne  gree  rihouse  were  also  noted.    Dr.  Peddick  is  as- 
sisting Dr.  Meyers  in  this  phase   of  tie  v/ork.    All  elections  are  subjected  tc 
a  very  careful  field  te  st  e  :cte  nding  ove  r  a  reriod  of  years*    The  plan  follov.'efl 
is  to  plant  2  5  hills  from  each  hill  selection  made  the  previous  year  and  in  tiP 
following  year  tc  replicate  the  2  5  hill  row  tests  from  5  to  10  tines,  usually 
the  latter  numter  of  replications  is  followed  .      By  this  ne  thod  it  has  been 
found  that  the  e  xpe  rirte  ntal  e  rror ,  incident  to  soil  differences  or  moisture,  is 
reduced. to  a  minimum  and  the  a"v^  rags  of  the  resultant  yields  secured  may  be  re - 
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garded  as  deT^endatle.    Three   or  more  years'  data  obtairPd  in  this  manr^sr,  pro- 
vided the   Masons  are  at  all  normal,  are  usually  sufficient  to  determire  the 
relative  nPrits  of  t'rP   strains  under  test. 

The  variety  test  plot  under  the  supervision  cf  E,  V.  Harde  nburg  was 
1-;^  xt  visited  and  ti^  varieties  care  fully  e  xamirPd .    Many  rPv/  nane  s  v;e  re  noted 
particularly  in  the  case   of  the  Rural  and  Up-to-Bate  frroups,      A  peculiar  and 
rather  interesting  folia^  disease  v/as  noted  in  ore  variety  of  this  plot.  The 
leaves  of  plants  affected  with  this  rev;  malady  were  badly  crumpled,  considerably 
thickered,  and  sonewhat  mottled.     As  ^et  no  one   ^ems  to  have  a  narie   for  this 
disea^  nor  is  anything  knc"'n  as  to  its  transmission.    While   ore  could  hardly 
say  that  the  potato  plants  v/e  re  actually  being  injured  frSm  lack  of  moisture 
a  good  shover  v^ould  niaterially  aid  in  the   further  developnent  of  th^  crop. 

On  Saturday  Dr.  I^feyers,  accompanied  by  Dr,  Blod^tt  cf  the  patho- 
logical departnent;  Mr.  Brierly  of  the  ^:7art  disease   laboratory  of  Free  land ,  Pa., 
and  the  writer  drove  to  Batavia,  N,        to  inspect  the   seed  deielopn^nt  v/ork  of 
the  Hickox-Rumse  y  Co.    Through  tl^   couftesy  cf  I/fessrs.  Rumsey  and  Ffe  rry  v>«  le 
enabled  to  study  t}emq;ethods  pursued  by  this  firm  in  the  sorting,  grading  and 
treating  of  the  potato  seed  stotfk  grov^'n  and  hahdled  by  this  firmt     All  seed 
stock  is  passed  oVef  a  3  inch  wire  ae  sh  screen.    Tl*  tubers  passing  through  this 
screen  and  over  a  1  7/8  inch  screen  are  designated  as  No.  1  stock,  so  far  as 
size   is  concerred,  but  Vr&y  are   further  graded  by  being  passed  over  a  vvBb  belt 
about  18  inctes  wide  arran^d  with  two  drops  at  about  six  feet  intervals*  In- 
spectors statioried  on  both  sides  of  this  te  It  are  expected  to  remove  all  badly 
cut,  dissa^d,  or  imperfect  tubers.     The  tv/o  drops  nentior^d  are   for  the  purpose 
of  turning  the  tu  bB  rs  over  so  as  to  afford  opponfeunity  to  inspect  all  surfaces 
of  the  tuber  for  defects.     The   drop  is  about  3  inches  just  enough  to  turn  the 
tuber  over.     In  treating  the  seed  it  is  elevated  by  ne  ans  of  com'eyora  into  a 
rectangular  tank  seme  4:0  feet  in  length  filled  vi'ith  hot  corrosive  sublimate 
solution  maintained  at  1S5   degrees  F.  by  ire  ans  of  the  dischar^  of  live  steam 
through  jets  arran^d  at  suitable    intervals  so  as  to  insure  a  uniform  tempera- 
ture throughout  the  tank.    The  tubers  are  com^yed  through  the  tank  on  a  slowly 
moving  netal  belt  conveyor.     To  prevent  corrosion  of  the  ne  tal  the  belt  is  thor- 
oughly protected  by  a  heavy  coating  of  asphaltum  paint.    Tl-je  movenent  of  the 
belt  is  so  regulated  as  to  subject  the  potatoes  to  a  five  minute   immersion  in 
the  hot  liquid.    As  the  tubers  reach  the  end  of  the  tank  they  are  caught  up  by 
another  set  of  conveyors  and  passed  through  a  tunnel  through  which  a  blast  of 
hot  air  is  blown  which  quickly  dries  them.    They  are  then  conve-yed  to  another 
grader  over  which  they  are  passed  and  sacked.    This  equipnent  enables  the  firm 
to  treat  thousands  cf  bushels  rer  day.     In  the   saoe  building  a  complete  equip- 
nent may  also  tj©  found  for  the  thorough  cleaning  of  all  agricultural  seeds  es- 
pecially cereals  and  for  smut  disinfection  of  thje  seed. 

The  potato  seed  selection  plots  weie  visited  in  the  afternoon,    Ife  re 
tl-e  party  had  an  opportianity  to  inspect  thousands  of  tuber  units  and  nune  rous 
selections  or  strains  of  the   leading  commercial  varieties.     This  particular 
feature  of  the  work  is  under  t^  direct  supervision  of  Ivlr.  F^rry,  a  recent 
Ccrrell  graduate.    The  methods  pursued  in  testing  t'-e   relative  ate  r  its  of  differ- 
ent strains  are    identical  to  tho*  practiced  by  Dr.  frfe.-yers.     As  soon  as  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  stock  is  secured  it  is  planted  in  an  isolated  field  and  the 
pro^ny  obtaired  is  u^d  for  the  planting  of  com::ercial  seed  fields.  Several 
of  such  fields  v>e  re  visiied  during  the  afternoon.    Ore  especially  nice  field 
of  Irish  Cobblers  on  muck  soilw'as  noted.    On  the  last  farm  visited  sone  90  a^res 
of  potatoes  were  being  grov/n,  consisting  of  the  No.  9  Rural,  Irish  Cobbler, 
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Triumph  and  Green  Mountain,  all  of  which,  v,- ith  the  exception  of  a  field  of  Tri- 
umphs, had  teen  planted  after  Ju:-^   30  .     T>e    field  of  Triumphs  n^nticred  are 
te  ing  grov/n  for  the  Bermuda  seed  trade  and  v/ill  te  harvested  about  August  15. 

The  day's  insre  ct  ion  ^^as  concluded  with  a.  visit  to  tte        C.  Livermcre 
farm  rear  Hcrec^^  Fallo.     Mr,  Liverir'ore   is  a  Russot  Rural  e  nthusiast »    His  total 
acreacSi  v;;.-rh  tho  e-ception  oi  a  jjKall  field  of  -rich  Cobl^lers  planted  for  early 
marketing,  consists  of  thii??  variety.      Mr.  Ll\?e  rrnoie  '  s  ci'op  was  suffering  from 
lack  of  ffio:^.  sture  .     H3.in  is  1>3-''.1y  r?e  de  d  in  that  sT^otion*    The  day  ended  ^4th 
our  arrival  at  Eata-'.ca  a.bcut  10:30  P,  M„  ■'^'ith  a  total  mileage   for  the  day  of 
approximately  225  miles. 

The  potato  ci-op  throughout  the  are  a  traversed  is  on  the  whole  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition.    Mor3   rain  Is  needed  to  furnish  idsal  growing  conditions 
but  in  most  fields  noted  the  plants  are  not  actually  suffering  any  material  in- 
jury, . 


(Win.  Stuart)!",: 
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Late  potatoes  in  the   '^-reeley  district  a.re  naakiiig  a  good  .growth.  SonP 
s;rov;e  rs  ha'V'e   stated  that  their  potatoes  are   not  making;  a  satisfactory  srov^<th, 
'but  recent  field  trips  have   corf/inced  tte  vrriter  that  the   crop  in  ^     ral  is 
at  leasx  normal  or  above  , 

All  plots  at  the   station  v/e  re    irrigated  e  itte  r  Thursday  or  Friday.  ScjiP 
pj.cts  are  'iire  ing  ditched  today  but  in  most  cases  the  vire  gro^^th  is  so  large  that 
re  a  itching  is  impossible  . 

The  Writer  arrived  in  Carbondale  Monday  mornins,  August     ,  and  with  the 
aid  of  Lou  Do  Sv/eet  th^e  seed  plots  were  rogue d  that  day.     It  vi'as  found  that  the 
Triumphs  had  made  a  ve  ry  satisfactory  grov/th.    V.'e  were   obliged,  ho^-ever,  to  dis- 
card ore  lot  because  of  disease  and  weak  plants.    The   -obbler  strains  were  eccd 
with  the  exception  of  ore   strain  which  was  distinctly  inferior  to  the   other  lots. 
Ore   lot  of  Russet  Burbanks  was  distinctly  inferior  to  the   other  strains  of  this 
variety,  although  it  is  known  that  tte  grower  of  this  seed  has  spent  much  care^- 
ful  Work  in  building  up  his  st -ain.    All  lots  of  Rural  Ifew  Yorker  were  sonewhat 
disappointing.    Their  poor  growth  may  have  "cee  n  partially  due  to  seasonal  con- 
ditions.   Tvv'o  lots  of  Rurals  vre  re  discarded,  both  being  dry  land  seed  from  Col- 
orado.    No  lots  of  Ffeachblows  ve  re  discarded  and  nore  were  distinctly  outstand- 
ing in  their  superior  qualities, 

Tue  sday  Was  syent  in  visiting  potato  fields  in  the  Carbondale  district. 
Scne  very  promising  fields  were   inspected  while   others  were'  badly  diseased,  rhi- 
zoctoniz  being  the  most  common  trouble.     Sone   fields  we  i€   also  visited  which  had 
been  irrigated  too  early.    T>e  pota.toe  s  on  the  Sv/eet  Seed  Farm  are  exceptionally 
good  this  >e  ar  ;.rd  froai  all  indications  will  probably  lead  the  Carbondale  dis- 
trict in  y  ie  Id  , 

The  Tuesday  field  trip  was  made    in  company  with  C,  C.  Clark,  Supt  of  the 
SwBet  Seed  Farm  and  Mr.  Frank  Svreet,  oi-&  of  the   ce  st  potato  growers  in  Colorado. 

(Vii,  C.  Edmunds  on). 

Manhattan,  .Kansas  Notes.  Aup-ust  6  .  192.3 . 

The  Kav?  Valley  crop  is  about  two-thirds  dug  and  to  date  Shawr^e  County 
has  shipped  out  more  potatoes  than  it  did  during  the  whole   season  last  >ear. 
The  quality  is  exceptionally  fire  and  U,  S.  Si  potatoes  are  running  right  along 
with  others  on  the  market.    This  is  the   first  >e  ar  that  we  have  had  shipping 
^oint  inspection  service    in  any  part  of  the  Kav/  Valley  and  to  say  that  it  is  a 
big  step  forward  in  e  stabiishing  a  good  reputation  for  Kaw  Valley  products  is 
to  put  it  m.ildly.      It  is  really  surprising  how  well  the  potatoes  haye  moved 
this  year,  in  spite   of  sone  v;e  ak  markets  at  certain  periods. 

The  past  two  v-eeks  have  'cee  n  spent  in  harv^e  sting  plots  up  and  do^'^n  the  Kaw 
Valley.     Seed  treatment  plots  are   showing  marked  differences  in  favor  of  treated 
seed.    Experinents  with  hot  formaldehyde  are  \'S  ry  favorable   and  no  doubt  this 
nethod  will  be  used  to  soae  extent  by  sone  of  the  growers' r^xt  year.    The  strain 
tests  on  Cobblers  have  teen  harvested  in  some  counties  and  ore   or  two  outstanding 
strains  have  ,  bee  n  noted.    The  strain  of  E,  D„  Aske  gaard  of  Lloorhead,  Minn,  was 
our  most  outstanding  ore.     However,  other  strains  from  various  states  show  that 
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■ivB  can  "Lise  seed  iroi.;  so'L^rces  cutside  ci  Minnesota. 

The  spraying  and  dusting  plots  with  ^ordsa'CLc  and  copper  'iists  gave  no 
results  in  "Tansas  this  yecor .     Led  hoppers  and  early' blight  were  not  present 
until  very  late  in  the  season,  so  we  got  the  results  that  could  be  expected 
under  such  circumstances.    The  highest  yield  that  we  have  record  on  this  year 
so  far  is  k02  bushels  to  the  acre  on  the  fcST.  of  M,  T.  "lelsey  &  Sons,  Topeka, 
Kansas,    Our  pot=.to  show  is  well  under  way  and  the  dates  November  J,  8  and  3 
have  been  set.    We  trust  that  mny  workers  in  other  states  will  te  aole  to  be 
with  us  this  year. 

(E.  A,  Stokdyk). 

Presnue  Isle,  Maine  yotes.  August  13.  19=^3. 

The  weather  has  ceen  rdther  cocl  with  high  winds.    The  soil  has  becoiae 
very  dry.     Sunday  it  oegan  to  rain  with  slight  showers  today, 

Wednesday  the  writer  visited  some  sjcceptionally  good  fields  of  Spaulding 
Hose,  Green  Mountains  and  Irish  Cobblers.    There  was  very  little  difference  in 
the  per  cent  of  iriosaic  in  the  Bay  of  Chalen  and  Prince  Edward  Island  Mountains, 
both  running  a  sirall  fraction  of  1%.     Only  one  Jiosaic  and  one  spindle  tuber  plant 
was  found  in  several  hundred  Spaulding  Iiose  plants  examined.    A  few  blackleg 
plants  were  found  in  the  Cobblers.    The  above  stock  is  grown  by  W  .  Simon  Night- 
ingale and  son-in-law,  Mr,  Wason,  and  Clarence  Powers,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Fairfield. 

The  northern    part  of  the  count:^^  around  Van  Buren,  Frenchville,  St.  Aga- 
tha and  Fort  ?rent  has  had  very  little  rain  this  season  and  potato  fields  look 
very  poor. 

The  plots  in  Ashland  were  visited  again  this  week.    Very  little  mosaic 
was  foxmd.    Quite  a  large  per  cent  of  spindle  tuber  plants  were  removed  from  the 
Prince  Edward  Island  Cobblers  used  in  the  Tuoer  Index  work.    The  other  strains 
of  Cobblers  were  practically  free  from  disease.      Fully  ^Ofc  of  plants  in  the 
Eickox-PiUTisey  Triumph  plot  had  leaf  roll  and  mosaic.    The  Cobblers  from  this 
f irm ;^SS^?ss  to  date  show  no  disease. 

Our  plots  on  Aroostook  St^-te  Farm  were  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  again  this 
week.    Very  little  disease  could  be  fo^and  in  stock  entered  for  certification 
since  the  last  roguing. 

The  writer  plans  to  leave  tomorrow  for  Fredericton,  N.  B.      The  potato 
section  along  the  Bay  of  Chalen  and  some  sections  of  Prince  Edward  Island  will 
be  visited  on  this  trip^ 

(F,  M.  Lombard). 

Fres^ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  August  11^  19^3' 

During  the  past  week  the  time  has  been  taken  up  with  sompleting  the  po- 
tato breeding  work,  securing  records  of  the  time  of  blooimng  and  getting  des- 
criptive notes  of  the  plants  in  the  seedling  plots.    An  examination  of  a  few  of 
the  crosses  indicates  that  good  results  have  been  secured  in  this  phrase  of  the 
work. 


The  prospects  continue  favorable  for  a  good  potato  crop.    Raying  ia  nearly 
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finished.     The  cro'p  is  light  in  this  section  this  year  and  the  itiality  of  much 
of  it  is  poor  because  of  the  dcurage  by  rain  at  the  time  of  cutting  . 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

South  Dakota  Notes^  Au2?jst  13.  1925* 

Wednesday,  i^ugv.st  8,  was  spent  with  Dr ,  A.  T.  Evans  of  the  South  Daicota 
Agricultm-al  College  inspecting  potato  fields  to  the  east  and  north  of  Lrooking. 
Some  fairly  good  seed  slock  was  noted.      A  heavy  rain  overlook  us  at  Estelline 
shortly  after  5  "00  P.  M.  which  prevented  our  reaching  Ra-y+'i  tliat  night.  Pro- 
gress over  giuDDo  dirt  roads  in  the  morning  proved  to  be  a  rather  slow  proposi- 
tion but  we  finallj'  reached  Hayti  where  County  Agent  Tofipkins  joined  us  in  the 
iuc^pooti on  of  a.  good  field  of  Irish  Ccoblers.     Some  spindle  tuber  plants  were 
fcunrl  and  considerable  interest  was  ta'^en  in  this  new  disease  by  Dr,  Evans,  tfx , 
l';;o.:iipkins  and  the  grower.    In  a  cornparati vely  short  time  all  present  were  able 
to  iden'i^i-fy  affected  plants  q.ulte  as  accurately  as  the  vvriter.    The  chief  po^  at 
of  interest  in  this  matter  is  tha/':  of  the  occucrence  of  the  disease  in  the 
"Middle  West"  as  it  indicates  a  rather  widesp;:ead  distribution  and  the  prob- 
abili-^y  fnat  it  has  toen  present  in  sesdstork  foi-  a  number  of  years.    The  whole 
of  the  o-r-o:'nvcr,  was  spent  .mi  the  examination  of  potato  fields  in  Hamlin  County c 
The  varictio!?  o': rc.  of  ...rish  Cobbler^  'iViuicph  and  Early  Ohio.      Some  spindle 

tuber  diseas'^-  w-^ts  noted  in  the  Early  Ohio  and  Triumph  and  in  Spaulding  Hose  in- 
spected the  day  previous  but:the  percentage  of  recognizable  plants  was  not  as 
large  as  in  the  Irish  Cobbler. 

On  Friday  m.0L''ning  we  drove  to  Watertov/n  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  rof  the  South  Dakota  3eed  Pototc  Gr>v^ers '  Association.  A 
field  of  Early  Ohio  potatoes  was  inspsctec.  aLc:ng  the  'way.    The  Seed  Potato 
Certification  work  is  handled  by  the  Seed  Po'cat-o  L-i;' owyj-: s Association  in  co- 
operation with  the  Agricailtural  College;  the  ac  .ual  inspection  being  made  by 
Dr.  Evans.     The  ce,:  •■,i;-'icavion  r;R^s  are  issued  by  the  association  and  all  fees 
collected  and  administered  by  them. 

The  South  Dakota  potato  crop  will  be  much  smaller  this  year  than  last. 
The  shortage  this  y.f-.a:?  is  due  ;-.o  a  ;.'ed'.icMon  in  acreage  rather  tha.n  to  a  poor 

crop.  As  a  whole  "ohe  crox)  is  in  a  se/l;iofactory  condition,  and.  some  good  yields 
are  in  sight.  There  is,  liov'bver,  some  indication  of  eecond  growth  in  the  E£trly 
Ohio  which  the  grov^er  is  inclined  to  regard  with  considerable  concern.  Slight 
damage  was  noted  in  soxe  fields  f:.'om  the  loaf  hopper.  No  comniercial  fertilizer 
is  used  on  the  crop  a,nd  little  if  any  barnya.rd  iranu^e*  Pigeon  grass  or  fo:-tail 
was  rather  too  ab"andc.i-it  in  some  of  the  potato  fields.' 

(Wm«  Stuart). 

Minnesota  Notes.  Augu.st  13,.  192  5. 

Potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Pipestone  wore  inspected  on  Saturday. 
Early  Ohio  is  the  leading  variety  grown;  but  a  few  "Russet  Kural  and  Green  Moun- 
tain potatoes  were  noted.    Howard.  Jonas  of  Wood.stock  and  Henry  McZeon  of  Pipe- 
stone are  growing  2^5  acres  q1"  Earl.y  Ohio  and  Green  Mountains  at  Woodstock. 
They  have  shipped  3  carloads  of  I;ai; ly  Ohio  to  the  Chicago  market  and  their 
first  car  topped  the  market,  selling  at  $1.85  P©^  cw'<i^    The  second  car  brought 
$1»78  per  cwt.      Some  cut  in  acreage  has  been  made  In  this  section. 


Monday  forenoon,  or  rather  until  2:00  ?,  M,  was  devoted  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  ¥t  ,  Krantz's  potato  breeding  plot  at  University  Farm,  St.  Paul  and  in 
looking  over  300  acres  of  Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph,  Early  Ohio  and  Ivusset  Burbank 
growing  on  peat  soil  some  12  Hiiles  north  of  the  Twin  Cities.    This  is  a  brand 
new  development  under  the  leadership  of  Verne  Steward  of  Minneapolis.  The 
chief  interest  in  this  project,  at  least  to  the  writer,  is  that  practically 
all  of  this  land  was  plowed,  fitted  and  planted  between  :^y  20  and  June  20  and 
that  the  crop  has  not  had  an  implement  of  any  sort  in  it  since  it  was  planted. 
Another  point  of  interest  connected  with  this  enterprise  is  th^at  of  the  appli- 
cation of  chemical  fertilizers.    No  nitrogen  has  been  applied  and  a  relatively 
small  amount  of  high  grade  phosphate.     In  the  case  of  potash  iVir.  Steward  has 
p/'oceeded  on  the  assumption  that  if  large  yields  are  to  be  secured,  heavy  ap- 
plications of  potash  are  necessary.      In  one  test  plot  to  which  1200  lbs.  of 
muriate  of  potash  per  acre  had  oeen  applied  thie  vine  growth  was  so  heavy  that 
it  was  impossiole  to  tell  where  the  rows  were.    It  is  proposed  next  season  to 
fertilize  a  series  of  plots  with  potash  beginning  with  a  200  lb,  application 
and  increasing  200  lbs.  until  a  2000  iD.  application  is  reached.    Mr,  Steward 
says  he  wants  to  find  out  the  limit  of  profitable  use  of  potash 

Present  indications  are,  that  notwithstanding  the  latere  ss  of  plant- 
ing of  a  considerable  portion  of  this  acreage,  the  yield  is  going  to  be  heavy. 
The  only  possible  curtailment  of  the  crop  will  be  from  an  early  frost, 

(Wm.  Stxiart), 


Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  Augv^t  17.  192.3. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  hot  and  sultry,  the  humidity 
being  very  intense.      Today,  however,  is  ctuite  cool  with  a  heavy  rain  which 
has  been  falling  steadily  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 


¥t.  Peacock  has  been  busy  out  at  Arlington  Farm  all  week  digging 
potatoes,  etc. 


(Adah  W.  Greene) , 
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Greeley.  Colcrado  ITotes.  Augnast  20.  . 

Cool  weather  has  prsvailed  d"a7;ing  txie  greater" part,  cf  the  past  week^ 
The  rairj-Tall  has  been  heavy  for  time  of  the  year,  l,l6  having  fallen  cvv- 

ing  trie  weeic.    There  is  every  3.nd?-Caticn  thai  the  Gr-eelsy  distric  t  will  pro  ^ 
duce  a  norml  crop  of  potatoes  tms  j-ea^,      xh";  vyri'cer  oelie-'es  tha.t  nho-^ld 
the  heav^/  ra-ins  corxtinue  the  ci  op  vvill  he  somev/hav  in^'Ared       the  larvae  of 
the  pota"^o  flea  beetle,  an  injtjry  which  is  c-omjculy  t-eimed  in  the  Greeley  dis- 
trict "worm  track" „      It  has  heen  ol'Se-:-ved  h^xe  in  forme''  years  tha':-  tnis  in- 
jmy  is  more  coirmon  in  iubors  g-rowi'.  in  we';  s>pil,    Q?he  flea  beetle  larvae  also 
appear  to  prefer  the  heavier  soils  to  che  ligh-..  sa.ndy  soils. 

The  McCloud  3ros-  report  that  their  TTiiaTiphs  ai'o  making  a  yield  of  l60 
sacks  per  acre^    Mos'i:  of  the  early  potatoes  ra"re  nci.  yielded  over        or  6C 
sacks  per  acre.    L'cCloud  bought  their  seed  of       A.  Forsling  of  B-uBhnell,  ITdbr- 
and  tliBy  claim  that  '^his  yearns  yields  has  demonstrated  the  vs-lne  of  securing 
a  high  yielding  strain  of  'frinirphs »    It  is  "believed. that  other  gr  owers  of  their 
section  will  profit  oy  the  McCloud  Bros,  experience  of  this  year= 

■p         (W.  C.  Edmunds on). 

?resH-a.e  Isle,  I'^ine  I7ote^_.  A;agnst  18._^1923. 

The  work  at  the  present  time  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  taking  of  de- 
scriptive notes  on  the  sesdJ-ings  and  the  final  rcgirtng  of  the  diseased  plants. 
There  are  iuixe  a  number  of  the  newer  seedlings  which  so  far  h^ve  been  practi- 
cally free  from  disease.     It  is  hoped  that  this  condition  proves  to  be  actual 
resistance. 

T.hu  c-Iiie-i  even's  c:i'  the  ^ic st  wve'is  \vs.ii  t.h:)  :ii3f^^ing  cf  the  ¥Alas  ? nii.to 
Gi'ovvers''  '^zclangs  ac  Aroostook  Fai-m  on  Thiursdej/,    'f h?-  forenoon  v;as  sperr-.-  in 
looking  over  the  eiqpe^imen-fcal  plot-s-^    %n  i:he  afte.rnoor;  tlr^jre  were  speeches  by 
Dr.  W,  J,  f^orse,  Llrector  of  the  Maine  Experiment  Station;  Frof.  T.,  C<.  Johuson 
of  the  Virg-^rria  Tri,--.ck  Eirperiment  Station  and  lilr .  Hickey  of  the  Oonnecticat 
Cooperative  Tobacco  Growers^  Association,     Iz  is  estimated  that  nearly  150-J 
persons  were  present.    Ifcch  interest  was  shown  in  the  es.perimental  work  which 
is  being  carried  on  at  this  station. 

(C.  F,  Clark)^ 

New_Br_-unswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  Notes.  Au^us t^l^ _  1 92^^ 

The  writer  left  FresQne  Isle,  ?&ino,  by  autoraobilej  I'-aesday,  August  Ik, 
for  Fredericton,  N.  Be,  by  way  of  Ft.  Fai.i^field;  CentervillSj  'S.  3o,  Floi'e  ice- 
fille  and  Woodstock,        P.      The  party  consisted  of  IJiTc  Clarence  Powers,  ¥::^ 
Tom  Houghton,  ¥x .  S«  Nightingale  and  son-in-law,  Mr,  Stanley  Wav.ham,  all  cf 
Ft.  Fairfield,  and  the  writer. 

The  seed  stock  on  Mr.  Zoughton's  farm  was  inspected  first.     Some  Prince 
Edward  Island  Mountains  were  foiind  to  be  practically  free  from  d.iseasr^o    ¥j:  ^ 
Houghton  also  fcas  some  very  good  Cobblers  and  Spa.uiding  Rose  #4=    A  stop  was 
trade  at  Mars  Hill  for  diriner.    Potatoes  through  this  section  are  very  poor 
this  season.    The  next  stop  was  made  in  Centerville  where  a  permit  to  travel 
was  obtained  from  the  Canadian  official.      We  then  proceeded  to  Florenceville 
where  Vx.  Powers  has  a  large  faa-m.    About  ^%  mosaic  was  found  in  the  Mountains 
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and  a  scall  per  cent  of  blackleg  in  the  Cooblers. 

■j 

The  next  stvop  was  in  Frederic von,  where  we  put  Tip  for  the  night. 
began  raining  d-oring  the  night  a-nd  ccntirraed  all  day  Wednesday.    We  visiter 
the  Experiirental  Farm  a.b out  10      clock  unt  were  ^iaable  to  go  over  e-nj  of  xha 
experirrental  work.     It  wa?  still  raining  after  lunch  and  it  was    hc-::^-iiK  ad- 
visable i;o  push    on  and  irake  MuTjOt.cn  thar-  night.    Fmiu  ?'?;;7iCton  we  drove  to 
Cape  'rornientines  catching  the  aftsrmoii  Loat  for  Borton.      Vve  reached  Sigrrjr.e' 
side  aDOut  o  o'clock. 

The  next  itorniug  v^e  inspected  a  90  acre  field  of  Green  Mountains  cn 
the  faro  cf         Frank  Mclvers  at  Kengcra.    Mr*,  McZvers  uses  about  a  ton  Cv"!" 
feri:ilizer  to  the  ac-e.    The  vine  growth  was  exception^-lly  large  for  the 
Island.    A  srcall  per  cent  of  mosaic  and  blackleg  was  in  this  field.    Thsr  ext 
field  visited  was  that  of  iV2'^  Scales  at  Freetown-     Itk .  Scales  has  abc-ri  IJO 
acres  of  potatoes,  part  of  which  axe  Gobblers,    Hhe  Mo-antains  nm  2%  of  mosa-ic 
and  the  Cobblers  2  to  ^  blackleg.    Pally  S%  of  the  plants  t£.ve  been  pulled 
in  two  roguings. 

About  4  miles  ^rom  Freetown  v;e  looked  e.t  Green  Mountains  and  Cobbler.-- 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  0.  C.  Craig^    Very  little  mosaic  or  blackleg  could  be  fc-cnd 

From  this  point  we  went  to  Char lottet own.    We  were  uria:?le  to  find  the 
secretary  of  che  association.  ¥ir ^  W„  Boulter,  so  returned  to  Borton  byway  of 
Victoria^  stopping  at  Augustin  Cove  to  inspect-  the  stock  of  the  McFadg:"n  Bros. 
ld^';ard  McFadgin  has  a  100  acre  field  of  Cooblers  from  which  fully  IC'I  cf  the 
plants  h=_ve  been  rogu:ed.>    There  is  from  2  ^-o  3fo  blackJ.eg  still  in  the-  fi-O.d. 
Joha  McFadgin  has  about  2^  acres  of  Oob'i^-ler.s  \"'hxich  carry  iP.^  of  blacklc-,^  and 
2<  cf  mcsaic.    This  yyas  the  on2.y  field  inspected  on  the  whole  trip  tlmt  liad 
any  aphids  to  speak  of. 

Borton  was  reached  e.bout  G  o'clock,  where  vvsspsnt  the  night.     In  the 
morning  we  took  the  boat  for  Ca.-po  'i.'orrr.ont.lna„      No  stock  wa^  inspected  •■.n 
Sack^^ille  as      .  F,  L.  Estab?ook.  who  co.vit.rols  the  ba-lc  of  the  stock  in  this 
section,  was  away,      ^2hB  next  stop  was  in  Fre.lerr  ctcn  at  7^30. 

S-i2id-?y  mcrni;Tg  we  went  ever  ^r.e  strain  tes'-  on  t.h-*  F-qjerimental  Farm 
very  carefuJ.ly.  Soire  lots  were  f.-es  fi-om  dlsecvss  while  otxiors  rm  from  2% 
to  33^. 

The  most  striking  thing  about  the  Ccbolers  on  Trince  Edward  Island  is 
the  absence  of  any  lor..g  tubers.    Not  one  tr'bor  vvas  fo-irrjd  in  the  hundreds 
hiLlls  examined  thiat  was  not  round  and  -crue  oo  type-      An  "oni'cr iunat e  thir.sj 
however,  is  the  large  cimo-ont  of  blackleg  in  practically  all  of  the  fieldsT 

We  left  Fredericton  at  10  o'clock  stopping  in  Woodstock  for  dirjier. 
Fres^ue  Isle  was  reached  at  M-  o- clock. 


(i-',  M,  Lombard). 

Wisconsin  Notes,.  August  IS.  iq2j. 

Tuesday,  August  14-,  was  devoted  to  the  recording  of  diseased  plant.- 
in  the  4-8  Triumph  strains  under  cooperative  test  at  the  Spooner  Branch  S■..^tion, 
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Spooner,  Wisconsin;  x,he  U  strains  of  Early  CIu  o  and  the  7  lo'*"'S  of  Irish 
Cobblers.      A  hast;y  inspection  of  tne  Green  Moixritain  and  Rural  strains  under 
test  was  also  rrade  but  no  disease  co-onts  were  atternpted.    A  few  strains  of 
Hr- r,::xr)h  were  four^d  to  be  apparen+'.ly  free  from  mosaic' while  a  few  others  showed 
fi'cm       1.0  50  per  cent,  infscted  plants  =    No  mosaic  could  be  detected  in  eicher 
the  Early  Ohio  or  Irish  Cobbler  strains. 

The  Trl"iinph  and  Green  Moiin.tain  plants  were  showing  unroistable  evidences 
of  inj\-u-y  from  the  3e\^ere  dt  ou.ghv.  v-hich  pr.e-^ailed  in  that  sect/ion.     In  the 
case  of  the  1i-i-iimphs  tne  l-^aves  began  to  wilt  in  tht;  early  pi^rt  of  the  day 
and  by  the  nuddle  of  the  afternoon  ""-hey  h-^d  a  d'lst inc'''.iy  droopy  appearance. 
Sain  wa=;  badly  needed,  on  the  d.ate  rtent  lonwd  and  unless  abur.dant  moisture  is 
available  to  the  plants  vvii-,hin  a  few  days  se>;ious  injury  will  resiolt.  I:" 
uG-"ial  the  Itoal  plants  showed  least  injrry  from  drough-  w5th  Early  Ohio,  Xrish 
Cobbler,  IV.iiiiiph  and  Green  Iv^.KTrj.tain..  folloving  in  the  order  me-nti  oned <,  '_he 
re<i-;0i:-  why  TriMirph.s  were  showr.ng  less  injury  than  Green  Mountains  is  tho-.igh* 
to  be  due  to  the  fact  ^hat  they  were  p] anted  about  k  weeks  later  and  had, there- 
fore, nob  ai rived  at  the  most  sujcsx^ I'.ihle  stage  in  their  aevelopment  to  be 
injured  by  heat  and  droughv. , 

Just  after  the  .VTiter  'srB.d.  cnmpletod  his  note  ta-king  he  wag  joined  by 
Mr-  L\  Van  Br'ont  of  Sou'-haaipt on,   (Long  islar.d)  New  Yoxt,  who  had  spsn"^.  a  few 
days  with  the  Wisconsin  potabo  g-'owers  o).i  cheir  e.nnaa.1  field  tour.  According 
to  this  gentleman  the-  pcta'^o  cx-op  in  Wfsccnsiln  is  spotty;  that  is,  the  crop 
is  p;ood  m  seme  sections  a;...'.d  poor  in  othersc    The  Warrjaca  district,  ov  cen- 
tral portion  of  ths  c>tats,  is  reported  to  be  p.iiff e:-.-ing  f.rom  drought  while  in 
some  of  th-z>  northei-n  ccunrdes  rams  have  been  sufficiently  fre^iije  nt  co  keep 
the  plants  in  a  hpal-;hy,  growing  ccnrUt j. on.      It  Is      ■■•ixi'..':ed,by  those  who 
are  in  a  poKilon  to  knov^  th>3.-i-  the  Wisconsin  po-;it.o  crop  as  a  v?hole  will  not 
be  as  large  as  has  Deen  predicted. 

ThvO  plots  on  the  Spnouer  Branch  Station  have  .re.:;eived  excellent  cul- 
tural care  th:.s  sr^a^ori.,     The.y  were  p-racticaliy  free  'from  the  Colorado  potato 
bf:otli.^.  and  we-.e  or-.ly  slightly  inf espied  with  x;he  potato  leaf  hopper.    A  few- 
plant  liC3  were  noted. 

(Wra,  Stuart 

On  Thursday,  August  if.,  the  writer  was  priv>loj;;ed  to  attend  bhe  last 
day  sessions  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  iv!:i"..v,:Lga.a  Fo'cs.to  G-rovv'/.-^?  Sxche.....ge 
held  et  Cadillac Aiig^ast  i^-l^.     At  thf^  p■.'ev^ou■s  daj's  mootii:?:  -.■be  Exchange 
presented  a  report,  covering  the  first  half  dor.adc-i  of  its  e.;cis ■:  TT.ce ..  During 
the  see.son  of  1^22-^2}.  the  Exchange  liand-led  29^:2  carloads  of  por.atoes  or  a.  gain 
over  thn  previous  season's  busmntss  of  kSij  cars.. 

The  market  prices  for  the  year  jnst  closed  averaged,  according  to 
General  Manager,  C,  C.  Wells,  60  per  cent  of  those  obtained  the  previcu'j  year. 
Despite  the  unfavorable  conditions  the  Sxcl^angs  v?as  able  to  incicase  its  re- 
serve fund  from  $U2, COO-CO  to  $50,000.00  and  still  f^r.  a  surplus  of  $lG,i400.00 
to  be  prorated  back  to  the  local  associationyo    Mr.  Wells-  report  showed  that 
eight  more  shipping  associations  had  used  the  £>:change>  sales  service  than  in 
the  previous  season  . 
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Ser3.oxis  consideraticn  was  given  to  price  diserimj.nationagainst  Michigan 
potai-  oes  in  several  of  the  large  terminal  rnarkets.  ilTt  was  reported  that  d"ur- 
ir.£'  the  heaviest  shipping  se^so:\  this  past  yea.r  this  discriminatioi:  r.?ngc;d 
fron  30  to  UO  cent:s  a  .sack  e^ri  sometiires  as  high  as  75  to  ^0  cents.    The  aver- 
age diccrinination  fcr  th3  ^"'n'P.e  Reason  vves  es:vir:ated  by  some  neicbers  a."  J)Ci 
a  sack.    On  "/IxJs  biy-is  th-;  •oral  io?-;-  eas'.  .^-irod growers 
for  t-ho  ^.^sasor  n^z  nor'?  tha.-;  r,.  mil]  ion  d-xLl?^v? »    Strips  are  heir.g  taken  to  re- 
move th:^;  discri^'dnation  I  v  hetvor  gracing  ^x.l  Lardlli^g  ::.eth-!d3^     Sone  doubt 
was  ex^^tesced  as  'l-^-  tn^}  adv.l-aoili'^  y        oortii;ai:3~  tc  c-'-ai:  oh^i  RiiS??io  Rural 
(Fetc  siffcv)  va:riety       p^:tr,tc.    "i  is  ;;;.:alrrted  that  v>:?i  tociUv if H;cideri  skin  ox 
the  Hu-"  r^et  E.vii'al  whexri  a^v-.i;  b-sc'racF      tam^;'^^..-;'^  ^-^PP-  'y  c    o storage  which 
very  ira^^eiially  iesoijas  it-a  ah ^va;^■ci"/ev: Bis  w  -:;^  pl^cia^d  on  cro  rr^arkst..  Fa\ili:,' 
storsgf;  ventij.aiii on  '.^ac  S'-aggasied  a^i  th:5  .:au::c  Ci:'  loss  of  Drigh/t  color  of  sktn 
in  storage^ 

Ai-er  the  clo<::e  of  the  ISrch^-ng-  inoeting  th".se  planning  to  attend  tiie 
Potato  Field  To"i;,r  on  Tii'la-y  drove  to  Heed  Gir-r  and  ths  following  forenoon  Xn- 
spected  potato  fis-ds  x:.i  th^t  ''icinity,.     In  tits  a:;t3rnoor  the  partj^  di'ove  'ro 
Earryton  where  vwo  esptiCially  goci  fields  of  Subset  j£:t-^:3<13  were  inspected,  as 
well  as  a  couple  of  pot.a-o  warehoa^^'es -    T'kc  day  v/as  -closed  xvith  an  evening 
session  at  which  short  addr-^s '^.eo  vvsre  ^ar^e  >■/  MetT^rs--  Wesc^ii  and  Harmon  of  the 
Michigan  Agrio-oltura-l  Gollsge;  Comitj  AP,snt,        Johtis'^  of  Wexford  County;  State 
Farm  Bvjreau  organizer,  Mr^  Billings  of  Hint,  Miclx'ga,n,  and  the  writer. 

Droughty  ccnditiors  prevail  thrcugh-ru;'  tlie  area  visited  and  unless  rain 
falls  v/ithfn  a  week  o.v  t.^n  .lay-^  \,y:p:  '£-00  Vt-ill  oe  very  niarexially  reduced;  in 
fact..  sj^„ny  fielde  w^re  not*.id  fAOin  Lht'  car  window  that  already  showed  prerrature 
ripenfng  of  the  plants  = 

Farther  north;  as  for  exaisple.  Traverse  City,  Petoskey,  Charlevoix  and 
Cheboygan,  more  rain  has  occurred  and  the  crop  is  looking  uTuch  better. 

(v7iii,  Stuart). 

Washington,        C.  Notes-  August  17.  1923.. 

Last  Saturday  and  S'onday  it  was  extremely  hot.    An  electrical  storm 
in  the  early  part  of  Svaiday  evening  cooled  the  atmosphere  and  since  the?!  it 
has  been  much  cooler.    A  general  r.ainstor.n  started  Thursday  evening  and  there 
are  no  signs  of  clearing  this  evcn-..^ng-. 

Most  of  the  writer's  time  fc*"  this  wio.^  -^as  been  spent  in  ha.'  -"e>' ing 
the  secord  planting  and  grading    and  vvv';ighJ.-a the  pctatoea  of  the  firs:,  and 
second  plantings  at  Arlington  Farm,  Var        X.ia  third  Ic^  will  be  harvested 
next  week. 

It  seems  that  the  writer  was  probably  too  has'oy  in  drawing  conclivsion 
about  the  poor  germination  of  the  pota-tce-?  planoel  on  Arlington  Fai'i:.,  J'lily  17- 
18  being  due  to  fertilizer  injury-     I'here  is  another  factor  involved.  The  Iris.. 
CobDlers.ESrly  Chios,  Hurals,  Husset  Surals,  a^'id  southern  Nev*  Jersey  second 
crop  Green  Mountains  germinated  95  F©^  cent  ,    The  northern  Green  Mountains  ■ 
used  in  the  storage  experiment  have  germinated  less  th^an  6I  per  cent. 


(W.  Mc  Peacock). 
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WasMngt  on.  D.  C.  Notes.  .■;  Auguct  24,  19^3 . 

The  weather  has  been  tmusijally  variable  diiring  the  las-,'/  week,  Wednesday 
being  the  coolest  day  for  August  22  for  30  years*    A  few  light  showers  accom- 
i;.anied  this  cool  vjeather ,    At  present  there  is  sufficient  soil  moisture  to  pro-- 
riiote  good  vegetation  growth  in  tMs  vicinity. 

The  third  planting  of  potatoes  at  Arlington  Farm  were  harvested  and 
graded  this  week-    "These  were  planted  May  l6.    The  draught  ca-ne  before  these 
got  well  started,  conses^uontly  ohe  yield  was  not  near?.y  r,o  good  as  those 
planted  the  latter  part  of  March  and  the  middle  of  April. 

Notes  have  oeen  taken  on  the  late  planting.    Mosaic  and  leaf  roll  ex- 
pressions are  just  oeginning  to  appear.    More  mosaic  was  noted  on  the  Green 
Mountains  than  the  Irish  Cobblers  but  the  leaf  roll  is  more  prevalent  in  the 
Irish  Cobblers  than  in  the  Green  Mountains. 

The  potato  market  strengthened  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  and  since 
than  has  remained  firm.    For  the  last  two  weeks  New  Jersey  had  led  in  car  lot 
shipments*  Idaho  and  Long  Island  seem  to  be  competing  for  second  place  with 
Minnesota  next  in  the  lead.    On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  Irish  Cobblers  in  New 
Jersey  were  selling  for  $k,^Q  per  I50  lb.  sack  f.  0,  b.  shipping  point ;Giants 
$3. 55- $3. 90  per  sack. 


(W.  M.  Peacock), 


f 


! 


T  H  F  ? 


mEKJ:f  poT''/rc  eullftin 


of  the  ■ 

OrnCF  OF  HO^.TICULTU^J^L  %  t^olIOLCGI  3 "  L  I       ST  I  GAT  IONS 


1^0©  8  1  192S 


The  :iiatsrial  contained  herein  is  net  for  publication  except  by 
perTiissicn  froffi  the  Office  of  Hort iculturi-l  jnd  Pcaclocrical  Investisaticns,- 


r 


G-realey.  Colcrado  Notes_^ 


1923 


Cool,  cloudy  weather  prevailed  diu'ing  the  greater  part  of  the  ".veek. 
Tuesday  .83  cf  an  inch  of  rain  fell.      The  rain  was  accompanied  in  this  section 
with  hail,  which  caused  sonce  dairage  to  the  crop.    Beans  which  were  being  gra^n 
for  the  canning  fa-ctory  were  injui'ed  to  such  an  extent  that  they  cannot  "be 
canned. 


The  soil  contains  too  iiruch  moist-ure  for  good  growing  conditions  and  it 
is  believed  the  type  and  Quality  of  the  tubers  will  be  injured  should  the  pres- 
ent conditions  continue . 

Some  early  blight  is  sprea^ding  from  the  early  plantings  of  potato  onto 
the  late  crop,  out  little  dairage  is  ezpsct-ed  on  the  late  crop  from  this  disease. 

Frof.  Stuart;  H.  0.  Werner^  Extension  Hortlc-oiturist  of  Neb^ka;  f*. 
Taylor  of  the  Burlington  Saiiroad;  August  Gadekin  and  G*  A.  Forsling,  of  Bush  - 
nell,  Nebraska,  were  visiters  at  the  Station  Saturday^    The  morning  was  spent 
in  inspecting  the  cultural  plots,  while  the  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  di- 
sease plot  work  of  Dr.  ^.^cMillan, 

Prof.  Stuart  and  the  writer  leave  today  for  Carbondale  to  irspect  the 
seed  improvement  plots  which  are  being  grown  on  the  Sweet  Seed  Fariu. 

(W.  C.  Edmundson). 

Pres4ue  Isle.  ?v.aine  Notes  August  2S.  ,  192"5.. 

The  final  roguing  of  diseased  plants  from  the  seedling  and  variety  plats 
h^s  been  completed  and  additional  notes  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week. 

The  weather  has  been  unusually  cold  for  this  time  of  the  year  though 
no  frosts  of  any  consequence  have  been  observed.  Enough  rain  has  fallen  to 
furnish  siufficient  moisture  for  the  development  of  crops. 

Two  carloads  of  potatoes  are  reported  to  have  been  shipped  from  this  sec- 
tion.   The  price  was  $3'5C»  per  barrel  and  the  yield  90  barrels  per  acre.  The 
growers  are  feeling  quite  cheerful  over  the  prospects  of  good  yields  and  prices. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

PresQ.ue  Isle,  I/aine  Notes.  August  27.  1923. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  cold  with  light  frosts  in 
low  places.      Grain  is  ripening  fast  and  a  few  farmers  have  harvested  oats. 

A  number  of  potatoes  growers  have  harvested  Irish  Cobblers.    The  vines 
are  still  green;  the  tubers  are  not  oature  resulting  in  a  great  deal  of  skinning 
and  bruising. 

are  continuing  spraying  operations  on  our  plots  although  to  date  no 
late  blight  has  been  found,  even  in  our  unsprayed  plot . 


The  writer  was  in  Ashland  Saturday  and  took  notes  on  the  plot  on  the 
Weaver  farm.    Ho  mosaic  plants  -Aere  found  this  week.    Some  rhizoctonia  and  spindle 
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tuber  plants  were  removed  from  the  Tuber  Index  plot. 


Never  in  the  history  of  Aroostook  State  Farm  has  there  boen  as  mu'ir 
erest  shown  in  the  experiitental  work  as  during  the  past  season.    This  Intercast 
is  due,  in  part,  to  the  recLuirencents  of  the  inspectors  that  it  is  up  vo  ----^J-^^ 
farmer  to  do  his  roguing  if  his  field  carries  too  much  disease  to  jass  cerv^i.fi- 
cation. 

Aphids  both  pink  and  green  are  quite  m^merous,  in  fact,  some  fields  are 
badly  infested. 

(F.  M.  Lombard), 

Nebraska  Notes.  A-jgust . 26^.  13g5^^ 

The  annual  western  Nebraska  potato  tour  which  was  held  August  21-2^- 
proved  to  be  of  unusual  inter es'^.  to  those  v.'ho  were  priTJleged  to  attend*  The 
writer  joined  the  to-'jr  at  an  early  hour  Ty.esday,  Aup;a=^t  21,  at  Crawford.  Ow5.ng 
to  a  considerable  rainfall  diii  iug  vt'o  r.iight  end  a  dz-izallr-g  rain  dtr  Ing  the  icre- 
nccn  the  2k  mile  run  to  the  first  potato  field,  sohsduled  for  inspection,  was 
made  under  some  difficulties  over  the  sl-».ppevy  dirt;  roads.    The  firot  stop  was 
nade  at  the  farm  of  Tom  Mvj,dcoii  of  Dav^ew  Ccuz<:cy.    At  this  place  we  w  ere  met  by 
Chadron  and  Hemingford  growers  and  by  se^^eral  parties  from  Kimball  County,  who 
had  driven  from  IJO  to  180  miles  to  see  v7hai;  Dawes  County  potato  growers  were 
producing.    On  the  Muldoon  farm  those  present  had  an  opportunity  of  studying 
sample  lots  of  potatoes  of  all  the  strains  of  seed  certified  in  1922.    These  lots 
had  been  assembled  and  planted  under  the  direction  cf  Mr,  Werner  in  order  that 
they  might  be  closely  observed  throughout  the  growing  season  for  tte  presence 
of  diseases.    Owing  to  an  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  in  western  Nebraska  during 
the  1923  growing  season  and  a  rather  low  teixperature,  together  with  a  much  high- 
er percentage  of  cloudy  weather,  it  has  been  possible  to  get  fairly  accurate 
and  dependable  mosaic  readings.    As  might  be  expected  som^e  of  these  strains  of 
Triumph  seed  stock  were  rather  severely  affected  with  mosaic  while  others  were 
either  entirely  free  from  it  or  relatively  so.    In  addition  to  the  tests  men- 
tioned there  were  also  experimiental  plantings  of  Triumph  seed  stock  containing 
various  ppprcentages  of  mosaic-    A  20  mile  run  from  the  Muldoon  farm  brought  the 
party  to  the  farm  of  Carl  Tollman  where  a  picnic  dinner  was  served  followed  by  a 
short  program  in  which       L.  Tiebout  of  Eaton  Houge,  La..;  prof»       M,  Harr-i.ngtcn 
of  the  Montana  Agricultural  Colle^a,  H.  0,  Wernei-  of  the  Nebraska  Ssperimeni: 
Station;  the  writer,  and  several  others,  made  brief  talks.    In  the  afternoon 
a  number  of  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  fr!ar.=?land  were  visited.    The  night 
was  spent  at  Alliance  and  the  follo-vring  day  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  potato 
fields  in  Box  Eutte  County.    The  first  farm  visited  was  that  of  Didk  O'Bannon's 
where  an  80  acre  field  of  Triumphs  were  inspected.      Out  next  stop  was  at  the 
ISO  acre  Triumph  field  of  O'Eannon  &  Rusts.      The  plants  in  this  field  were 
larger  and  more  vigorous  than  in  the  first  field  and  were  al-so  freer-  from  weeds, 
four  other  fields  were  visited  as  the  party  proceeded  north  to  Hemingford. 

In  the  afternoon  the  party  proceeded  south  stopping  at  seveia  1  fields 
along  the  way  back  to  Alliance.    After  a  brief  stop  all  those  intending  to  attend 
the  tour  in  Scottsbluff  County  departed  for  Scott sb?uuff  some  56  miles  distant. 
Thursday  was  devoted  to  the  inspecfcion  of  pots-to  fields  in  the  cou^itry  inclv.ding 
the  potato  investigations  being  conducted  at  the  Experiment  Farm  northwest  of 
Scottsbluff.    On  the  farm  of  F.  J.  Kaufman  the  party  had  an  opportunity  of  study- 
the  relative  merits  of  dry  land  and  irrigated  seed  stock  and  of  the  value  of  an 
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alfalfa  sod  in  potato  culture.    The  M.  G.  Wilson  farm  furnished,  an  excellent 
demonstration  of  the  value  of  sweet  clover  as  a  soil  builder.    A  crop  of  pota- 
toes was  being  grown  on  land  which  raised  a  grain  crof^  last  year  and  which  at 
time  of  arovang  the  grain  was  seeded  down  with  white  ciover .    After  the  grain 
■was  removed  sufficient  revenue  was  derived  from  the  sweet  clover  pasturage  by 
horses  to  pay  for  the  fencinggof  the  crop  and  the  swefit  clover  seed  used.  This 
spring  the  sweet  clover  was  allcvved  to  grow  until  the' land  was  plowed  and  plant- 
ed to  potatoes  in  June=     So  r^ny  interesting  studies  are  under  way  at  the  Ex- 
periment Farm  that  space  only  permits  of  a  brief  mention  of  those  which  most 
forcibly  inpressed  the  writer.    These  are  as  follows: —    Dry  land  versus  irri- 
gated seed;  Studies  in  the  transmission  of  various  seed  borne  diseases;  size  of 
seed  experiment;  rate  of  planting  experiment,  etc.    These  studies  are  being  con- 
ducted under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Werner,    Some  interesting  crop  rotation 
studies  conducted  by  Sv^ierintendent  Holden  in  which  potatoes,  corn,  and  beets 
figure  as  the  row  crops  and  oats  and  alfalfa  as  the  grain  and  h^y  crops  were  a 
source  of  great  interest  to  the  potato  growers. 

A  number  of  potato  fields  in  Kimball  County  were  visited  on  Friday  and 
some  excellent  and  some  extremely  poor  stock  noted.    Gus  Fors ling's  certified 
Triumphs,  west  of  Kimball,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interestir^ fields  visit- 
ed during  the  day  .    JJo  eff  oi  t  is  spared  by  the  Forsling  famdly  to  remove  all 
diseased  plants  from  the  field  during  the  growing  season  .    Mention  should  also 
be  made  of  W.  W.  Ghiamber Iain's  and  Augxist  Gadegen's  Triunphs. 

As  a  result  of  our  four  day's  inspection  trip  of  potato  fields  in  Dawesj 
Box  Butte,  Scottsbluff  and  Kimball  Counties,  Nebraska,  it  would  appear  as  if  the 
potato  fields  of  western  Nebraska  show  more  disease  at  the  present  time  than  on 
any  previous  inspection  that  has  been  made  by  the  writer.    In  some  fields  of  Tri- 
umphs Early  Blight  waa  present  in  sufficient  abundance  to  cause  an  appreciable 
reduction  in  yield.    As  a  rule  Early  Blight  is  not  common  in  this  section.  Con- 
siderable mosaic  infected  plants  were  noted  in  some  fields.    Many  fields  have 
been  rejected  for  certification  on  account  of  too  high  a  per  centage  of  mosaic. 
Considerable  fusarium  blight  was  noted  in  some  fields.     In  most  cases  the  in- 
fection was  caused  by  F,  eumartii.    Considerable  alarm  is  being  stown  by  some 
growers  as  a  result  of  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  plants  in  maiay  potato 
fields  having  rolled  upper  leaves  with  more  or  less  irarginal  reddish  coloring 
and  an  erect  rather  rigid  stem.     In  some  cases  this  abnormal  appearance  can  be 
ascribed  to  rhizoctonia  while  in  others  stem-end  fusarial  infection  can  be  de- 
tected; but  the  puzzling  part  is  that  many  stems  showing  the  characteristics 
mentioned  are  apparently  healthy  at  base  of  stem.    In  irany  respects  this  condi- 
tion of  the  plants  is  akin  to  that  observed  in  Colorado  potato  fields  in  191^ 
and  which  Dr.  Appel  diagnosed  as  leaf  roll.    This,  however,  is  not  the  type  of 
disease  recognized  in  this  country  as  true  leaf  roll  and  must,  therefore,  be 
disregarded  as  such.    The  unusually  heavy  rainfall  that  has  occurred  in  western 
Nebraska  this  season  may  be  partly  responsible  for  the  increased  disease  irani- 
festations  noted.    The  larger  amount  of  moisture  has  also  induced  a  larger  vine 
growth  than  normal  and  despite  the  disease  the  crop  bids  fair,  on  dry  land  at 
least,  to  be  better  than  average. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  August  31.  1923. 


The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  cool  and  cloudy  with  a  heavy  rain 
on  Tuesday  and  lighter  showers  on  V^ednesday.       Mr.  W.  M.  Peacock  left  Tuesday, 
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August  2S,  to  assist  Mr.  Leonard    M.  Benhair.  of  Highyrood,  Conn,  in  digging 
potatoes  on  the  test  clot  at  that  place.      He  is  expected  to  return  to  the 
office  about  September  5*      ?rci.  Win.  Stuart  is  expected  to  return  to  Washin 
ton  from  his  Western  trip  about  Tueslay,  September  k. 


(Adah  W.  Greene). 
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Higbvood,  Connecticut  ?7ctes 


"-August  30,  1923 


The  cooperative  experiment  on  the  farns  of  Leonard  M.  Benham  was  harvested 
this  week. 

This  experiment  consisted  of  the  savno  strains  of  Irish  CoDblor  potatoes 
grown  in  ¥£iine  and  in  southern  New  Jersey  last  year.     5hose  grown  in  southern 
New  Jersey  are  known  as  southern  New  Jersey  2nd  crop  or  iin:iatvr''e  se  :-d  potatoes. 
The  strain  used  in  the  experiment  was  the  Eoulter  strain  of  Irish  Ccbbler. 

To  increase  the  accuracy  of  this  experiment  the  strain  was  plsrited  in 
two  row  plots  and  repeated  five  times.    The  rows  were  275  fest'  in  lengtn- 

The  3oulter  strain  grown  in  southern  New  Jersey  out-yielded  the  same 
strain  gro\\'n  in  Maine.     The  Ott  strain  of  Irish  Cobblers  which  was  planted 
commercially  in  the  same  field  yielded  better  than  the  Boulter  strain  which 
was  grown  last  year  oy      ,  Ott  near  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Eenham's  commercial  crop  is  yielding  about  200  buishsls  per  acre. 
This  is  above  the  average  for  the  locality.    The  yi:eld  wcud  have  been  larger 
had  there  been  a  nornal  amount  of  rainfall,  well  aisor^butad  during  the  grow- 
ing season.    Most  of  the  small  growers  have  finished  harvesting  their  early 
crop  of  potatoes. 

(W.  M.  Peacock) 

Fres^.'u.e  Isle,  Maine  Notes  Septeoiber  7.  19-3 

The  weather  for  che  past  week  has  oeen  much  warmer  tht-n  the  previous 
Vifeek,  in  fact  it  has  been  real  blight  weath'sr  but  to  the  writer's  knowledge 
there  has  been  no  late  blight  rerjorted  to  date. 

The  early  varieties  are  ms,-curing  very  fast,  some  fields  will  be  in  con- 
dition to  ha.rvest  next  week  while  others  will  need  two  weeks  to  be  properly 
matured  for  harvesting.    Green  Mountains  vines  are  still  very  green  and  only 
a  jfdlling  frost  can  put  this  variety  in  a.  proper  condition  for  harvesting. 
As  a  rule  a  week  to  ten  days  after  a  frost  tuoers  are  sufficiently  hardened 
up  to  stand  harvesting  without  skinning  badly. 

Kecent  visitors  to  the  farm  are  -  P.  Er  Dougherty,  Williamspor t ,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Dr,  E.  L.  Nixon,  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  Cleveland  Sanders  and  J. 
N.  Harrison  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

The  writer  was  in  Ashland  Monday  to  spray  for  aphids  on  the  Weaver  plot 
and  again  Friday  to  go  over  the  plot  on  the  Fenderson  Farm.    Four  pounds  of 
ordinary  laundry  soap  and  three  pints  of  Blaok  Leaf  #  M-C  per  100  gallons  of 
water  was  used  with  very  satisfactory  results.    An  undershot  boom  with  three 
nozzles  to  the  row  was  used. 

Saturday  we  hiarvested  and  selected  eig?ateen  varieties  and  two  of  the  more 
premising  seedlings  for  the  Northern  Maine  Fair  which  is  held  in  Pres-iUe  Isle 
September  3»  ^,  5.  ^  7- 


(P.  M.  Lombas'd) 
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"^11,  Mar^^latnd  Notes  Augxist  30.  19^3 

On  Tuesday,  the  writer  inspected  the  foreign  stock  that  is  being  grown  in 
the  detention  area  at  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultiire  Experimsnt  Station, 
Bell,  Maryland. 

The  potatoes  that  arrived  here  in  good  condition  germinated'  well. 

Such  diseases  as  mosaic  le^f  roll  and  spindling  sprout  were  noted.    A  few 
plants  were  destroyed. 

A  heavy  shower  while  the  writer  was  there  will  aid;much  in  pisoducing  a 
better  yield.    Rain  was  reach  needed  in  this  locality, 

(W.  M.  Peacock) 

St.  Albans,  Vermont  Notes  Septemcer  5,  1923 

The  writer  spent  Friday,  August  jl  examining  the  various  str^ns  of  Irish 
Cobbler,  Triun^ih,  and  Green  Mountain  potatoes  being  grown  on  the  farm  of  E.  S. 
Brigh^m  near  St.  Albans,  Veiraont .    The  Irish  Cobbler  and  Triumph  plants  owing 
to  severe  drought  iiave  prematurely  ripened.    The  strains  of  the  Green  Mountain 
variety  end-ored  the  drought  better  than  the  strains  of  the  Irish  Cobbler  and 
Triurrph  varieties. 

The  experiment  consists  of  approxiimtely  1400  indexed  tuber  units  and 
about  1100  tuber  units.    Notes  were  taken  on  the  Green  Mountains  and  a  few 
units  were  removed.    Those  units  that  were  removed  were  producing  slongated 
tubers  for  the  variety. 

One    acre  of  Irish  Cooblers  that  were  planted  early  on  a  plot;  of  ground 
near  the  Irigham  farm  ouildings  were  harvested  the  day  the  writer    was  there. 
It  yielded  280  Dushels  per  acre.      The  later  plantings  will  not  yield  as  wexl 
because  of  the  drought . 

(W.  M.  Peacock) 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes  September  7,  1923 

The  writer  ret'orned  to  the  office  Tuesday  morning  of  this  week  and  has 
spent  most  of  the^time  working  on  data  of  this  year's  experiments. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Payne  who  is  engaged  in  horticultural  work  at  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  called  at  the  office  on  Tuesday.         .  Payne  is  especiallj^  interested 
in  potatoes  and  sweet  potatoes.    He  is  making  a  study  of  Maine  grovn,  North 
Carolina  mountain  grown,  and  eastern  North  Carolina  growT^  seed  potatoes  .  Those 
grown  for  seed  purposes  are  planted  later  in  the  season  in  eastern  North  Carolina 
than  those  grown  at  higher  elevations  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  The 
time  of  planting  those  in  eastern  North  Carolina  is  gauged  so  that  the  tubers 
will  develop  in  the  cool  season  and  be  partially  immature  when  the  vines  are 
killed  by  frost  in  the  fall. 
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The  vvv-iter  accori-pai^ied      .  Payne  to  Arlington  Farm  where  our  late  exper- 
inBnts  and  the  Arlington  cold  storage  plant  were  inspected. 

For  the  past  A'sek  Minnesota  and  New  -Jersey  ba.ve  oeen  competing  for  the 
first  place  in  carlot  shipments  of  potatoes.    The  other  leading  Bta.tes  in. 
car  lot  shJ-pments  are  Idaho,  Maine,  Long  Island,  New  York  and  Colorado. 

The  weather  for  the  first  part  of  the  week  was  fe.ir  and  warm.  Wednesday 
afternoon  it  began  to  rain  and  has  not  yet  cleared.    During  this  time  1-05 
inches  of  rain  has  fallen.     Before  this  rainfall,  vegetation  was  sioffering 
because  of  .lack  of  available  moist-are. 

(W.  M.  Peacock) 

Colorado  Notes  September  1,  1925 

Satm-day  August  25th.  was  spent  at  the  Colorado  Potato  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Greeley,  Colorado.    'J'ho  visitors  with  whom  thij  writer  came  by  auto  from 
S3,mba,ll  County,  Nebra.ska  were  very  much  interested  in  the  potato  investiga- 
tional work  carried  on  by  the  Department  eX  this  Station  and  returned  to  their 
respective  homes  feeling  well  repaid  for  their  trip. 

On  Monday  August  27  Mr  .  Edmunds  on  and  the  writer  left  Greeley  for  Car- 
bondale,  Colorado,      They  were  joined  in  Denver  by  Mr.  LouD.  Sweet,  Presi- 
dent of  the  S'-^'eei  Seed  FaJ'ms,  Inc.  ox  Carbondale,  Colorado  on  whose  lands 
Ishis  office  is  conducting  a  cooperative  test  ofi|several  strains  of  Irish  Cob- 
bler, Triumph,  P.usset  Buroank  (Netted  Gem)  Riu-al,  and  Peachblow  varieties  of 
potatoes.     Tuesday,  v»as  devoted  to  a  careful  inspection  and  roguing  of  the 
several  plots  of  potatoes  involved  in  the  test  .    The  examination  of  the  plots 
was  completed  Wednesday  forenoon.      Mr.  Sweet  assisted  in  the  work  of  roguing 
of  the  plots  in  order  to  more  thoroughly  familiarize  himself  with  the  detec- 
tion of  mosaic,  leafroll,  rhizoctonia,  and  fusarium  infected  plants .  The 
&/veet  Seed  Farms,  Inc.  have  a  35  acre  seed  plot  consisting  of  Irish  Cobblers 
and  Russet  Burbank.s.     Some  roguing  was  also  done  in  the  Seed  Farms  plot.  The 
weather  conditions  in  the  Carbondale  district  hiave  been  seemingly  q.uite  favor- 
able this -season  to  the  expression  of  mosaic  syiiiptoms  in  diseased  plants.  The 
characteristic  mottling  of  the  leaves  was  as  clearly  expressed  as  ihas  ever 
been  observed  in  northern  Maine.    While  a^considerable  percentage  of  mosaic 
infected  plants  were  found  in  some  strains  of  seed  others  showed  a  remarkable 
freedom  from  infection  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  few  desirable  strains  can  oe 
selected  for  the  development  of  a  superior  lot  of  seedstock  in  1924.     One  of 
the  interesting  feattires  of  the  strain  test  is  that  of  the  behavior  of  a 
strain  of  the  Peachblow  or  Red  McClure  secured  a  year  or  two  ago  at  Flagstaff, 
Arizona,  which  had  previously  appeared  to  be  free  from  mosaic  andihad  made  a 
strong  vigorous  growth  on  the  Station  grounds  the  previous  year  .    As  grov\n 
at  Carbondale  this  season  it  shows  quite  a  considerable  percent  of  mosaic  and 
is  apparently  inferior  to  two  Colorado  strains  secured  this  present  season. 

The  afternoon  of  August  29  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  several  com- 
mercial potato  fields  in  the  Carbondale  district.     Some  fairly  good  fields  of 
Russet  Burbanks  were  noted  as  were  also  some  distinctly  poor  ones.     None  were 
ooserved  that  could  be  regarded  as  good  as  the  commercial  Russet  Eurbank  field 
of  the  Sweet  Seed  Farms,  Inc.    A  considerable  percentage  of  disease  was  found 
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in  iLcst  of  the  fields  visited.    Mosaic  seemed  to  be  Ci.uite  prevalent.  Sone 
leafroll  was  noted  and  also  a  considsrabie  percent  of  fasari"am  infected  plants 
as  well  &3  the  Appel  t^'pe  of  leafroll  which  consists  of  the  rolling  of  the 
leaves        the  upper  porticn  of  the  stems-    As  a- whole  the  potato  c;3cp  in  ohe 
Carbondale  district  is  net  a-jit?  up  to  average  out  the  size  of  the  crop  nsui- 
vested  will  be  Largely  dependent  on  the  chaa^acter  of  the  weather  prevailing 
during  the  renainder  of  the  growing  season. 

Friday  and  Saturday  August  31,  and  Septemoer  1  were  spent  inspecting 
potato  fields  in  the  G-reeley  district.      As  in  the  Cc^se  of  the  CarDondale 
district  good  and  poor  fields  were  much  in  evidence,  with  good  fields  very 
largely  in  the  minority.     Similar  disease  condtions  seemingly  prevail  in  Doth 
districts.    On  the  farm  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Parker,  near  Evans,  we  had  an  opport^anity 
of  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  good  and  indifferent  seed  stock.    A  por- 
tion of  a  field  of  Hurals  had  been  planted  with  seed  from  the  strain  of  Surals 
grov.Ti  at  the  Station  and  the  balance  with  ordinary  stock.    The  percentage  of 
diseased  plan.ts  in  the  plot  planted  with  Station  seed  was  almost  negligible 
whJ.le  in  the  p3.ot  planted  with  ordi.nary  seed  there  v/as  quite  a  large  percent- 
age of  disease.    The  same  conditions  were  noted  in  a  field  of  Em'als  on  the 
farm  of  Lee  Gtozier  some  26  miles  from  G-reeley,    It  was  furthermoiB  clearly 
demonstrated  on  these  two  farms,  th^t  the  manifestatix)ns  oi  the  Appel  type 
of  leafroll  was  very  closely  associated  if  not  directly  attributable  to  poor 
growing  conditions.    Plants  on  knolls  or  slight  declivities  where  it  was  im- 
possioie  to  properly  irrigate  the  soil  or  in  depressions  receiving  an  excess 
of  irrigation  water  one  could  always  observe  a  considerable  amount  of  this 
type  of  trouble,    Fusarium  infection  was  also  much  more  aoundant  under  these 
conditions.    Excessive  irrigation  with  a  conseq.uent  baking  of  the  surface  soil 
afterwards  also  tends  to  create  conditions  unfavorable  to  a  healthy  growth  of 
plants.     In  fact  one  might  state  that  the  maintenance ' of  healthy  ji&tato  plants 
is  largely  if  notv.-wholly  dependent  on  good  physical  condition  of  the  soil, 
consev^ently  good  areation,  and  on  soil  moistui^e  and  soil  tertperature . 

(W.  Stuart) 

Greeley.  Colorado  Notes  "September  k,  192  5 

The  weather  has  oeen  very  favcrabie  for  the  potato  crop  d^oring  the  past 
week.    The  days  have  been  wa.rm,  while  the  nights  hal?o.been  very  cool.  Many 
believe  the  weather  conditions  are  indicative  of  an  early  frost. 

Mr-  Stuart  and  the  writer  rogued  the  seed  improvement  plots  at  Carbondale 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday.     It  is  believed  there  are  some, very  promising  strains 
in  this  year's  plots. 

Wednesday  afternoon  was  spent  in  inspecting  the  commercial  potato  fields 
of  the  Carbondale  district.     Conditions  would  indicate    hat  the  Caroondale 
district  will  produce  a  normal  croiD  this  year.    We  retijrned  to  Greeley  Tues- 
day night.    During  Frida-y  and  Satu-:day  wo  visited  many  fields  of  the  Greeley 
district.      A  trip  was  also  rradc  to  the  Keenrbuig  section,  which  is  compar- 
atively new  in  the  potato  industry-    Keer^irjirg  is  located  30  miles  southeast 
of  Greeley, 
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The  outstanding  featurs  ci  o-ja-  field  trips  was  zhaX,  large  yields  will 
oe  sec-ared  where  good  seed  and  proper  cult-oral  iLethods  nave  been  eng^loyed. 

We  began  irrigating  potatoes  this  morning.  Irrigation  is  rather  diffi 
cult,  at  this  tiire  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  vines  obstruct  the  flow  of  wat 
in  the  trenches.    This  will  be  the  last  irrigation  of  potatoes  this  year  . 


(W.  C.  Edmundson) 
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Arlington  Fcjrm,  Virginia  Notes  SepteiLoer  13,  19^^ 

The  potato  experiments  at  Arlington  Farm  were  inspected  by  the  writer 
on  Monday  and  Ttiesday  of  this  week. 

Due  to  recent  rains  and  other  cliruatic  factors  being  favorable  for 
potato  production  the  plants  have  iT3ade  rapid  growth  during  the  last  two 
weeks.     The  vines  of  those  that  gerirdnated  well  are  closing  the  rows  which 
are  one  meter  apart. 

A  few  urJ-ts  in  the  indexed  tuber  unit  experiis;  nt  were  discarded. 
These  showed  slight  iranif estations  of  mosaic  and  leafroll.    The  plants 
that  were  reiroved  indicated  th^t  there  is  a  good  setting  of  tubers.  Many 
of  these  tubers  were  as  large  or  larger  than  hen  eggs.    The  writer  consid- 
ers this  a  good  showing  for  being  planted  as  late  as  July  17 • 

In  the  cold  storage  experiment  the  vines  of  the  Irish  Cobblers  th^t 
were  stored  at  32  degrees  F.  are  larger  than  the  vines  of  those  that  were 
stored  36  degrees  F.  and  ^+0  degrees  F.    There  is  no  noticeable  difference 
in  the  vine  growth  of  those  stored  at  36  degrees  F.  and  kO  degrees  F. 

Seedling  #39^70  is  making  a  very  promising  vine  growth  and  seems  to  be 
vi^ite  disease  resistant.    The  seed  was  grown  on  Arlington  Farm  lest  year. 
The  parentage  of  this  seedling  is  -  McCormick  X  Busola,  the  latter  is  an 
Austrian  variety. 

The  round  and  long  Irish  Cobblers  which  were  sent  in  by  John  H.  Good- 
nan,  Newland,  N.  C,  further  prove  that  elongated  tubers  of  this  variety 
indicate  a  degeneracy.    The  round  tubers  germinated  well  and  are  fairly 
free  from  disease.    The  long  tubers  gave  a  poor  germination  and  produced 
weak  and  diseased  plants. 

-  -  '  (W.  M.  Peacock) 

Greeley,  Colorado  Notes  September  10,  I923 

The  .veather  has  been  fair  during  the  past  week.    The  nights  have  been 
very  cool.    Friday  night  the  mercury  dropped  to  37  degrees  and  Saturday 
night  to  39  degrees. 

The  oats  were  threshed  Wediiesday,  mctking  a  yield  of  81  bushels  per 
acre.    A  larger  yield  would  have  been  secured  if  the  crop  had  not  been 
damaged  by  hail  during  the  summer. 

The  Dhird  cutting  of  alfalfa  iiay  was  stacked  Friday  and  Saturday. 

We  have  prepared  an  exhibit  whi'ch  will  be  on  display  at  the  Weld  County 
Fair  this  week.    The  exhibit  will  includa  one  or  two  varieties  from  each 
of  the  12  groups.     Some  R-jral  New  Yorker  potatoes  of  the  I922  crop  which 
have  been  in  storage  in  tne  station  dugout  will  also  be  exhibited.  Potatoes 
are  bringing  $1.25  per  hundred  in  Greeley  at  the  present  time. 


(W.  C.  Edmundson) 
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Pres^.'ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes 


September  S,  1^2^ 


The  weather  lor  the  p^st  v^/eek  has  been  fair  aiad  .var.ii.     Monda^^  we  got 
a  small  amount  of  rain.    The  nights  have  oeen  very  cold  v^ith  frosts  in  lovv 
places  where  there  is  poor  air  drainage. 

Considerable  time  was  devoted  to  the  Northern  Maine  Fair  this  week. 
This  office  and  the  Aroostook  State  Farm  had  the  same  booth  as  last  year. 
About  a  third  of  the  space  was  used  by  the  pathologists  vvith  specimens  of 
tubers  representing  the  several  diseases,  a  third  was  given  over  to  grain 
and  this  office  utilized  the  oalance  of  the  space  with  a  plate  exhioit  of 
twenty  varieties  and  seedlings. 

The  live  stock  and  poultry  exhibit  this  year  was  exceptionally  good 
and  fully  as  large  as  in  previous  years. 

The  exhibit  of  vegetables  was  small  and  of  poor  ^iualityi    The  fertili- 
zer companies  had  no  prizes  this  year  for  potcvtoes  which  reduced  the  space 
occupied  by  potatoes  by  f"ally  a  third.    The  exhibit  by  the  ooys  cluo  although 
small  vvas  exceptioncilly  good  and  showed  that  thought  and  care  had  been  used 
in  selecting  and  preparing  the  material  for  exhibition. 

Governor  Baxter  c^nd  Secretary  made  a  rather  hasty  inspection  of  the 
woric  on  Aroostook  State  F=.rm  Friday  morning. 

The  writer  visited  the  plots  in  Ashland  Saturday.    Cooblers  and 
TriuTiphs  are  maturing  rapidly  and  will  be  re^dy  to  harvest  in  about  a 
week. 

A  large  amount  of  grain  has  been  i'^rvested  in  this  section  of  the 
county.     Tne  iiarvesting  of  early  varieties  of  potc.toes  will  begin  next 
week. 

(P.  M.  Lombard) 

PresCjue  Isle,  Maine  Sep  temper  g,  l^Sj 

Notes  have  oeen  taken  on  the  relative  ear lines s  of  the  seedlings. 
While  the  progenies  of  early  varieties  have  not  o.s  ^  rule  contained  a 
very  high  percentage  of  early  t^^ies  there  ^re  several  of  the  new  seed- 
lings which  appear  to  mature  ^bout  c-.s  ecvrly  c^s  the  Irish  Cobbler. 

(Chas.  F.  Clark) 

Biverhead.  New  York  Notes  September  1.  132J, 

O^or  Coubler  crop  here  is  ^11  harvested.    The  yield  was  a  little  better 
than  noriral.     The  harvest  of  the  Green  Mountain  crop  is  on  in  full  swing 
and  the  market  is  good.     The  price  now  is  $1.^0  per  60  pounds  to  the  grower. 
Our  crop  is  now  more  than  one -third  gone. 

The  outlook  now  is  tnat  the  crop  will  be  about  all  gone  by  October  1, 
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except  a  sinall  portion  that  is  al^vays  stored  for  special  trade,  calling  for 
a  fancy  grade  of  potatoes  during  the  winter. 

Our  total  yield  will  be  about  25  per  cent  less  than  last  season's  big 
crop,  out  fully  up  to  a  normal  crop. 

(H.  H.  Talmage) 

Washington.  D.C.  ^ptes  September  lU.  19^3 

Since  the  writer's  return  to  the  office  September  5  his  time  has 
been  largely  devoted  to  the  answering  of  inquiries  that  had  accumulated 
in  the  past  five  -weeks.     One  of  these  inCiuiries  ^has  from  the  Na.tional 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Leon,  Mexico,  requesting  information  in  regard 
to  Wisconsin  and  Maine  seed  potato  firms  from  whom  they  could  purchase 
high  grade  seed.    Approximately  ten  carloads  of  seed  potatoes  are  needed. 
October  and  November  shipment  is  desired- 

A  recent  letter  from  H.  R.  Talmage  of  Riverhead,  N.  Y.,  says  that 
"as  it  now  looks  the  Suffolk  County  potato  crop  is  20  per  cent  less  than 
last  season,  with  half  the  crop  already  marketed.    This  is  earlier  than 
for  several  years. 

Certified  seed  is  almost  universally  used.    E^en  though  the  season 
has  been  very  dry,  there  are  few  poor  fields,  which  is  in  great  contrast 
to  former  years  when  much  of  the  seed  was  poor.    In  a  dry  season  fields 
planted  with  poor  seed  would  be  almost  a  failure. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  on  our  Corinna  Seed  Farms  we  have 
450  acres  that  will  be  certified  ell  of  which  are  01  the  Pride  of  Vermont 
strain  of  Green  Mountains.    None  of  the  fields  hc^ve  run  as  high  as  one  per 
cent  of  total  of  diseased  plants  to  be  rogued  and  nearly  all  are  lower  than 
one  half  of  one  per  cent.    This  seed  will  go  largely  in  to  Aroostook  County 
as  foundc^tiun  stock. 

Eecent  letters  from  Dean  of  Tioga  County,  N.Y.^  Gibbs  of  Alleghany 
County;  and  E.  H.  Snoith  of  Oswego  County,  indicate  that  the  crop  will  be 
about  normal  in  their  respective  sections." 

The  following  announcement  from  county  agents  J.  C.  Crissey  and 
Fred  W.  Jackson  of  Salem  and  Cumberland  Counties  respectively  is  thought 
to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  reproduce  in  these  pages. 

!*The  Source  of  Pure  Potato  Seed 

Salem  County,  N.  J.  Cumberland  County,  N.  J. 

This  summer  has  been  another  hard  one  on  the  potato  growers  in  New 
Jersey.    A  combination  of  bad  weather  conditions  and  new  competing  potato 
growing  sections  have  about  taken  the  wind  out  of  us. 

Good  seed  h^s  proven  its  worth  this  season.    Poor  yielding  and  diseased 
strains  have  shown  a  marked  contrast  to  good,  clean,  high  yielding  strains. 
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we  have  soxe  of  tnese  goo.  strains  in  Sc^h  Jersey.     Those  having  good  seed 
are  rcaking  a  little  money, 

south  Jersey  seed  growers  are  attempting  to  standardize  their  strains 
now.    Only  a  fe.v  select  strains  are  being  recomnenaed  and  allowed  en.ry 
for  certificaticn- 

The  certification  ruies  are  even  more  strict  this  ye^-r  than  last. 

The  acreage  of  second  crop  seed  tMs  yec.r  will  co  a  trifle  less 
than  in  1922.    A  sT:irvey  of  all  cold  storage  plants  reveals  that  tnere 
were  stored  for  seed  pl&nting  this  £-c!-^i.er  several  n-ndred  aack  less 
than  in  ^322.    This  siirvey  incl^ided  every  cold  storage  plant  m  Salem, 
Ciamherland  and  Gloucester  CctTnties. 

Every  potato  grower  oughh  to  see  his  seed  growing  in^the  field  and 
know  scnething  of  its  history  in  crdor  to  insure  its  q.-ualit7. 

South  Jersey  offers  an  exseDlent  oppcrtunlly  for  such  close  observa- 
tion.   We  are  v^ithin  thrse  to  fo\-jr-  hcrirn  ride  and  wiliirg  ^c  show  you 
what  we  grow.    The  best  is  none  too  good  for  ycu  a;c.d  ycu  nave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pick  it  out  yo-urself  in  the  growing  condition. 

Our  Fourth  Arinrial  To-jr  ..ill  oa  hr.ld  Octooer  2nd_and  3i'<i-    Come  do--,vn 
and  look  us  over,  Octoter  2nd  Salem  Ccuncy:  October  jrd  C-znberland  County. 

The  Ccraiittee  (J.  -C.  Crissey 
(F.  W.  Jackson" 

The  weather  for  the  past  few  days  has  oeen  rather  warm.  Today 
(September  14)  is  considerably  cooler.     Ye^>t-erday ' s  papers  announced  a 
freeze  and  a  light  GUvOwfail  in  northern  Micoigvn,  VViscor.sin,  MinrBsota 
and  Montana.    No  imorraation  is  yeu  c^vailc^ble  as.'-  to  actual  daroage  to  the 
pota.to  crop.     If  the  frost  .vas  severe  enough  to  kill  the  plants  the  crop 
in  these  sections  will  of  course  be  very  nctterially  reduced. 

Mo V anient  of  Crop.  ,  Minnesota  and  Maine  are  now  the  heaviest  shippers. 
Wednesdajy"  :f-.ep~. ember  12  shipment?  were  as  follows:  Minnesota  20^  cars; 
Maine  202;  Long  Island  103;  New  Jersey  75i  Colorado  70;  Wisconsin  39> 
Idaho  }o;  Nor -ch  Dakota  Yd.    Tne  total  car  shipments  on  the  above  date 
were  852, 

Prijco_s.    The  trend  of  prices  during  the  past  week  has  been  down- 
ward with  a  moderate  .wire  inq,uiry.     The  demand  is  light.     Septem'Cier  12 
prices  are  as  follows  : 

Caldwell,  Idaho  carloads  f.c.b.  track  $1.00  to  $1.05  F©^  cwt .  f .o.b. 
usual  terms  $1.10  to  $1.20  per  cwt. 

Crand  Junction,  Colorado  sacked  Irish  Ccbolers  and  Peoples  Bassets 
U.  S.  No.  1  $1.15  to  $1.20  per  cwt. 


Minneapolis-St .  Paul,  Minnesota  sacked  Early  Chios  screened  $  1 .25 
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to  $1.30  per  cvvt . 

Northern  District  New  Jersey  carloctas  f.o.b*  usual  terms  I50  lbs, 

Giants  mostly  $2.00  to  $2.10  per  sacki  round  whites  No.  1  mostly c^round 
$3*00  per  sack. 


(vV.  Stuart) 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes 


Sept.  15.  192) 


The  weather  corxtinues  fair  and  cool.    No  frosts  have  occurred  in  the 
Greeley  district. 

t 

Most  of  the  tiire  during  the  past  week  was  devoted  to  work  at   the  County 
Fair.    The  Weld  County  Fair  was  well  attended.      The  general  farm  exhibits  were 
good  but  it  is  believed  that  the  potato  exhibits  were  not  ^uite  so  good  as  in 
previous  years.    It  is  thought  that  the  potato  yields  in  the  Greeley  district 
will  not  be  as  large  as  previous  reports  would  indicate.      Early  olight  and 
fusarium  wilt  are  causing  the  yields  to  be  cut  in  irany  fields. 

The  writer  had  expected  to  leave  for  Carbondale  tomorrow  but  starting 
has  been  postponed  until  Monday  in  order  that  the  trip  iiay  be  made  with  Mr. 
Olin,  who  has  signified  his  desire  to  accompany  the  writer  and  inspect  the 
seed  improvement  plots  at  this  time. 

(W.  0,  Edmundson). 


Denver.  Colorado  Notes.  Sept.  14.  1923- 

The  writer  knov;s  of  instances  where,  by  using  field  run  or  average  bin 
seed,  it  has  produced  one  sack  of  culls  to  an  average  of  20  sacks  of  conmercial 
potatoes.    Use  of  seed  grown  in  seed  plot,  has  reduced,  on  these  same  farms, 
the  production  of  cull  potatoes  to  one  sack  of  culls  to  200  sacks  of  commercial 
potatoes , 


Seed  selection  pays  rich  dividends  and  the  potato  farmer  cannot  afford  to 
plant  any  other  than  good  seed.     In  the  fall,   before  he  digs  his  commercial 
crop,  he  should  secure  his  choicest  potatoes  for  his  next  year's  seed  plot. 
This  is  the  first  essential  for  potato  success. 

(W-  H.  Olin). 

Presque  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  Sept.  18.  1925- 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair.    The  nights  have  been  very 
S£)ld  but  frosts  were  only  general  on  two  nights.     Late  varieties  of  potatoes 
are  still  too  green  to  harvest.    Harvesting  operations  are  in  full  swing  this 
week.    The  irarket  for  Cobblers  was  $2.25  pQ^  bbl.  f.  o.  b.  the  first  of  the 
week,  declining  to  $2.00  Friday  and  Saturday.  ^ 

We  began  harvesting  our  plots  by  hand  Monday.    -In  general  the  stock  in  our 
plots  is  running  poor  in  shape  this  year,  the  principal  trouble  being  spindle 
tuber . 

1;^  (P.  M.  Lombard). 

Presque  Isle,  MB,ine  Notes.  Sept.  15,  1923- 

Good  progress  is  being  made  in  digging  potatoes  on  our  experimental  plats. 
The  1920,  1921  and  I922  seedlings  have  been  dug,  also  the  variety  collection  and 
part  of  the  lots  from  seed  entered  for  certification^    The  vines  of  the  late 
varieties  are  still  partly  green  though  a  light  frost  Friday  night  killed  some 
of  the  leaves-    There  has  been  practically  no  late  blight  in  this  section  this 
season.  -        (C.  F.  Clark). 


( 


Wisconsin  Notes. 


Sept.  15,  1923. 


On  the  night  of  September  12  a  heavy  frost  occurred  in  irost  sections  of 
Wisconsin,      The  crop  in  the  northern  counties,  hovvever,  was  fully  irade  and 
growers  in  this  region  will  not  be  badly  effected. ^    In  the  central  belt,  how- 
ever, the  crop  will  be  very  rnuch  redi-oed  a?,  at  least  10  laora  days  of  grcvth  was 
needed.      Har7esting  will  new  bs  b-i.sr.Gnei  dv.e  to  ooc-JiTence  ox  frost.  The 
^ue.lity  cf  the  Suock  is  good.      There  is  practical.ry  no  le,te  blight  rot  in 
Wisconsin  this  year, 

(J.  C,  Milward). 

Washingt'-'n,  P.,       Fotes.  ^■ 

The  past  week^s  activities  have  included,  in' addition  to  answering  the 
usual  varied  inciuiries  of  correspondence,  the  review  of  an  interesting  nanur- 
script  on  potato  culture  in  ITew  Han^shire,  written  by  Director  J.  C.  Kendall. 
This  is  intended  for  puhlication  as  an  e^-tension  oulletin  by  the  New  Haripshire 
Agricult\-iral  Collego  Extension  Service. 

In  tnis  E:snaocript-  !:hs  author  especidlly  eiLphasizes  the  economics  of 
potato  prcductior-  pa.:tlc-:iarly  ar  relates  to  tho  possibility  of  suDstituting 
horse  iraplemen-.i:  i'or  haiid  iL'rjleiLcnis  s.iid  of  thu  pl?av;ing  of  larger  fields  with 
the  objoct  in  view  of  reducing  piod\;ction  coots »      The  strategic  position  of 
the  potato  producing  s?.r,oior:s  on"  the  state  as  relates  to  large  consuming  centers 
is  thought  by  Director  Ker'-iall  to  justify  a  much  larger  production  of  potatoes 
in  New  He.mp shire  than  is  new  being  grown* 

Among  the  recent  in-^vJ.r.ios  re'^ei-ed  is  on-3  fron:  Ivlr.  Verne  Steward,  Vice 
President  of  the  Pio-aeer  Piodxicors  Inc<.  0.?  Mirx.-joapolis.      This  fifm  has  been 
organized  for  the  p\irpose  of  develcping  a  sesd  and  table  stock  potato  industry 
on  a  large  tract  of  peat  land  12  miles  north  of  the  Twin  Citieso      The  following 
q.uotations  are  from  this  letter. —  "I  am  still  studying  the  fertilizer  question 
As  stated  to  you  while  here  our  peat  lands  are  greatly  deficiont  in  both  potash 
and  phosphate.      In  thi,;-;  c:>nnect:on  we  would  like  to  have  your  opmioja  as  to  tie 

proper  proportion  or  balance  bet-veen  actual  potash  and  phosphate.  ■ —  in  your 

book  you  give  tho  rolavive  anioi.nu'u  of  phosphorous  and  pocaph  rcnoved  by  a  200 
bushel  per  acre  crop.      WoxUd  ycu  apply  a  f^bitili^.er  in  the-  -am-^  ratio?    If  not, 
why  not?      ShoT^Ld  the  ratio  be  different  j>.:r  an  expcctod  HOO  bushel  than  for  a 
200  bushel  per  acre  r.rop?      Is  i.hc-re  anything  to  the  belief  now  held  by  some  in- 
vestigators that  v'3  Hh:>iiid  lis^^,  some,  other  form  of  potash  than  that  of  the  po- 
tassium cbloride  .'muriate  v)f  potash);    thrr.  cpininn  being  that  chlorides  in  some 

way  interfere  vv^ith  the  .■ranrd'acture  of  staach.—   I  should  be  pleased  to 

have  you  give  me  the  opinions  of  the  persons  in  charge  of  plant  physiology  and 
soil  fertility  investigations  at  Washington. 

When  heavy  applications  of  phosphate  are  made  what  would  be  the  effect  on 
vine  growth  or  tuber  growth  of  larger  amounts  of  potash?    Where  heavy  applica- 
tion cf  potash  is  alxoa^v  L-ade  <vhat  vifouid  oe  the  effect  of  greatly  increasing 
the  application  of  ph-;,-::r tir.te?" 

The  above  Cduotatlcns  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the 
need  of  more  definite  inf ormati on  relative  to  the  fertilizer  requirements  of  a 
peat  soil  for  the  production  of  a  maximuia  crop  of  potatoes. 


( 
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The  weather  dtoring  the  past  week  was  subnoriBal,  so  far  as  temperatiore  is  c 
concerned,  until  yesterday  when  a  marked  rise  of  thf  mercury  colijimn  again  re- 
minded us  of  sximmer  weather. 

Light  showers  occurred  during  the  night  of  the  20th  followed  by  a  heavy 
downpour  this  forenoon. 

There  is  every  promise  of  a  good  late  potato  crop  in  this  section,  but 
the  extent  of  the  acreage  is  not  known« 

Mr.  Peacock  left  Wednesday  forenoon  for  Iridgeton,  N.  J,  to  secure  notes 
on  the  cooperative  experimental  work  being  conducted  at  that  point. 

Car  Lot  Movements  and  Prices.         Shipments  during  the  past  week  have 
been  heavy  and  as  a  result  prices  have  a  general  downward  trend.  Minnesota 
continues  to  be  the  heaviest  shipper  with  Maine  a  very  close  second. 

(Wm.  St-uart)- 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes. 


September  24,1923. 


Tuesday,  Mr.  V/.  H.  Olin,  Agricult-ural  Superintendent  for  the  D,  5..  G.  &  W. 
Hy, ,  and  the  writer  rogued  the  seed  improvement  plots  at  Carbondale.    The  Eliss 
Triumphs  and  Irish  Gobbler  vines  were  beginning  to^how  sigris  of  ripening  so 
practically  no  roguing  could  be  done  with  these  varieties.    This  was  the  third 
roguing  for  the  plots  of  the  late  maturing  potatoes.    No  potato  fields  were 
visited  in  the  Carbondale  district  except  those  on' the  Sweet  seed  farm  where 
our  work  is  located.    It  was  found  that  the  comiEercial  potato  fields  on  this 
farm  gave  every  indication  that  a  btiirper  crop  woijld  be  produced  this  year.  Ivir> 
Olin  and  the  writer  visited  an  Irish  Cobbler  seed  plot  on  the  south  side  of  the 
ranch  that  had  not  been  inspected  by  the  writer  onj^any  of  the  previous  visits 
to  Carbondale,      This  plot  was  found  to  be  very  promising  but  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  vines  could  not  be  made  owing  to  a  h§avy  rain  which  was  falling 
at  that  time,    A  number  of  hills  were  rogued  and  in.  each  10  to  12  tubers  of 
good  t^pie  were  found. 

It  was  noted  that  light  frosts  had  occurred  in  the  Carbondale  and  Sagle 
Districts.  No  frosts,  however,  had  occurred  on  the  bench  land  of  either  sec- 
tion. 

The  writer  returned  to  Greeley  Wednesday  night.    We  have  finished  irri- 
gating the  land  at  the  station  that  oe  planted  to  potatoes  nest  year.  Ths 
alfalfa  on  this  ground  will  be  crowned  later  this  fall.    '.Ve  hope  to  have  a  good 
growth  of  alfalfa  to  turn  under  at  that  time. 

Potatoes  are  selling  from  $1.00  to  $1.10  per  hundred.    Early  cabbage  is 
bringing  but  25^^  per  hundred,  while  the  late  cabbage  is  selling  for  3^4.  Grow- 
ers are  receiving  $2,00  to  $2,25  per  hundred  for  their  onions.    Digging  of 
s-agar  beets  in  the  Greeley  district  was  started  this  morning.      The  sugar 
factory  will  probably  start  operations  on  Wednesday. 


(7/.  C.  Edmundson), 

Presoue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  September  22.1923. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  in  harvesting  potatoes  in  the  coa^msrcial 
fields  though  the  digging  was  temporarily  stopped  Friday  by  an  all  day  rain. 
Good  yields  of  Irish  Cobblers  have  been  reported;  but  very  few  Green  Mountains 
have  been  dug  yet. 


We  h^ve  nearly  completed  digging  the  1323  seedlings.    Most  of  the  lots 
have  been  very  good.      So  far  about  55O  hdlls  have  been  saved.      As  a  rule  the 
progenies  of  the  various  crosses  appear  to  revert  to  inferior  types  so  that  tls 
number  of  superior  individuals  is  s\irprisingly  small,  rarely  averaging  more 
than  10  or  I5  per  cent  of  the  total  pop-olation. 


(C.  F.  Clark). 

Bridgeton.  Mew  Jersey  Notes.  September  24.1923 . 

Last  Wednesday  it  began  to  rain  in  souther^n  New  Jersey.  It  seemed  as 
soon  as  one  shower  was  over  another  was  forming.  It  was  still  raining  .vhen 
the  writer  left  Bridgeton,  Sunday  morning.      The  ground  had  become  saturated 
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with  '.vater  which  is  a  contrast  to  that  of  ths  latter  part  "of  Jzly  and  the  monti. 
of  August . 

On  acco'jnt  of  the  droughty  conditions  mentioned  above  many  growers  haas 
poor  stands  of  potatoes.      Those  who  plowed  their  prt'o-ond  early  for  seed  potato e. 
and  iraintained  a  dirt  jiulch  have  good  stands  and  the  potato  vines  are  q.uite 
■uniform.      Those  .vho  followed  this  practice  have  prospects  for  a  good  crop. 

The  acreage  of  potatoes  entered  for  certification  is  approximately  kC 
per  cent  less  than  th^t  of  last  ye.a-i-.      ¥^ iics'i  ,  the  state  inspector.  infor:ned 
the  vvriter  that  only  aDoxit  10  per  cent  of  those  entered  for  certification  were 
being  rejected  on  the  first  inspection.. 

The  fields  of  seed  potatoes  belonging  to  5^ank  Ott  and  J.  Norton  Woodr-afi 
passed  the  first  inspection,      ^hs  northe/JTi  grovvn.  7s  southern  NeA'  Jersey  second 
crop  cr  iinnat-ure  seed  potato  ezperiment  is  on  Ott-s  farir  and  the  cold  storage 
experiment  with  the  New  Jersey  second  crop  potatoes  is  on  Woodr-uff's  farm. 
Since  all  seed  potatoes  for  the  late  crops  including  those  grov-ri-  for  table  pur- 
poses and  seed  stock  in  New  Jersey  ai-e  kept  on  cold  storage  xror:.  spring  -until 
aocut  a  week  oefors  plantiijg  ti-xo,  the  cold  storage  experiment  should  prove  to 
be  a  very  valuable  one  for  that  section  of  the  country- 

The  northern  grown  Green  Mountains  gerEuinated  poorly.    This  checks  vdtfc 
the  gernnnaticn  of  the  nortb'^rn  growii  Green  ivlcuntains  beir^.g  grown  in  the  potato 
experimental  plob  at  Arlingl.-^n  rs-xm.  Va..      There  is  no  southern  New  Jersey 
grcvm  Green  Mountains  in  ohe  experiment  on  Ott-s  fai-si.      'fhe  southern  Few  Jersey 
second  c^.'op  or  innrature  Irish  Cobblers  came  up  better  and  at  present  the  vines 
are  larger  then  those  of  the  northe;;n  grovro.  Jiish  Cobbjcrs  of  tiie  same  strain. 
It  seems  that  the  jmature  seed  under  the  adv^rsft  clii.i'^tic  conditions  of  this 
season  germinated  better  and  have  greater  vitality  than,  the  irature  seed  pota- 
toes. 

J.  Norton  iVoodruff  told  the  writer  that  it  took  30  days  for  the  seed 
potatoes  that  were  stored  at  kO  degrees  F  to  gerriiinate  and  show  up  in  the  row 
and  32  days  for  those  stored  at  3^  degrees  5'  and       degrees  F  respectively. 
These  long  periods  of  gemdnation  were  caused  by  the  drought.      However,  the 
potatoes  kept  at  these  three  respective  tenpera-tures  gcrm.'.n£.t ed  well  and  hjve 
produced  strong  vigorous  plants.      The  plants  from  the  seed  potatoes  held  ct 
40  degrees  F  are  larger  than  those  produced  frora  sedd  stcrsd  a/t  Jc  degrees  F 
and  36  degrees  F.      In  general  the  manifestation  of  leaf  roll  and  mosaic  seeias 
to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year.      It  ma,y  be  th^t  these  diseases 
can  be  detected  better  under  the  climatic  conditions  of  this  year  than  those 
of  last  year.      However,  the  certified  seed  potato  growers  are  carefully  rogu.ing 
their  fields  so  that  they  will  pass  ooth  field  inspections  for  certification. 

M,  Peacock). 

?/ashJ.ngt on.  D.  C.  Notes.  Sept^imber  2$.  1923. 

The  warm  weather  reported  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  "Eye*-  still  pre- 
vails. Copious  showers  of  rain  occurred  Saturday  forenoon  and  culminated  in 
two  very  heavy  down-pours  late  Sf-turday  night. 


f 


A  recently  received  letter  from  W.  H.  Olin,  Agriciilt-ui-al  Si:5)erintendent 
of  the  D.  R.  Ct.  &       By.,  contained  a  circjlar  linder  date  of  Sept ,20,  giving 
crop  notes  for  the  Socky  r.Io-ui:tain  States,  ezcl-isive  of  Montana,  for  the  half 
month  Sept.  1-15-    The  foilo^ving  paragrapn  is  of  interest  to  potato  growers  :- 
"Potatoes  and  sugar  teecs  are  deveicpT.xig  well  t- hr oi^ghout  the  entire  Rocky  Moun- 
tain region  and  some  digging  of  potatoes  is  coincisncing .    Blight  is  reported 
to  be  ca,usirig  some  darrage  to  potatoes  in  Colorado,  especially  in  the  northea.st. " 

Bone  interesting  data  on  thD  perfornancs  of  Irish  Cobbler  certified  seeq 
potatoes  in  conqparison  with  ordinary  stock  of  the  same  variety  as  grovm  on  the 
Redland  Farms  near  Grand  J-unct-'.on,  Colorado,  thj.s  season  has  just  come  to  hand. 
The  average  yield  from  the  certified  seed  was  23O  bushels  per  acre  or  17,400  IbS 
These  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  $1.33  1/3  ver  cwt.,  making  a  total  aver- 
age gross  income  per  acre  of  $232.00.      The  yr.eid  from  the  ordinary  or  home 
grovm  seed  was  at  the  rate  of  100  bu.  per  acre  or  a  total  of  6OGO  lbs.  giving 
a  gross  retiirn  of  $S0,00  per  acre.      The  certified  seed  was  prodi.iced  by  the 
Sweet  .Farms,  Inc.  of  Carbondale,  Colo,  and  cost  the  grower  $^4,00  per  cwt,  f.o.b. 
Carboniale-      It  requires  little  arg^.ment  to  prove  tha.t  the  grower  was  well  ise- 
paid  for  Ms  extra  investment  in  seed.     It  is  also  apparent  that  he  is  con- 
vinced of  the  value  of  good  seed  because  an  order  has  already  oeen  placed  and 
accepted  for  a  carload  of  this  strain  of  seed  at  the  same  price  as  that  paid 
last  year. 

Car  lot  movement .    Mimesota  is  the  leading  shj.pper  this  week,  the  daily 
movement  from  this  state  being  very  largely  in  excess  of  Maine  or  any  other 
section. 

Prices.      The  market  is  not  active  and  prices  show  a  slight  decline. 
Some  cars  rolling  unsold. 

The  writer  leaves  for  Vermont  this  afternoon  to  surpers^ase  the  harvest- 
ing of  the  tuber  unit  strain  tests  at  St.  Albans,  Vt . 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colorc^do  Nct^es.  Qctooer  2.  1925. 


The  .veather  ■i^£>  been  cool  during  the  past  week.    There  has  been  a  maxnoer 
of  shov^ers  and  a  drizzling  rain  has  Deen  falling  today. 

The  .vriter  retTjrned  today  from  Carbondaly  ^"ter  harvesting  and  grading  tiE 
potatoes  gio^m  in  the  seed  iupr oveiLent  plCvS  '.vMch  were  located  this  year  on  the 
Sweet  Seed  Farm.    'Vord  'Aas  recaived  last  Tuesday  i  rom  Mr,  Clark  that  the  potatoe; 
were  in  good  condition  for  dig^.\ng.      Upon  2iy  arrival  in  Cai'oondale  Friday  morn- 
ing I  found  that  the  vinos  had  not  been  entirely  killed  by  frost.    However,  it 
was  deeicred  advisable  to  hcrvest  the  crop  in  spite  of  the  icrnatiare  condition  of 
the  tubers.      While  all  lots  -vere  graded  and  vveighed,  it  is  iiiipossible  to  give 
the  bushels  iper  acre  at  this  time. 

Only  a  very  light  frost  has  occtirred  in  the  Greeley  district.    In  nany 
fields,  however,  the  vines  are  ripening  and  a  few  growers  are  digging  their  po- 
tatoes at  this  time. 

The  potato  Ecarket  has  declined  since  last  week  and  potato  buyers  are  offer- 
ing but         psr  cwt, 

(W,  C.  Edmundson). 

Pres^^ue  Isle.  Faine  Notes*  September  29.1923., 

Thsre  is  not.  m\ich  that  is  new  to  report  at  this  time.    Good  weather  con?- 
ditions  have  enabled  the  farmers  to  make  good  progress  in  digging  potatoes-  Good 
yields  are  beliig  ob^'iajn^d  and  the  Quality  is  excellent.    At  present  the  market 
is  a  littlo  lovinv.  the  price  paid  to  growers  being  from  $1»50  to  $1.75  P^r  bbl. 
The  starch  factory  is  ininning  now  and  is  buying  the  culls  for  ^0^  per  barrel. 

I  hope  to  oe  able  to  complete  the  work  here  and  leave  for  Washington  by 
the  first  of  week  after  next. 

(  C.  F.  Clark). 

Presnue  Isle^  Maine  Notes..  October  2.  1923. 

Rapid  progress  was  mc.de  tne  past  week  in  harvesting  operations.    The  1323 
seedlings  were  finished;  the  cooperative  fertilizer  eixperiment  v/ith  the  Office 
of  Soil  Fertility  was  harvested,  graded  and  weighed,  c^nd  about  half  of  the  Green 
Movjataln  samp.l3  lots  entered  for  certification  were  harvestedc    This  material 
entered  for  certification  is  shovang  ■'jp  well  at  harvest.    There  are  very  few 
lots  showing  spindle  tubers.    The  yield  in  most  cases  is  large. 

IVIr.  I.E.  Bro'&n  arrived  in  town  Tuesdc^y  to  iiarvest  the  fertilizer  experi- 
ments conducted  by  the  Office  of  Soil  Fertility. 

Considerable  ha-'oling  has  been  done  during  the  past  week.    The  price  per 
barrel  f.  o.  b.  is  $1.60  -  $1.75  for  either  Mountains  or  Cobblers. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 
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Vermont  Notes.  Septemte  r  30.  1923- 

Heavy  showers  on  Th-orsday,  September  2/,  rrade  it  irnpossible  to  "begin 
harvesting  the  experiirenta]  potato  plots  on  ¥x .  Brigharn^s  farm  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt,,  on  that  date.     On  Friday,  however,  the  s-orfaxe  of  the  soil  had  dried  off 
siof f iciently  to  make  hand  digging  of  the  marked  tuber  units  possiole.  Light 
showers  diiring  the  forenoon  culminating  in  a  heavy  one  toward  noon  made  the 
task  of  digging  and  note  taking  rather  unpleasant.     Fair  ^veather  in  the  after- 
noon enabled  us  to  complete  the  harvesting  of  all  of  the  un:.-l;3  marked  for  vigor 
and  uniformi.ty    of  plants  during  their  grovvth.    Only  a  comparcttively  few  of  o 
these  units  withstood  the  tuoer  test  as  to  relative  uniformity  in  size,  shape 
and  productiveness « 

As  judged  by  the  units  dug  the  yield  is  a  relatively  light  one.  S?rrallness 
of  yield  is  directly  attributaole  to  drcaght  which  prevailed  during  the  tuber 
development  period  of  both  the  Irish  Coboler  and  the  Triurrph.    On  account  of  the 
later  mctm-ing  habit  of  the  Green  Mo-antain  the  plants  did  not  suffer  so  severely 
from  the  drought  and  as  a  result  are  still  ^.vdue  green. 

Some  spindle  tuber  units  were  found  in  one  strain  of  Green  Moxintains. 

Owing  to  extremely  heavy  showers  Friday  night  no  attempt  was  made  to  con- 
tinue the  digging  on  Saturday,      Advantage  /vas  taken  of  this  opportionity  to 
make  a  record  of  the  nximtier  of  tubers  ana  weight  thereof  of  each  of  the  tuber 
■jriits,  the  tubers  being  divided  into  No.  I's,  No.  2's  and  No.  or  culls,  A 

similar  record  was  ma,de  of  the  weight  of  these  three  grades  of  tubers  of  the 
discarded  units  from  each  strain. 

The  average  yield  from  l-Ilr.  Brigh^am's  20  acres  of  certified.  Irish  Gobbj. sr 
seed  potatoes  is  expected  to  approximate  about  200  bushels  per  acre.    With  a 
normal  season  the  yield  would  have  exceeded  25O  bushels  per  acre. 

According  to  the  best  available  information  the  total  production  of  the 
state  will  be  about  an  average  one.     In  some  localities  the  crcp  is  below  nor- 
mal Kvhile  in  others  it  is  above.     Some  sections  are  reporting  considerable  tuber 
injury  from  white  grubs. 

The  weather  turned  cool  Sat^urday  afternoon  accompanied  by  a  clear  sky  ard 
gave  every  indication  of  settled  weather  Sunday  morning  but  by  ton  o'clock  the 
sky  was  overcast  with  clouds  and  in  the  latei^  afternoon  there  were  several  light 
shovjers . 


The  market  price  for  certified  seed  potatoes  i.  o.  b.  shipping  point 
ranges  from  $1.75  to  $2.00  per  bushel-    Mr.  Brigham  has  accepted  orders  for  4- 
carloads  at  $1.90  per  bushel.    Two  carloads  go  to  New  Jersey  and  the  remaining 
two  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia. 

The  potato  tubers  in  this  section,  at  least,  are  quite  generally  affected 
with  a  scurf  injury  of  the  skin.    This  in    nov^ise  injures  them  jf or  seed  pur- 
poses, out  does  detract  froui  tneir  general  appear c-nce.     It,  is  tr. ought  that  this 
Skin  trouble  u^y  be  due  to  fertiliser  injury  as  ^  res-oJ.t  of  <^  lac^  of  sufficient 
soil  mpisture  to  dissolve  the  fertiliser.    A  consideraole  portion  of  the  un- 
dissolved fertiliser  is  still  o^serv^ole  in  digging  the  crop. 

"  i 

(Wm.  Stuart). 


€ 


WasMngton,  D.  C.  Notes.  Octo'tBr  5. 

S\  The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  and  cool  during  the  day  tut 

'.vith  unusually  cold  nights-    Yesterday  was  considerably  warmer  than  the  past 
few  days  but  during  the  vJght  the  tenrc-erature  dropped  ^uite  a  few  degrees  and 
today  is  cooler  than  usual. 


Prof.  y;m~  Stuari;,  who  has  been  in  St,  Albans,  Vt.  for  the  past  week 
supervjsir.fi,  t.h.3  harvesting  of  ^--he  potato  experimental  plots  onVsTm  Erigham's 
farm,  Kt  t>jat  place,  and  also  attondi.ng  the  potato  tour  in  South  Jersey,  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  Office  on  Monday,  October  8. 

(Adah  W.  Greene). 


Ph. 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes 


October  g.  1923 


The  vveather  last  week  was  cool  and  cloudy  with  some  rain.    No  heavy 
frosts  have  occurred  up  to  date  which  is  exceptional  for  this  section. 

In  spite  pf  the  fact  that  no  heavy  frosts  have  occurred,  the  potatoes 
are  ripening  and  many  potato  growers  are  harvesting  their  crop-    We  have  har- 
vested a  number  of  our  experimental  plots,  the  tubers  being  sufficiently  ripe 
for  digging.    The  yields  secured  were  larger  than  had  been  expected, 

A  class  on  agriculture  from  the  Greeley  High  School  rvisite  d  the  Station 
J^iday  and  witnessed  the  digging  of  the  irrigation  experiment.    The  early  irri- 
gated plots  again  clearly  demonstrated  the  value  of  early  irrigat  ion  over  late 
irrigation  in  potato  production.    While  the  exact  difference  in  yield  cannot 
be  given  at  this  time^  it  is  thought  there  vvill  De  at  least  50  bushels  per  acre 
difference  in  favor  of  the  ecirly  watering. 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  from  80  to  90  cents  per  hundred  during  the 
past  week» 

(W.  Edmimdson). 

Manhattan^  Kansas  Notes.  Octoba:^,  1923- 

We  have  very  little  to  contribute  at  this  time  of  the  year  because  of  the 
fact  that  our  potato  season  was  practically  wou|id  up  by  September  1.    It  might 
be  of  interest  to  know  that  about  50  per  cent  of  the  growers  planted  cowpeas 
as  soon  as  their  crop  was  dug  and  that  these  are  now  from  2  to  3  feet  high  and 
are  being  turned  under  at  this  time  for  we  expect  frosts  any  time  now.  The 
cowpeas  made  a  resiarkable  growth  and  the  roots  show  plenty  of  nodules.  Some 
growers  are  making  the  practice  of  seeding  rye  on  top  of  this  cowpea  ground  and 
then  turning  the  rye  under  in  early  spring,  allowing  about  2  months  for  the 
ground  to  settle  before  planting  the  potatoes^ 

All  indications  for  a  good  potato  show  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  are  at  hand- 
We  trust  that  as  many  people  as  possible  will  be  here  from  other  states  to  take 
part  on  oxir  program  discussions. 

(E.  A.  Stokdyk). 

PresCjue  Isle.  Maine.  October  8.  1923- 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  rather  cold  and  cloudy.    V7e  had 
rain  all  day  Monday  and  Saturday  night. 

We  finished  harvesting  our  plots  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  Thursday  night. 
A  thunder  shower  late  in  the  afternoon  necessitated  picking  the  last  few  barrels 
in  the  rain. 

Saturday  the  writer  went  to  Ashland  to  begin  harvesting  the  plots  on 
the  Weaver  farm.    About  two-thirds  of  the  tuber  units  in  the  tuber  index  plot 
were  harvested.    Considerable  spindle  tuber  was  found  in  the  Cobbler  and  some 
rhizoctonia.    The  Triumphs  are  showing  1$)  remarkably  well  and  fully  as  many  units 
will  be  saved  from  the  Triunqph  as  from  the  Cob  bier « 
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From  four  to  five  days  nill  De  re^mred  tc  conipiete  the  work  in  Ashland. 
In  addition  to  the  tuber  xm.it  ,vorK:       have  21  strains  of  Coboler,  Tri-iirch  and 
Green  Mountain,  and  one  strain  of  Eirly  Ohio  on  the  Weaver  laroi,  and  10  lots  ii 
an  acre  on  ?/!r.  Frank  Fenderson's  farm. 

Dr.,  Clark  expects  to  leave  for  7vashington,  Tuesday,  October  9» 

There  is  little  changa  in  the  price  of  taole  stock.    Cobblers  and  Mountaii 
are  aboat;  $1.75  P'S^  barrel  f  o» 

(P,  M,  Lombard), 

Few  York .]^gt_eq,_^  October  g.  1923- 

I  have  jn-st-  retijrned  free-  a  three  days'  trip  from  central  and  ■.vestem 
Few  Tork,  and  find  that  rnany  potato  fields  have  resulted  growth  after  the  late 
rains.    Digging  is  scarcely  begun  except  on  Long  Island.    Fo  blight  has  yex, 
been  reported.    Frost  daiiaged  very  few  fields.     This  late  grovwth  icay  mean  a 
considerable  increas'e  in  the  Few  York  crop.    Present  prospects  are  for  a  crop 
not  less  than  normal  in  this  state*    The  f.  o»  b,  loading  point  price  "garies 
from  oO^J  per  Dushel  in  Steuoen  County  to  $1,10  on  Long  Island.    With  the  mar- 
ket still  weakening  growers,  except  on  Long  Island,  are  inclined  to  delay 
diggings 

(E.  V.  HardenD-urg). 

Cortland  County.  F.  Y.  Notes.  Octr/oar  8.  1923. 

Farmers  are  just  starting  digging  ovt  I  have  not  hBar.l  cf  anything  Deing 
loaded.    A  few  farmers  5,re  cartin^r  to  nearn.y  m^rl^e^ts  at  $1.25  to  $1^50  P©-  bu. 
This  market  has  a  tendency  to  'wedken     ./^.bovit  one- ha  If  of  the  crop  was  hit  by 
frost  arcund  Sept.  15-    The  yields  from  t^rse  fields  will  probably  average 
150  bushels  per  acre.    The  other  hal.7  it;  still  green  and  growing,  probably 
will  go  aroimd  200  bushels  per  acre.    As  to  -itiality,  potatoes  have  never  been 
freer  from  scab,  wireworms  and  ill  shaped  ones.    Fo  blight  rot  has  as  yet  been 
reported. 

( Gl enn  Cart  er ) . 

Pullman,  uashdngton  Fotes.  Octoler  2,  1923. 

The  problems  confronting  the  potato  growers  of  the  Pacific  Forthwest  are 
daily  becoming  more  serious.    There  will  not  be  a  very  big  crop  harvested  in 
Washington  and  the  number  of  applications  for  seed  certification  has  dropped 
off  something  like  85  per  cent,    I  must  confess  th^^.t  I  am  somewhat  worried  as 
to  how  to  get  over  to  the  potato  growers  matters  of  producing  a  high  grade 
product  at  a  profit-    The  matter  of  selling  to  our  commercial  growers  the  idea 
of  using  good  seed  seems  to  oe  slow  in  taking  ground. 

(G-  I.  Zundel). 

SpoQner„  Wisconsin  Notes.  October  11.  1923. 

Prof»  J.  G.  Mil/*ard  of  Wisconsin  University,  and  :.!r.  Melvin  Luther,  potato 
specialist  of  the  Spooner  Branch  Experiment  Station,  and  tne  writer,  began  har- 
vesting the  early  varieties  ox  potatoes  in  the  strain  test  study  Bept,  2-5. 


r 
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The  early  varieties  were  harvested  and  a  good  start  made  on  the  late  varieties 
when  it  began  to  rain  Saturday  forenoon,  Sept-  29. 

Potatoes  in  this  section  were  killed  by  frost  on  the  13th  of  September* 
Taking  into  consideration  the  frost  mentioned  above  and  the  drought  during  the 
svjiiiner  the  yield  of  the  potatoes  in  the  experiment  was  good  and  larger  than 
that  of  last  year.     CuJ.tural  niethod?  n:f,i::itained  at  a  high  degree  added  irrach 
to  the  experiment  and  increased  the  yield.    Much  credit  is  dxtS  Mr.  Luther, 
vtfho  looked  after  this  e:.periii:ent . 

In  some  plots  there  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  yields  of  the 
different  strains  of  the  saite  variety.     It  vvas  notsd  in  the  low  yielding  plots 
there  were  us"ually  irore  elongated  or  "run-out"  tubers  than  in  the  Mgher 
yielding  plor.s.    However,  this  condition  is  what  is  naturally  expected  where 
the  low  yield  is  due  to  the  source  of  seed. 

The  four  seedlings  planted  here  this  year  yielded  well.    One  of  them 
yielded  especially  well  and  produced  very  uniform  tubers.    The  latter  is  a 
cross  between  Kural  New  Yorker  #2  and  Petronius,  an  Austrian  variety. 

The  Improved  French,  as  named  by  Mr.  Eke,  an  ex-service  man  of  the  World 
War,  who  secured  tiaem  in  France,  yielded  ^ell  and  were  of  a  better  shape  than 
the  seed  that  was  planted.    Prof.  Stuart  last  August  placed  these  in  the  l^- 
t  o-Dat  e  gr  ovp  » 

The  harvesting  of  the  late  varieties  was  finished  on  Th-.^rsday,  Oct. 
Friday  was  spent  in  making  a  dtqplicate  ccpy  of  the  yields  for  I^of .  Milward; 
boxing  up  potatoes  for  a  cold  storage  e:4^eriment  and  shipping  crates  to  P. 
Lombard,  Pres-iue  Isle,  Me. 

Shipments  containing  a  strain  of  the  Triumph  variety  badly  affected  with 
mosaic  were  shipped  to  Professors  A.  T.  &/an3  and  E.  A,  Stokdyk  of  South  Dako- 
ta State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Kansas  State  Agricultural  College  re- 
spectively for  study  of  mosaic  disease* 

The  weather  was  ^.uite  cool  most  of  the  time  while  the  potatoes  were  being 
harvested.    On  th^e  morning  of  October  2  the  merc-ury  dropped  to  25  degrees  F. 
and  to  19  degrees  on  the  following  Friday  morning,  Oct,  5>        recorded  by  the 
Weather  Pureau  at  the  Spooner  Eranch  Eicperiment  Station. 

Unquestionably  the  frost  of  September  3.3  greatly  vedwced  the  potato  yield 
in  this  section  of  the  cc^xntry.    The  -.-.Titer  v>as  told  of  fields  of  potatoes 
that  were  planted  late  where  ths  tuberr-  vv^-re  only  about  half  grown  p^na  were 
in  the  stage  of  rapid  development  when  th?;  ^-ines  were  killed  by  tne  frost.  On 
the  other  hand  the  redaction  in  yie2.d  due  to  frost  of  nearly  matured  plants 
was  relatively  slight. 

Potatoes  were  bringing  60f  per  cwt.  f .  o.  b.  shipping  point.    Not  many 
were  being  sold  at  this  pries  as  most  growers  preferred  to  store  their  potatoes 
rather  than  to  sell  at  this  low  price, 

(W-  M.  Peacock). 


Washington.  D.  C.  Motes. 


October  12,  1925. 


The  writer  inspected  the  potato  experiments  at  Arlington  Fa-rm,  Va.  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week.  ^ 

The  Irish  Cobblers  in  the  cold  storage  experiraent  are  rratrr  ing  in  the 
following  order  —  those  grown  iroii  seed  potatoes  stored  at  ^0  degrees  F.  first, 
36  degrees  F.  second  and  32  degrees  F  third.     On  iiVigust  21  there  wers?  no  no- 
ticeable differences  in  the  vine  grc-wth  of  -chese  potatoes  stored  at  the  three 
respective  degrees  of  t  emcer  at -or  e ,    On  September  10,  however,  the  vine  growth 
of  the  potatoes  from  seed  stored  at  32  degrees  F.  was  larger  than  those  from 
seed  stored  at  36  degrees  F.  and  40  degrees  F.    There  seemed  to  be  no  differ- 
ence in  vine  grov>/th  of  those  prod^aced  from  seed  potatoes  stored  at  }G  degrees 
F.  and  ^4-0  degrees  F.  at  any  time. 

The  northern  grown  Vermont  strain  of  Green  Mo-untains  and  the  McCain 
and  roulter  strains  of  the  same  variety  grown  as  second  crop  seed  potatoes  in 
southern  New  jersey  are  making  vigorous  vine  growth. 

Seedling  #39^70  is  still  making  a  good  showing.    It  seems  t  0  be  resistant 
to  the  virus  leaf  diseases. 

In  the  round  Irish  Cobbler  vs  long  Irish  Cobbler  experiment,  the  vines 
of  the  latter  are  dead  while  the  vines  produced  oy  the  ro^und  tubers  are  4.uite 
green  yet. 

Most  of  our  time  this  week  has  been  spent  tabulating  potato  data.  This 
afternoon  plans  have  been  made  to  inspect  the  foreign  stock  which  is  being 
grown  in  the  detention  area  at  the  Department's  Experiment  Staticaa,  Bell,  Md. 


The  fourth  annual  tour  of  the  South  Jersey  Second  Crop  Seed  Potato  Asso- 
ciation, held  Oci-ober  2  and  3,  was  well  attended  and  proved  of  great  interest 
to  those  who  participated  in  the  event. 

The  first  day's  tour  was  largely  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  potato 
fields  in  Salem  County.     The  first  step  was  made  at  the  farm  of  Lester  S-;  Harris 
on  which  7  acres  of  Irish  Cobblers  were  entered  for  certification  .  Adjacent 
to  this  field  was  another  of  I5  acres  of  the  same  variety  belonging  to  Edwin 
J.  Grosscup  which  v/as  also  entered  for  certification. 

The  next  stops  were  nade  at  the  16  acre  field  of  Irish  C0&  ler  on  H.  N. 
Togg's  farm  near  Hancock  Eridge  and  the  John  P.  Hidgway,,  also  at  the  same  place. 
In  this  immediate  vicinity  vi/ere  being  grown  some  111  acres  of  the  Harry  Kandle 
strain  of  Irish  Cobbler.    For  the  most  part  the  stock  was  quite  free  from 
disease  and  while  the  plants,  owing  to  extremely  dry  weather,  uvere  not  as  large 
as  in  manj'  of  the  fields  inspected  the  year  previous,  they  gave  promise  of 
naking  a  satisfactory  yield.    The  foregoing  statem^ent  applies  equally  well  to 
all  fields  observed  during  the  two  day  trip. 


(W.  M.  Peacock). 


New  Jersey  Notes. 


Octoper  12,  1925. 


Short  addresses  were  irade  during  the  day  by  Dr.  M.  F.  Earrus  of  Cornell 
University;  Dr.  W.  H.  Martin  of  the  New  Jersey  AgricTiltural  College,  and  the 


* 
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writer.    The  day's  program  was  conpleted  with  a  ban^iuet  in  the  armory  at  Bridge- 
ton  where  potato  growers  and  their  lady  friends  to  the  n^amber  of  l6o  vvere  well 
cared  for.    After  the  inner  man  was  satisfied  F.  i^.  Jaiskson,  County  Agent  of 
Oamberland  Co-ionty  introduced  W.  B.  Duryee,  President^of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Potato  Association,  who  very  ably  officiated  as  the  toastmaster  of  the  evening. 
Those  participating  in  the  everxing  program  were  H-  H.  Talnage  of  Hiverhead, 
(L,I„)  N„  Y.,  who  told  about  the  care  being  exercised  by  his  company  in  the 
growing  of  high  grade  seed  potatoes  at  Corinna,  Maine, 

rA  large  amount  of  tuber  unit  and  hill  selection  work  is  being  carried  on 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  high  grade  strains  of  seed  potatoes.     They  are 
confining  their  efforts  to  the  improvement  of  the  Pride  of  Vermont  which  is  a 
member  of  the  Green  Mountain  group-  M.  C.  Eumsey  of  the  Hickok-Eumsej-  Co,  of 
Batavia,  F,  Y.  gave  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  seed  potato  improvem.ent  work  in  which 
his  coiipany  is  cooperating  with  members  of  the  New  York  (Cornell)  Experiment 
Station  staff.    A  brief  accoxmt  was  given  of  this  work  in  an  Aug^ast  issue  of 
the  "Eye"  and  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here.    Harry  Taylor  of 
Freehold,  N.  J.,  President  of  the  Few  Jersey  Federation  of  Farm  Bureaus,  briefly 
outlined  the  work  of  the  Bureau  and  enphasized  the  necessity  of  ccooperation  in 
the  marketing  of  farm^  products.    Dr.  J.  G.  Lipman,  Director  of  the  New  Jersey 
Experiment  Station,  discussed  the  subject  of  "Potato  Growing  in  IB  w  Jersey  and 
the  Factors  of  Success  and  Failure". 

An  attempt  was  made  to  analyze  the  causes  for  the  expansion  of  potato 
acreage  in  the  State  during  the  past  years.    The  intelligent  use  of  commercial 
fertilizers,  green  manures,  improved  potato  machinery,  such  as  planters  and 
diggers,  and  the  use  of  good  seed  potatoes  were  thought  by  the  speaker  to  be 
some  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  expansion  of  the  potato  industry.     The  finan- 
cial losses  sustained  by  New  Jersey  growers  in  1922  were  mentioned  and  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions  offered  as  a  remedy: —  Reduced  acreage,  more  tjhorough  methods 
of  tillage,  better  grading,  etc. 

Mr.  L.  M.  Benham  of  Highwood,  Conn-  expressed  himself  as  well  satisfied 
with  South  Jersey  second  crop  Irish  Cobbler  seed  potatoes.      Prof.  H.  Jo  Baker 
Director  of  the  State  Extension  Service,  said  that  a  study  of  potato  production 
in  the  United  States  for  the  last  twenty  years  reveals  two  inporfent  facts; 
(1)  that  production  has  been  gradually  increasing;  (2)  thiat  increase  in  popii- 
lation  has  not  kept  pace  with  increase  in  production  resulting  in  a  larger  per 
capita  production  now  than  twenty  years  ago.    According  to  Baker  ^>f  thf^  potato 
grower  is  to  stay  in  the  business  he  must  first  of  all  produce  his  crop  at  a 
mdnimum  cost  consistent  with  the  growing  of  good  stock.    This  is  especially 
true  with  reference  to  second  crop  seed.    Dr.  Martin  reminded  the  growers  that 
only  the  most  careful  work  would  enable  them  to  produce  certified  seed  potatoes. 
The  writer  enphasized  the  desirability  of  planting  high  g2:'ade  seed  stock  by 
calling  attention  to  comparative  tests  oetween  certified  and  uncercifisd  seed 
potatoes  in  which  the  former  class  of  seed  stock  very  greatly  outyielded  non- 
certified  seed. 

The  evening's  enjcyccent  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  able  song  leadership 
of  W.  S.  Woodruff  of  Orange,  Conn- 

The  forenoon  of  Qctober  3  was  devoted  to  inspection  of  fields  im  Cumber? 
land  Co\inty.    The  first  stop  was  nade  at  the  larm  of  jirarLii  Ox.t  of  Deerfield 
where  some  20  acres  of  Irish  Coobler  are  Deing  gro'm  ^uMx2Ssr:?m-^ixiisr  ^3::^2mo 
gs^ou'dsa.  ©iiathia  Jat^j^t^epiaj^ect  the  seed  sc^zrce  test  in  which  South  Jersev  ■ 


grown  Irish  Cobbler  seed  potatoes  are  being  ccripared  with  Maine  grown  seed  of 
the  saine  strain.    As  judged  07  the  size,  vigor  and  stand  of  the  plants  in  each 
plot  those  from  the  hone  grown  seed  were  superior  to  those  fron&lZaine  seed 
stock-    A  fine  plot  of  tuber  unit  selections  of  the  Irish  Cobbler  were  also  in- 
spected.   The  second  stop  was  mde  at  Percy  Fogg^s  fam  at  Shiloh  where  20 
acres  are  being  grown  for  certification.    A  20  acre  field  of  Burbaaiks  on  the 
farm  of  Minch  Bros,  at  Shiloh  was  next  inspec;;ed<.    This  strain  of  the  Eurbank 
had  been  isolated  from  American  Giant  stock  but.  unfortunately  is  not  yet  en?- 
tirely  free  from  the  America  Giants.    Wherever  Giant  planes  were  found  they 
were  invariably  affected  with  mosaic,  leaf  roll  or  o'chei  related  diseases. 

The  potato  crop  in  Cumberland  County  seemed  to  be  on  a  par  with  that  in 
Salem  County, 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Goll,  Meier  and.  Goer  gens 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  were  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  a  motion  picture  film  designed  to  illustrate  the  value  of  certified 
seed,  as  well  as  to  depict  mosaic,  leaf  roll,  spindle  tuber  and  other  diseases 
of  the  potato.    The  first  part  of  this  motion  picture  film  was  taken  in  Aroo- 
stock  County,  Maine. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Vermont  Notes.  Octoter  12,1923. 

The  writer  arrived  at  St.  Albans  from  the  South  Jersey  potato  tour 
Thiirsday  forenoon^    Light  showers  prevented  digging  in  the  forenoon.    All  hand 
digging  was  coaqpleted  inthe  afternoon  in  spite  of  some  light  showers.  The 
balance  of  the  strains  were  dug  Fridayforenoon  and  weights  taken  on  yields  of 
a  part  of  them.    All  rercaining  lots  were  weighed  Saturday  forenoon,  October  6. 
The  various  lots  of  Triuirphs  yielded  quite  as  heavily  as  did  the  Irish  Cobblers 
but  there  was  a  larger  percentage  of  No  2s. 

Saking  into  consideration  the  rather  unfavorable  seasonal  conditions  under 
which  the  crop  was  g:'cw:-i  the  results,  as  a  whole,  are  fairly  satisfactcry. 

(Wm.  Stuart-). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Nct.es.  Ocw ober  12,1 923 . 

Since  returning;  to  the  Office,  Oct.  8,  the  writer's  time  has  bee::.,  largely 
occupied  in  answering  a  ten  day  iiail  accumulation.    Among  the  ire-ny  Ist.t'^:/-^ 
awaiting  attention  was  a  Xevs^^^hy  ono  written  in  German  script  from  P,  'j,-o  Aiioppe 
of  Vec-Vale,  Latvia.    Iv5r.  Kn?.pp^.  is  en^ged  in  the  production  of  new  vairifsbies 
of  potatoes  tiirough  hand  pol?J.nation  and  tho  raising       seedlings.    He  it:  also 
engaged  in  the  improvemen-:  of  conmsrcial  variet.xes  through  .^selection.  Appar- 
ently Mr.  Khoppe  is  well-veraed  in  potato  di.5sases  and  is  much  interested  in 
the  possibility  of  producing  a  disease  re.sistant.  variety. 

The  letter  contained  e,  3.ist  of  titles  of  papers^,hat  he  desired  the  under- 
signed to  send  to  ^m.    Alt03ec.her  the  c-inEviiiicat-'o.n  vva<3  a  most  interesting  one, 
and  indicated  that  the  c^uest.icn  of  good  seed  potatoes  is  rsceiving  much  atteii- 
tion  the  world  over  • 
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The  weather  this  week  -ap  "until  today,  Oct,  12,  has  been  cool  but  for  the 
most  part  clear.    At  present  it  is  iuite  warm.    Eain  is  needed  for  all  late 
iraturing  crops,  potatoes  included,  as  well  as  for  winter  wheat  ani  rye. 

The  October  government  estiirate  of  the  potato  crop  shows  an  increase  of 
approximately  twelve  million  bushels.    The  present  estimate  is  401,^4,^00 
bushels.    This  means  a  small  surplus  over  normal  consumptive  needs:- 

Car  Let  Movement.-  Minnesota  still  leads  in  volume  of  shipment.  The 
Oct.  9  movement  totaled  1409  cars  of  which  Minnesota  contributed  415  cars, 
Maine  2l6,  and  North  Dakota  2l4.    The  general  q.-uality  of  the  potato  crop  is 
reported  to  be  good  to  excellent.    As  a  rule  the  demand  is  dull  and  the  mov^ 
ment  slow. 

Prices."  The  price  of  table  stock  shows  little  variation  from  that  of 
last  week  but  the  tendency  is  downward  rather  than  x^sward. 


(Sl^sQ.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes. 


)ctober  15.  1923. 


The  weather  has  been  imoch  cooler  during  the  Pa^t  week.    Sunday  night  the 
teoperature  dropped  to  21  degrees  and  Sat-urday  night -23  degrees. 

Potato  digging  is  proceeding  rapidly  although  fhe  first  killing  it-ffstfoi" 
curred  just  this  week.      Some  good  yields  have  been  reported  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  nrajority  of  the  growers  are  more  or  less  disappointed  in  the  yields  se- 
cured.     We  will  finish  digging  the  potatoes  at  the  station  today.      The  only 
lots  rerraining  yet  to  be  dug  are  those  which  ha-^e  been  planted  on  different 
types  of  soil.    We  harvested  two  of  these  lots  this  morning  and  from  one  lot 
which  we  planted  on  adobe  soil  we  did  not  get  our  seed  back.    One  lot  which  was 
planted  on  adobe  soil  gave  a  yield  of  about  2C0  bushels  per  acre. 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  for  75?^  per  hundred  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  past  week. 

(W.  G.  Edraundson). 

Eaton  Rouge,  La.  Fotes.  October  12 >  19^'"^. 

I  have  placed  two  cars  of  Forsling's  stock  in  this  state  at  $3.00  per 
hundred  weight  f .  o.  b.  Eushnell.      This  is  a  premium  over  the  run  of  certified 
seed  stock,  and  it  is  the  first  time  we  have  been  able  to  place  any  of  Forsling^s 
seed. 


Nebraska  is  going  to  fiarnish  a  carload  for  otir  club  and  test  work  next 
year,  and  the  sxilphate  of  ammonia  people  are  going  to  give  us  about  5  tons  of 
sulphate  of  ammonia  for  fertilizer  work  among  the  cliibs.      1  am  planning  to  re- 
quire that  each  boy  and  girl,  who  participates  in  this  workj  buy  some  acid  phos- 
phate as  well  so  it  can  be  used  in  connection  with  the  sulphate  of  ammonia. 

Mr.  Mallory  is  very  mcuch  pleased  with  his  potato  work  last  year  and  is  pre- 
paring to  buy  six  carloads  for  planting  this  year.      One  of  these  will  he  the 
Porsling  strain.    The  other  car  of  the  For sling  strain  is  going  into  Houma  for 
planting  in  the  Terrebonne  territory.    I  was  down  at  Hoiima  the  o"^er  night  ar^d 
a  man  told  me  he  got  $7b5>00  for  his  Triumph  potatoes  last  year  grown  from  10 
sacks  of  certified  seed  of  I50  pounds  to  the  sack. 

(G.  L.  E-ebout). 

I^esiiue  Isle.  Maine  Fotes.  October  15.  1923. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  and  warm  with.  lissavy  frosts  at 

night . 

With  the  exception  of  Friday  the  week  was  spent  on  the  plots  in  Ashland. 
We  finished  harvesting  the  plots  on  the  V/eaver  farm  Thurr.day^    Yields  were  taken 
on  measured  rows  in  each  strain.    The  Arnold  strain  of  Triurcph  is  by  far  the 
best  in  yield  and  type  of  the  Triumphs.    The  Wold  strain  on  boi.h  the  WBaver  and 
Fenderson  farms  proved  to  be  the  best  strain  of  Cobblers »    The  Dimock  strain  of 
Green  Mountains  yielded  the  best  of  the  Mountain  strains.      Yields  on  an  acre 
basis  have  not  been  computed. 
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Two  truck  loads  of  stock  were  saved  and  shipped  to  Presq.-ae  Isle  for  stor- 
age on  Aroostook  State  Farm. 

The  market  price  for  potatoes  has  been  oetter  this  week.      Cobbler  table 
stock,  $1.50  to  $1.65;  Green  Mountains  $1-75  to  $2.00  per  barrel,  f.  o.  b. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

j^orth  Dakota  Notes.  October  11.  1923. 

We  are  in  a  sad  state  out  here  in  regard  to  the  possibilities  of  develop- 
ing a  potato  growers'  association.    The  price  of  potatoes  is  such  that  the  crop 
is  not  going  to  be  more  than  half  or  two-thirds  dug  and  those  who  do  dig  will  in 
irany  cases  dig  at  a  loss.    There  is  no  potato  exchange  in  the  state  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  one  will  be  formed  until  1924  or  later.      At  present  North  Dakota  is 
yyatching  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  the  attecqpt  of  Minnesota  to  put  over  a 
real  potato  growers'  exchange. 

(H.  L.  Bolley)* 


Washington.  D.  C>  Notes.  October  19.  1925* 

Since  rettirning  to  Washington  the  greater  part  of  the  writer's  time  has 
been  occupied  with  rerjoving  the  potato  seed  from  the  seed  balls  which  have  been 
secured  from  the  various  crosses  th^t  were  made  in  Maine.    The  conditions  during 
the  present  season  were  very  favorable  for  the  production  of  seed  balls  so  that 
the  percentage  of  successfiol  crosses  was  relatively  high. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Peacock  and  the  writer  went  to  the  Bell,  Md.  station  to 
superintend  the  digging  of  the  foreign  varieties  of  potatoes  which  were  grown  in 
the  Department's  detention  plats.      All  of  these  varieties  passed  inspection  and 
have  been  released  for  di^stribution.    One  point  of  interest  which  was  brought  out 
in  these  trials  was  the  better  stand  and  larger  yields  secured  from  the  lots  of 
seed  which  were  received  in  good  condition  early  in  the  winter  and  kept  dormant 
in  storage  until  planting  time,  as  compared  with  those  which  were  received  late 
in  the  spring  in  a  badly  shriveled  condition.      This  suggests  that  shipments  of 
seed  stock  re-duiring  a  considerable  period  of  time  in  transit  should  be  rcade  be- 
fore conditions  are  favorable  for  germination. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  October  19.  1923. 

The  prolonged  drought  in  this  section  is  being  broken  today  by  a  steady 
rain  which  began  falling  at  an  earl;/  hour  this  morning.     If  the  weather  continue 
^  as  warm  as  it  now  is,  fall  crops  should  make  a  very  satisfactory  growth. 

From  information  recently  received  from  a  correspondent  in  v/estem  Nebras- 
ka potato  growers  around  Hemingford,  Neb.,  O'ving  to  the  very  low  price  now  being 
paid,  are  only  harvesting  half  of  their  crop.    It  is  figured  that  this  artificial 
curtailment  of  the  q.uantity  of  crcp^  harvested,  by  allowing  half  if  it  to  reiiain 
in  the  ground,  they  will  get  as  much  for  the  balance  as  they  would  for  the  entiie 
crop  and  thereby  effect  a  50^  saving  in  the  cost  of  harvesting. 
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The  following  extracts  are  from  a  letter  received  today  fron  a  Meggets, 
S.  C.  potato  grower  in  which  he  tells  of  a  recent  trip  to  Aroostook  Co-unty, 
Maine  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Irish  Cobbler  seed  stock. 

"To  nQr  great  surprise  I  found  very  few  fields  tlB.t  were  free  from  disease 
From  general  observation  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Maine  growers  are  making 
a  desperate  effort  to  eliminate  disease'.'. 

"I  succeeded  in  purchasing  'iuite  a  large  amount  of  seed  that  was  absolute- 
ly free  from  disease  and  did  not  mind  paying  a  premium  for  it.    This  will  en- 
couTaf;e  others  to  produce  good  seed" . 

^We  ]-<ave  already  determined  to  tra-nf-port  our  seed  south  by  rail,  as  ir^^ 
vestigation  has  brought  to  light  th3  fact  that  o^^r  seed  potatoes  in  the  past 
have  undergone,  I  might  eay,  a  cooking  process  in  the  yards  in  Boston  by  being 
delayed  in  transit  (pres'ijxably  in  being  trans;C8rred  from  cars  to  boat»(W,S.) 
which  with  the  continuous  heat  on  the  cars  has  not  been  beneficial  to  the  seed 
stock". 

•For  your  information  I  might  mention  here  tha  the  South  Jersey  second 
crop  seed  brought  down  last  November  germinated  very  nicely  and  mde  a  very  gooo. 
crop,  a  much  better  on  the  whole  than  B&ine  seed.    This,  however,  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  had  a  better  stand,  I  might  say  95  per  cent  of  a  stand.    Where  the 
Nf^ine  seed  caiae  up  as  well,  it  was  ten  days  earlier  than  the  South  Kersey  seed, 
and  made  a  heavier  crop". 

•^We  are  experimenting  this  year  with  a  car  of  Prince  Edv?aird  Island  seed, 
but  the  danger  in  the  Pi'ince  Edward  Island  seed  is  l^hat  you  do  not  always  get 
what  you  purchase.    A  friend  of  mine  in  Ifeine  this  spring  purchased  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  seed  and  his  crop  was  terrible,    I  found  at  least  20  per  cent  of 
blackleg  and  all  the  other  diseases  known  to  potatoes  in  his  field". 

It  is  believed  that  the  above  arraigmuent  of  Prince  Edward  Island  seed 
potatoes  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  actual  condition  of  the  certified  seed 
produced  on.  the  Island*    The  writer  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  South 
Carorj.na  correspondent  saw  such  a  field  as  he  has  described  and  tho  owner  of  the 
field  thought  that  he  was  planting  Prince  Edward  Island  seed.     This  statement 
is  made  as  a  result  of  having  personally  inspected  a  field  of 'Irish  Cobbler  po- 
tatoes in  Aroostook  County  this  past  season  whicii  the  owner  said  was  purchased 
for  Prince  Edward  Island  seed  stock. 

The  plants  in  this  field  showed  such  a  high  percentage  of  blackleg 
infection  that  the  writer  re^iuested  permission  to  take  a  cov^ple  of  the  certifi- 
cation tags  affized  to  the  sacks  in  wHj.ch  the  seed  was  shipped.    A  few  days 
later  these  tags  were  delivered  in  person  tc  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canadawith  the  req.uest  that  the  source  of  origin  of  the  seed  be  definitely 
determined.    As  a  result  of  this  investigation  it  was  fiEuamiidthat  the  seed  stock 
originated  in  New  Brunswick  and  was  sold  to  Maine  growers  by  an  unscr\5>uious 
dealer  as  Prince  Edward  Island  grown  stock  in  order  to  get  the  premiujn  being 
paid  for  Island  stock.    It  is  needless  to  sa,^  that  sur-.L  practices  tend  to  un- 
justly destroy  confidence  in  seed  stock  from  a  givensection  or  region. 


-It- 

'Car^  Lot  Movegient . -  The  car  lot  moverr.ent  of  potatoes  continues  to  be  heavy. 
Wedne.c.iav -s  s^ipxents  totalled  1531  cars  of  which  M?nnesota  contributed  3^5i 
North  Dakota  ^O'o;  Maine  IQS,  and  South  Dakota  and  Colorado  108  and  102  cars  re- 
spectivcO../,    The  total  shipicCTtn  of  these  five  states  represents  75  psr  cent  of 
the  tovcl  car  movement  on  the  17th- 

I^\ices,--  The  hep.vy  mc^rewent  of  potatoes  coupled  with  the  October  1  esti- 
mate or  thp--  jox-i'itTy' s  -pOvR-io  crop         tended  to  depress  the  price  of  potatoes^ 
vo  a  poir.;-  where  the  g:ro;yc-v  v^'ho  is  re-tioce  f.rom  distributing  points  does  not  re- 
ceive enou^ii  io  cover  cost  of  prod'jccicij. 


(Wm.  Stuart) 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes. 


October  22.  iq23.. 


The  harvesting  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  Greeley  district  is  proceeding 
rapidly.      While  some  grov^ers  are  only  starting  to  harvest  their  potatoes  this 
week,  others  h^ve  finished  and  it  is  believed  that  oy  the  end  of  the  week  the 
larger  percentage  of  the  crop  will  have  oeen  harvested. 

The  tenperature  has  dropped  rather  low  on  some  nights  and  some  potatoes 
which  had  grown  close  to  the  s-arface  have  been  frozen;  also  some  potatoes 
which  had  been  sacked  and  left  in  the  field  over  night. 

The  experin^ental  plots  of  potatoes  are  all  harvested  and  at  the  present 
time  vve  are  rcaniaring  the  plots  which  will  grow  the  I92U  crop.      After  the  na^ 
nuring  is  conpleted  ws  will  crown  the  alfalfa  which  is  10  or  12  inches  high  at 
the  present  time. 

The  potato  rcaxket  is  weak  and  buyers  are  offering  from  60  to  G^<p  for 
U.  S.  Grade  No.  1. 

(W.  C.  Edmundson). 

Pres^ue  Isle.  Iviaine  Notes.  Octooer  23,  1923.-. 

Warm  days  and  cold  nights  have  prevailed  d^jring  the  past  week.    It  is 
doubtfta  if  there  h^s  ever  been  a  more  favorable  fall  for  harvesting  potatoes 
in  Aroostook.      This  co-uqpled  vvitn  the  fact  that  there  was  no  late  blight  this 
year  asstures  this  coimty  an  exceptior^ally  good  grade  of  potatoes. 

The  market  is  stronger  than  last  week;  Green  ivioimtains  command  about 
$2.00  per  oarrel  f.  0.  b. 

We  are  rapidly  closing  'op  the  work  on  Aroostook  State  Farm.    The  Wash- 
ington shipment  will  go  forward  tomorrow.      There  is  still  some  discarded 
stock  to  be  disposed  of;  farm  machinery  to  store;  ouildings  tori  put  in  condi- 
tion for  the  winter;  soil  to  haul  for  the  greenhouse  work,  etc. 

The  writer  is  planning  to  close  up  the  wo*k  at  this  station  so  as  to 
leave  Pres^iue  Isle  about  November  1. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  October  25,  lQ23-> 

Yesterday  the  writer  inspected  the  experiments  and  took  record  of  stock 
in  cold  storage  at  Arlington  Farm,  Ya.      The  early  varieties  a>"e  ;£ataring  rap- 
idly.   The  foliage  of  the  late  varieties  is  green.    The  ch^ances  are  th^at  the 
late  varieties  will  be  killed  by  frost  before  they  reach  irsaturity. 

Since  there  are  potato  experiments  to  be  harvested  at  two  different 
places  in  southern  New  Jersey  and  on  acco^unt  of  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  v.riter  is  planning  to  harvest  the  early  varieties  at  Arlington  Farm  as 
soon  as  the  ground  dries  off  sufficiently. 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 


• 
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Wa  s  Mng;t  on  ^  .£j„£iJiPl^  g  s . 

While  the  weather  has  been  rather  cool  the  past  week  we  have  not  as  yet 
had  a  killing  freeze  in  Washington.      A  steady  rain  Tuesday,  culminating  in 
heavy  showers  in  the  late  afternoon  has  fxirnished  ample  moisture  for  fall  crops 

Visitors  at  the  Office  this  week  were  Takashi  Sasaki,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Agronomy  and  Plant  Ereeding  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Tckio  Inqperial 
University.        ,  Sasaki  has  spent  some  time  at  the  University  of  California  in 
the  study  of  plant  breeding  problems  and  expects  to  visit  New  York,  Boston, 
and  Ottawa,  Canada  before  sailing  from  Montreal  to  Southanpton,  England,  where 
he  intends  to  spend  a  year  in  study  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent,  before 
returning  to  Japan.    He  is  keenly  interested  in  potato  genetics. 

Other  visitors  were  Messrs.  Hobinson,  Middleton  and  Proctor,  from  the 
Hastings  Potato  Growers'  Exchange,  Hastings,  Fla.    These  gentlemen  have  just 
returned  from  Aroostook  County,  Maine  and  western  New  York  points  where  they 
made  large  purchases  of  certified  Spaulding  No,  4  seed  potatoes  for  association 
growers.      According  to  their  statement  I31  growers,  representing  5700  acres, 
are  members  of  the  Association.    These  gentlemen  are  very  enthusiastic  upon 
the  subject  of  good  seed  potatoes  and  are  thoroughly  sold  to  the  certified  seed 
potato  idea* 

InCiUj,ries  for  information  relative  to  best  sources  of  high  grade  seed 
stock  have  recently  been  received  from  Asheville,  N.  C»  amd  El  Paso,  Texas. 
These  and  many  other  in^luiries  that  might  be  mentioned  are  indicative  of  a 
growing  conviction  on  the  part  of  potato  growers  in  the  South  and  Southwest 
of  the  desirability  of  planting  high  grade  seed  stock. 

As  this  is  the  last  issue  of  the  "Eye"  for  the  current  season  the  writer 
wishes  to  take  this  opporttmity  to  es^ress  his  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
nany  contributions  made  by  friends  to  the  pages  of  the  "Eye",    It  is  hoped 
that  these  friends,  as  well  as  others,  will  assist  in  making  the  1.924  issues 
of  the  "Eye"  more  readable  and  more  interesting  than  were  those  of  the  season 
now  closed. 

C^_^^Lot^J^wement Some  change  is  noted  in  this  week-s  car  lot  movement 
from  that  of  last  week.      Minnesota  sliipraents  still  continue  to  lead  a?J. 
others.    North  Dakota  h.as  dropped  ve'cy  materially  while  the  Maine  mo'"'efflent 
has  increased.    Shipments  on  October  23  totalled  1198  cars  of  which  Minxiesota 
contributed  309,  M^ine  225,  North  Dakota  129  and  Wisconsin  lOS,    The  aggre- 
gate shipments  from  these  four  states  were  771  cars  or  over  Sk  per  cent  of 
the  total  movement. 

Prices^-  As  a  rule  prices  have  been  either  about  the  same  as  last  week 
or  slightly  higher. 


Oct  ober  2b,  1923 . 


(Wm,  Stuart). 
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